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United States Army: 
SGM Matthew S. Richter,
 Sgt. Austin Burenheide, 

Grant Fath,
Major Jacob Haag

Marines: 
Lt. Col. James Bechtel

Navy:
Grace Coughlin

Air Force:
Megan DePauw
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Parish Office:
Hours: 
Wed. 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm & 
Fri. 9:00 am-Noon
620-475-3326
st.joseph_olpe@yahoo.com

Administrative Assistant:
Diana Kuhlmann
diana@sjolpe.org
620-475-3784 or 620-794-1914
Mass Schedule:
Saturday - 5:00 pm
Sunday - 8:30 am
Wed., Thurs., & Fri. - 7:15 am
The rosary is recited before weekend Masses @
4:35 pm on Saturday evenings and 8:05 am on
Sunday mornings
Confessions:
Wed., Thurs., & Fri. - 6:30 am - 7:00 am
Saturday - 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Upon Request
Adoration:
Wednesdays: 8:00 am-7:00 pm in the Church
Other Sacraments: 
Contact Parish Office
Parish Contacts:
Funeral Dinners: Linda Dieker, (620) 475-3567
Cemetery: Steve Redeker, (620) 475-3255
K of C: Danny Schneider, (620) 794-5889
Family Life: Kay Schmidt, (620) 475-3767
Outreach: Arlene Redeker, (620) 475-3414
Finance Council: Kevin Flott, (620) 412-3275
Pastoral Council: Kim Irwin, (620) 475-3295
Religious Ed: Lindsey Ratcliff, (214) 732-3813
St. Joseph School Endowment: Michael
Ratcliff, (620) 490-0388

Weekend Lectors/EMHC
09/13:    Donna Bolen
09/14:    Dan Schneider
09/20:   LeAnn Eberle
09/21:    Greg Markowitz
              Trish Markowitz - EMHC
09/27:   Jana Redeker
09/28:   Michael Ratcliff

“The Way of the Cross alone defeats sin,
evil, and death, for it leads to the radiant
light of Christ’s resurrection and opens
the horizons of a new and fuller life. It is
the way of hope, the way of the future.
Those who take up this way with
generosity and faith give hope and a
future to humanity.”
~Pope Francis

The cross is our message and our hope.
May we, on this feast day, embrace it
anew.



Envelopes (26)                                            $    1,470.00
Plate                                                                        171.00
Capital Improvements                                       150.00
CCD                                                                           35.00
Catholic University of America                          60.00

TOTAL                                                      $    1,861.00

For the Parish
+Louis & Bertha Trear
+Helen Redeker

+Sonny Wendling
+Larry Kehres
+Glen & Georgia Haag
+Jerry & Doris Redeker
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Mass Intentions: Last Week's Collection:

Knights’ News

THIS Sunday, September 14 , the Knights will be
serving a delicious biscuit and gravy breakfast
from 7:30 - 10:00 am.  Please join us for the new
season of delicious food and great conversation.

thNext week, September 22-25, the priests of the
Archdiocese will be on their annual convocation
just outside of St. Louis. 

There will be no Mass, confession, or adoration in
the church Sept. 22-25. Fr. Mersmann will return in
time for 6:30 am confessions and 7:15 am Mass on
Friday, September 26. 

Take a look at the posters in the back of church highlighting
some of the awesome activities for our youth and parish this
past year.
 
There are some great thoughts on their experiences from our
teens who attended Prayer and Action this summer.

We are blessed by our parish’s support of these and other
activities.

This Monday, September 15 , is Bingo Night to benefit
Shiloh House at the Sacred Heart Parish Hall, Emporia
from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Bingo prizes will be
homemade food items.

th

The Walking with Moms in Need Group from St. Joseph
- Olpe, St. Mary’s - Hartford, Sacred Heart of Jesus -
Emporia, St. Catherine’s - Emporia, and the Didde
Catholic Campus Center - are again hosting this
fundraising event for the second year.  The proceeds
will assist with additional support to the moms in our
communities who are in need.

Please plan to join us for tasty snacks and a fun evening
of bingo for a worthy cause. Thank you!

~The Walking with Moms in Need Group from St. Joseph - Olpe

WalkIng wIth Moms
In Need

BIngo fundraIser

Hole-y Donuts 
Next Weekend!!

Next weekend we will be serving donuts, coffee,
juice, and milk in the Parish Life Center after Sunday
morning Mass.  Please join us to enjoy good
conversation with fellow parishioners.

It’s time to
celebrate a new
season - a new
school year, new
ccd year, cooler
temperatures........... 

and our new Pastor, Fr. Mersmann!

we have some great cooks in our parish, so
no better way to kick things off than with
some friendly competition. Make a crock pot
of chili and/or a batch of cinnamon rolls
and gather at the Parish life center,
Wednesday, october 1 . we’ll open the doors
at 5:30 pm. Eating and voting will begin at
6:00 pm. with the winners being announced
before ccd at 7:00 pm. 

st

if you don’t want to join the competition,
please come eat and vote for your favorite
dish. let’s have a great turn out and
welcome fr. mersmann to our community.





CCD

Fish Fry

CCD

September 14th is the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. Most of the time, it goes
unnoticed on a weekday. This year, it falls on a Sunday. When a feast of Jesus happens on a
Sunday, we celebrate that feast rather than the given Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

I’m thrilled that we get to celebrate this feast all together. It’s one of my favorites. Even the fact
that it’s so important and goes mostly unnoticed makes me cherish it more. Holy Cross was the
first parish I was assigned to as a priest. I got my first pickup while I was there, so that I could do
much needed work on the grounds during Covid. 

The Cross itself is also the focal point in the timeline of all of creation. All that occurred before
anticipates that moment, and all that has happened since refers back to it. Here are some
quotes and thoughts from various saints that help communicate why this Feast and why the
Cross are so beautiful.

St. John Chrysostom (4th century)
He himself said, “The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.” Therefore I call Him King, because I see
Him crucif ied. It belongs to a king to f ight for his subjects, and He fought and overcame. Behold another
paradox: He is bound, and yet He looses the bonds of sin; He is pierced in the side, and yet He heals the wound
of Adam.

St. Paul of the Cross (1694–1775)
The Passion of Jesus is the greatest and most stupendous work of divine Love. The greatest and most
overwhelming work of God’s inf inite mercy. The Cross of Christ is the greatest book in which we learn the
knowledge of God. The Cross is the school of love.

St. Francis de Sales (1567–1622)
Mount Calvary is the academy of love. See how much He has loved us! For love of us He died. Upon the Cross
we learn all the lessons of perfection. What is more contrary than life and death, yet out of death He has given
us life?

St. Andrew of Crete (650-712)
“Christ’s glory is his cross and his exaltation upon it, as he plainly says: When I have been lifted up, I will draw
all men to myself.”

St. Theodore the Studite (759-826)
“The cross was the tree on which Christ, like a king on a chariot, destroyed the devil, the Lord of death, and
freed the human race from his tyranny.”

St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)
“Whoever wishes to live perfectly should do nothing but disdain what Christ disdained on the cross and desire
what he desired, for the cross exemplif ies every virtue.”

EXULTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

Father‘s Corner


