
	
WELCOME	TO	WORSHIP!	
We	are	so	glad	you	are	here!	 	

	
Hymns	marked	as	ELW	may	be	found	in	the	red	Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship	hymnal	and	hymns	marked	as	
WOV	may	be	found	in	the	blue	With	One	Voice	hymnal.	Assembly	responses	are	in	bold	typeface.	
	

	
	

GATHERING	
The	Holy	Spirit	calls	us	together	as	the	people	of	God.	

Confession	and	Forgiveness	
Blessed	be	the	holy	Trinity,	☩	one	God,	 
our	maker,	our	helper,	and	our	keeper.	Amen.	 

Trusting	in	God’s	mercy,	let	us	confess	our	sin	 
in	the	presence	of	God	and	of	one	another.	 

Merciful	and	loving	God,	 
we	are	your	stiff-necked	people.	 
We	trample	on	the	needy.	 
We	grumble	about	your	grace	to	others.	 
We	turn	away	from	the	poor.	 
Have	mercy	on	us	and	forgive	our	sins.	 
Rejoice	over	us	as	ones	who	were	lost	 
and	have	been	found.	Amen.	 

Even	when	we	are	faithless,	God	remains	faithful.	 
Jesus	Christ	came	into	the	world	to	save	sinners.	 
You	who	were	lost	have	been	found.	 
In	the	name	of	☩	Jesus,	your	sins	are	forgiven!	Amen.		
	 	

Called	 to	 contemplate	 the	 cost	 of	 discipleship,	we	might	 be	 helped	 by	 translating	 Paul’s	 request	 to	
Philemon	 into	our	prayer	of	 the	day:	Refresh	my	heart	 in	Christ.	 Strengthened	by	 the	 company	and	
forgiveness	of	Christ	in	holy	communion	and	recalling	God’s	grace	in	remembrance	of	baptism,	we	can	
be	strengthened	in	this	hour	to	“choose	life”—to	choose	life	in	God	as	our	own.	 
	 
	

13th	Sunday	after	Pentecost	+	September	7,	2025	+	9:00	am	
	

LUTHERAN	CHURCH	OF	THE	REDEEMER	
2417	Drexel	Avenue	-	Racine,	Wisconsin	53403	

(262)	634-7998	
https://www.facebook.com/LCRRacine 
https://www.racinelcredeemer.com	
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Gathering	Song	 “Have	Thine	Own	Way,	Lord”	TFF	#152	

	
	
Greeting	
The	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	love	of	God,	 	
and	the	communion	of	the	Holy	Spirit	be	with	you	all.	 	

And	also	with	you.	 	

Gloria	
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Prayer	of	the	Day	
Let	us	pray.	

Direct	us,	O	Lord	God,	in	all	our	doings	with	your	continual	help,	that	in	all	our	
works,	begun,	continued,	and	ended	in	you,	we	may	glorify	your	holy	name;	and	
finally,	by	your	mercy,	bring	us	to	everlasting	life,	through	Jesus	Christ,	our	
Savior	and	Lord.	Amen.	

	
WORD	

God	speaks	to	us	in	scripture	reading,	preaching,	and	song.	
	

First	Reading	 Jeremiah	18:1-11	
God	teaches	Jeremiah	a	lesson	at	a	potter’s	shop.	Just	as	a	potter	may	destroy	an	unacceptable	vessel,	starting	
over	to	refashion	it	into	one	of	value,	so	God	molds	and	fashions	the	nations,	including	Israel.		
The	word	that	came	to	Jeremiah	from	the	Lord:	2 “Come,	go	down	to	the	potter’s	house,	and	there	
I	will	let	you	hear	my	words.”	3 So	I	went	down	to	the	potter’s	house,	and	there	he	was	working	at	
his	wheel.	4 The	vessel	he	was	making	of	clay	was	spoiled	in	the	potter’s	hand,	and	he	reworked	it	
into	another	vessel,	as	seemed	good	to	him.	
5 Then	the	word	of	the	Lord	came	to	me:	6 Can	I	not	do	with	you,	O house	of	Israel,	 just	as	this	
potter	has	done?	says	 the	Lord.	 Just	 like	 the	clay	 in	 the	potter’s	hand,	 so	are	you	 in	my	hand,	
O house	of	Israel.	7 At	one	moment	I	may	declare	concerning	a	nation	or	a	kingdom	that	I	will	pluck	
up	and	break	down	and	destroy	it,	8 but	if	that	nation,	concerning	which	I	have	spoken,	turns	from	
its	evil,	I	will	change	my	mind	about	the	disaster	that	I	intended	to	bring	on	it.	9 And	at	another	
moment	I	may	declare	concerning	a	nation	or	a	kingdom	that	I	will	build	and	plant	it,	10 but	if	it	
does	evil	in	my	sight,	not	listening	to	my	voice,	then	I	will	change	my	mind	about	the	good	that	I	
had	 intended	 to	 do	 to	 it.	 11 Now,	 therefore,	 say	 to	 the	 people	 of	 Judah	 and	 the	 inhabitants	 of	
Jerusalem:	Thus	says	the	Lord:	Look,	I	am	a	potter	shaping	evil	against	you	and	devising	a	plan	
against	you.	Turn	now,	all	of	you,	from	your	evil	way,	and	amend	your	ways	and	your	doings.		
At	the	conclusion	of	the	reading,	the	assembly	responds:	Thanks	be	to	God.	
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Psalm	139:1-6,	13-18	
You	have	searched	me	out	and	known	me. (Ps. 139:1)	 

	 1 Lord,	you	have	|	searched	me	out;	O	Lord,	you	|	have	known	me.		
	 2 You	know	my	sitting	down	and	my	|	rising	up;		 you	discern	my	thoughts	|	from	afar.		
	 3 You	trace	my	journeys	and	my	|	resting-places		 and	are	acquainted	with	|	all	my	ways.		
	 4 Indeed,	there	is	not	a	word	|	on	my	lips,		 but	you,	O	Lord,	know	it	|	altogether.		
	 5 You	encompass	me,	behind	|	and	before,	and	lay	your	|	hand	upon	me.		
	 6 Such	knowledge	is	too	wonder-	|	ful	for	me;	it	is	so	high	that	I	cannot	at-	|	tain	to	it.		
	 13 For	you	yourself	created	my	|	inmost	parts;		 you	knit	me	together	in	my	|	mother’s	womb.		
	 14 I	will	thank	you	because	I	am	mar-	|	velously	made;		
	 	 your	works	are	wonderful,	and	I	|	know	it	well.		
	 15 My	body	was	not	hid-	|	den	from	you,		
	 	 while	I	was	being	made	in	secret	and	woven	in	the	depths	|	of	the	earth.		
	 16 Your	eyes	beheld	my	limbs,	yet	unfinished	in	the	womb;	all	of	them	were	written	|	in	 	
	 	 	 your	book;		 my	days	were	fashioned	before	they	|	came	to	be.		
	 17 How	deep	I	find	your	|	thoughts,	O	God!	How	great	is	the	|	sum	of	them!		
	 18 If	I	were	to	count	them,	they	would	be	more	in	number	|	than	the	sand;		
	 	 to	count	them	all,	my	life	span	would	need	to	|	be	like	yours.  

	
	
Second	Reading	 	 Philemon	1-21	
Onesimus,	a	new	Christian	and	a	man	enslaved	by	Philemon,	has	helped	Paul,	who	is	in	prison.	Paul	writes	this	
letter	to	his	friend	Philemon	to	encourage	him	to	receive	Onesimus,	upon	his	return,	as	a	sibling	in	Christ.	 

Paul,	a	prisoner	of	Christ	Jesus,	and	Timothy	our	brother,	 		
To	our	beloved	coworker	Philemon,	2 to	our	sister	Apphia,	to	our	fellow	soldier	Archippus,	and	to	
the	church	in	your	house:		
3 Grace	to	you	and	peace	from	God	our	Father	and	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.		
4 I	thank	my	God	always	when	I	mention	you	in	my	prayers,	5 because	I	hear	of	your	love	for	all	
the	saints	and	your	faith	toward	the	Lord	Jesus.	6 I	pray	that	the	partnership	of	your	faith	may	
become	effective	as	you	comprehend	all	the	good	that	we	share	in	Christ.	7 I	have	indeed	received	
much	joy	and	encouragement	from	your	love,	because	the	hearts	of	the	saints	have	been	refreshed	
through	you,	my	brother.	
	8 For	this	reason,	though	I	am	more	than	bold	enough	in	Christ	to	command	you	to	do	the	right	
thing,	9 yet	I	would	rather	appeal	to	you	on	the	basis	of	love—and	I,	Paul,	do	this	as	an	old	man	
and	now	also	as	a	prisoner	of	Christ	Jesus.	10 I	am	appealing	to	you	for	my	child,	Onesimus,	whose	
father	I	have	become	during	my	imprisonment.	11 Formerly	he	was	useless	to	you,	but	now	he	is	
indeed	useful	to	you	and	to	me.	12 I	am	sending	him,	that	is,	my	own	heart,	back	to	you.	13 I	wanted	
to	keep	him	with	me	so	that	he	might	minister	to	me	in	your	place	during	my	imprisonment	for	
the	gospel,	14 but	I	preferred	to	do	nothing	without	your	consent	in	order	that	your	good	deed	
might	be	voluntary	and	not	something	forced.	15 Perhaps	this	is	the	reason	he	was	separated	from	
you	for	a	while,	so	that	you	might	have	him	back	for	the	long	term,	16 no	longer	as	a	slave	but	more	
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than	a	slave,	a	beloved	brother—especially	to	me	but	how	much	more	to	you,	both	in	the	flesh	and	
in	the	Lord.		
17 So	 if	 you	 consider	 me	 your	 partner,	 welcome	 him	 as	 you	 would	 welcome	me.	 18 If	 he	 has	
wronged	you	in	any	way	or	owes	you	anything,	charge	that	to	me.	19 I,	Paul,	am	writing	this	with	
my	own	hand:	I	will	repay	it.	I	say	nothing	about	your	owing	me	even	your	own	self.	20 Yes,	brother,	
let	me	have	this	benefit	 from	you	 in	the	Lord!	Refresh	my	heart	 in	Christ.	21 Confident	of	your	
obedience,	I	am	writing	to	you,	knowing	that	you	will	do	even	more	than	I	ask.		
At	the	conclusion	of	the	reading,	the	assembly	responds:	Thanks	be	to	God.	 	
	
Gospel	Acclamation	

	

	

	
Gospel	Announcement	
The	Holy	Gospel	according	to	Luke.	 	

Glory	to	you,	O	Lord	
	

Gospel	  Luke	14:25-33	
Jesus	speaks	frankly	about	the	costs	of	discipleship.	Those	who	follow	him	should	know	from	the	outset	that	
completing	the	course	of	discipleship	will	finally	mean	renouncing	all	other	allegiances.	 
Now	large	crowds	were	traveling	with	[Jesus],	and	he	turned	and	said	to	them,	26 “Whoever	comes	
to	me	and	does	not	hate	father	and	mother,	wife	and	children,	brothers	and	sisters,	yes,	and	even	
life	itself,	cannot	be	my	disciple.	27 Whoever	does	not	carry	the	cross	and	follow	me	cannot	be	my	
disciple.	28 For	which	of	you,	intending	to	build	a	tower,	does	not	first	sit	down	and	estimate	the	
cost,	to	see	whether	he	has	enough	to	complete	it?	29 Otherwise,	when	he	has	laid	a	foundation	
and	is	not	able	to	finish,	all	who	see	it	will	begin	to	ridicule	him,	30 saying,	‘This	fellow	began	to	
build	and	was	not	able	to	finish.’	31 Or	what	king,	going	out	to	wage	war	against	another	king,	will	
not	sit	down	first	and	consider	whether	he	is	able	with	ten	thousand	to	oppose	the	one	who	comes	
against	him	with	twenty	thousand?	32 If	he	cannot,	then	while	the	other	is	still	far	away,	he	sends	
a	delegation	and	asks	for	the	terms	of	peace.	33 So	therefore,	none	of	you	can	become	my	disciple	
if	you	do	not	give	up	all	your	possessions.”	 

The	Gospel	of	the	Lord.	Praise	to	you,	O	Christ.	 	 	
	
Sermon	
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Hymn	of	the	Day	 	 “Will	You	Come	and	Follow	Me”	ELW	#798	
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Prayers	of	Intercession	
The	Assisting	Minister	leads	the	prayers	of	the	people	for	the	church,	the	world,	and	all	people	in	need.	 	
Each	petition	ends	with:	God	of	Grace,	receive	our	prayer.	

	
Sharing	of	the	Peace	
The	peace	of	Christ	be	with	you	always.	 	

And	also	with	you.	
	
	

MEAL	
God	feeds	us	with	the	presence	of	Jesus	Christ.	

Offering	
There	are	many	ways	to	give	to	support	Redeemer!	You	may	place	your	offering	in	the	offering	
plate	as	it	is	passed,	you	may	mail	your	offering	to	the	church	office,	you	can	even	text	to	give	
by	texting	the	amount	you	wish	to	give	to	262.592.5757,	then	follow	the	prompts.	You	may	also	
scan	 the	 code	 to	 the	 left	 with	 your	 smartphone’s	 camera	 to	 give	 on	 our	 website	
(www.racinelcredeemer.com).	Thank	you	for	your	generosity!	
	

Offering	Song	

	

We	remember	our	homebound	members	and	all	who	have	asked	 for	our	prayers:	Erna	 Joswig	
Joyce	 Owens,	 Dorothy	 Popadic,	 Pat	 Quale,	 Carmen	 Falk	Merlin	 Gandrud,	 Tom	 Johnson,	Mario	
Miranda,	Lynda,	Estie	Marnell,	Sheila	Fair,	Cherie	 Julius,	Lynn	Hooper,	Randy	Weit,	Aimee	and	
Mark	Hooper,	Missy	Hoffman,	Mary	Scruggs,	Linda	Losito,	Anne	Maley,	Judi	and	Larry	Krebs.	
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Offertory	Prayer	
The	assembly	may	rise	in	body	or	spirit.	
Let	us	pray.	Lord	of	the	harvest,	 

we	return	to	you	a	portion	of	what	you	have	given	to	us.	 
Turn	us	to	set	our	hope	not	on	the	uncertainty	of	riches,	 
but	on	you,	who	richly	provides	for	us.	 
Multiply	what	we	have	gathered	to	bless	all	who	are	suffering	and	in	need,	 
through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.	
	

	
Great	Thanksgiving	

	
	
The	Presiding	Minister	continues:	 	

It	is	indeed	right,	our	duty	and	our	joy…	
.…	we	praise	your	name	and	join	their	unending	hymn:	
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The	Presiding	Minister	prays	giving	thanks	to	God,	for	God’s	saving	work	throughout	history.	 	
The	Assembly	responds	when	prompted:	

Remembering	his	death,	we	cry	out	Amen.	Amen. 
Celebrating	his	resurrection,	we	shout	Amen.	Amen. 
Trusting	his	presence	in	every	time	and	place,	we	plead	Amen.	Amen. 

The	prayer	concludes:	Amen.	 	
The	Lord’s	Prayer	
Feel	free	to	pray	this	Ecumenical	Lord’s	Prayer,	or	the	more	traditional	version,	or	heck,	pray	it	in	a	different	
language	if	you	know	it!	

Our	Father	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	your	name,	
your	kingdom	come,	your	will	be	done,	on	earth	as	in	heaven.	
Give	us	today	our	daily	bread.	 	
Forgive	us	our	sins	as	we	forgive	those	who	sin	against	us.	 	
Save	us	from	the	time	of	trial	and	deliver	us	from	evil.	
For	the	kingdom,	the	power,	and	the	glory	are	yours,	
now	and	forever.	Amen.	

	
Invitation	to	Communion	
Jesus	welcomes	sinners	and	eats	with	them.	Come	to	this	meal	of	mercy.	 
	
	 	



 11 
 

Distribution	of	Communion	
If	you	are	worshipping	with	us	at	home,	you	are	invited	to	partake	in	Communion	as	well!	All	you	need	is	bread	
of	any	kind	and	wine	or	juice	of	any	kind.	As	you	receive	the	bread:	‘This	is	the	Body	of	Christ	given	for	you.’	As	
you	receive	the	wine	or	juice:	‘This	is	the	Blood	of	Christ	shed	for	you.’	If	you	are	worshipping	with	more	than	
one	person,	please	serve	one	another	as	you	able	using	the	above	words.	
	

  	 	
	
Distribution	Song	 “Borning	Cry”	ELW	#732	
	 Words	and	music	on	page	14	

	
Table	Blessing	
	
	
Prayer	After	Communion	
Let	us	pray.	O	God,	 

through	this	meal	you	have	strengthened	us	and	appointed	us	to	be	your	
servants.	Send	us	to	do	good	and	to	share	our	possessions	with	all	in	need.	 
We	ask	this	in	Jesus’	name.	Amen. 
	

	
SENDING	

God	blesses	us	and	sends	us	in	mission	to	the	world	
	

Blessing	
The	God	of	righteousness,	who	gives	justice	to	the	oppressed,	who	gives	food	to	the	hungry,	 
who	sets	the	prisoners	free,	☩	bless	you	now	and	forever.	Amen.	
	
	 	



 12 
 

Sending	Hymn	 	 “Praise	to	You,	O	God	of	Mercy”	ELW	#208	

	
	
Dismissal	
Go	in	peace.	Do	not	lose	heart.	

Thanks	be	to	God.	 	
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Serving	Today	 	
Altar	Flowers:		 	 Jan	Brandies	
	 	 	 	 In	Honor	of	Our	58th	Wedding	Anniversary	
Usher:		 	 	 Linda	&	Kevin	Rattle	
Assisting	Minister:	 	 	 Lori	Rennock	
Reader:	 	 	 	 Jeanne	Schierstedt	
Altar	Guild:	 	 	 Jan	Bradies	&	Jennifer	Dustman	
Musician:	 	 	 	 Paul	Berge	
Pastor:	 	 	 	 The	Rev.	Matt	James 

Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-718548. All rights reserved 
Liturgy reprinted from SundaysAndSeasons.com.  
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22091 



 14 
 

Distribution	Song	 “Borning	Cry”	ELW	#732	

	


