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HOLY CROSS SUNDAY
September 14, 2025 ~ 9:00 am

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
34 E. Orange Street
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993
Web Site: memluth.org
E-mail: office@memluth.org
717-532-4614

Welcoming all
Reaching out in love
Growing together in Christ
Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name

Reverend Godfred Effisah
717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell)
pastor@memliuth.org
Pastor’s office hours: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 9 am to 3 pm

Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!


https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#

Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for
Worship, please silence your cell phone.

INTRODUCTION

This festival, which originated in the fourth century, celebrates the
triumph of the cross. Paul reminds us that Christ crucified is the power
and wisdom of God. As Moses put a serpent on a pole to be a source
of healing for the Israelites, we lift high the cross as the sign of our
health and salvation. Each time we make the sign of the cross we
remember our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ.

GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” - Wood

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please kneel or stand as you are able.

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our maker, our helper, and our
keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We
trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We
turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found.
Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came
into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found.

In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.

Please stand as you are able.



GATHERING HYMN “In the Cross of Christ | Glory” ELW 324

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.

And also with you.

KYRIE READ RESPONSIVELY
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the
cross so that he might draw the whole world to himself. To those
who look upon the cross, grant your wisdom, healing, and eternal
life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4b-9
When the people spoke against God and Moses, the Lord sent
poisonous snakes against them. Moses interceded for the people, and
the Lord ordered him to erect a serpent of bronze on a pole. All who
looked at it after having been bitten by a serpent would live.



[From Mount Hor the Israelites set out,] “°but the people became dis-
couraged on the way. ° The people spoke against God and against Mo-
ses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilder-
ness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable
food.” “Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people,
and they bit the people, so that many lIsraelites died. ' The people
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the
LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.  And the LoRD said to Mo-
ses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole, and everyone
who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So Moses made a serpent of
bronze and put it upon a pole, and whenever a serpent bit someone,
that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 98:1-4 READ RESPONSIVELY
' Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
0 LoRb, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the
nations.
®You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of
Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
“ Shout with joy to the Lorb, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-24
At the heart of the Christian message is the word of the cross. This
proclamation seems foolish to many because it reveals true divine
power in the absolute weakness of Christ’s crucifixion. True wisdom
understands how ours is a God who suffers for and with humankind in
the cross.

' The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perish-
ing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. '“For it is
written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of
the discerning | will thwart.” ?”Where is the one who is wise? Where is
the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made fool-
ish the wisdom of the world? *' For since, in the wisdom of God, the
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the
foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. “’For Jews
ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, “but we proclaim Christ cru-
cified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, “put to
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
‘(‘Bod and the wisdom of God.



Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. May | never boast of anything except the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia. (Gal. 6:14)

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 3rd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL John 3:13-17
After explaining to Nicodemus that one must be born of water and
Spirit, Jesus speaks of being lifted up on the cross, with reference to
the bronze serpent lifted up by Moses in the desert. Here the Son of
God is revealed as the source of healing.

[Jesus said:] "““No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. '“ And just as Moses lifted ug
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. '°“For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that ever¥one who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. " “Indeed,
God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

Please stand as you are able.



HYMN OF THE DAY “Lift High the Cross” ELW 660

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and
all in need.

A brief silence.

Risen Lord, ignite in our hearts a passion for prayer. Make our hearts
yearn for your presence, helping us to seek you with all our being. In
this Year of Prayer, teach us to pray with deep conviction, and never
for shallow wishes, beliefs, or with a fleeting faith in you. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
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We give you praise, O God, for everything that is new and beautiful.
We pray that you bestow wisdom, knowledge, and joy upon our
students. Strengthen our teachers with courage and endurance. We
pray for a year filled with growth, protection, and God’s favor for our
teachers and students. May your presence be felt in every classroom
and hallway. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of grace, alleviate suffering. Comfort the sick and the grieving
(especially). Come to the aid of those who are hungry or needing
shelter. May they find hope in the cross and live. God of grace, receive
our prayer.

Good Shepherd, guide your flock. Protect us from the world’s lies and
lead us in the way of truth. Strengthen us in our faith and inspire us to
serve others. May we follow you to the cross and live. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Merciful God, you receive into your loving embrace those who have
died. Giving thanks for them, may we find comfort in the cross and live
in the hope of resurrection. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ,
our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated.

SENIOR CHOIR OFFERTORY “Lead Me, Lord” - Wesley/Martin
The Ushers will collect the offering.

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 884
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
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MEAL

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray together.

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have
given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of
riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we
have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE FOR HOLY CROSS

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and every-
where to give you thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For you placed the salvation of the human race on the wood of the
Cross, so that, where death arose, life might again spring forth and the
evil one, who conquered on a tree, might likewise on a tree be con-
quered, through Christ our Lord. Through him the Angels praise your
majesty, Dominions adore and Powers tremble before you. Heaven
and the Virtues of heaven and the blessed Seraphim worship together
with exultation. May our voices, we pray, join with theirs in humble
praise, as we acclaim:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Read Together
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, that whoever
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.

Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and accom-
plished our salvation.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to
come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we
ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our
praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless
us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we
and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with
heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints.

All glory and honor is yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of
mercy.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are welcome at the Lord'’s table. Please come forward by the center
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket.

COMMUNION HYMN “We Are An Offering” Senior Choir
Please stand as you are able.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and
appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to
share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’
name.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who
gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, + bless you now
and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross” ELW 803

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.

POSTLUDE “For the Strength of the Hills” - Stephens

Holy Cross Day - Sunday, September 14, 2025
Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land
and found what may be the actual site of Jesus' crucifixion. Her son
built two churches there, and the dedication of one of them gave rise to
this celebration of our Lord's victory on the cross.

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004243.
New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992
Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permis-
sion.
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