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Theme: Like clay in the potter’s hand, creation, and our lives, are continually being shaped by God, calling us to live in harmony with all that God has made.

What we perceive as “our lives” is not a completed creation the instant we are born. When we are born a seed is planted and throughout our lives  the creation changes, evolves. We grow, learn, transform, mature, produce and then one day our bodies “return to the dust.” This is how it is with all things. The whole of creation is not a finished product, but a living, growing, transforming work of art. 

And the growing doesn’t just happen physically, although that is the part we associate with “returning to the dust.” The growing, learning, transforming, maturing, happens within, as we become more enlightened with the understanding that we are part of a greater thing….like individual drops of water are all part of the ocean.

Jeremiah gifted us with the image of the potter. God is the potter, we are the clay. Jeremiah is a less than popular prophet. Not because he isn’t good at being God’s messenger, but because his messages to the people from God are not always perceived as “good news.” He could have totally used the phase “Don’t shoot the messenger!” on many occasions.

As the messenger, Jeremiah is invited by God, to hear God’s message through witnessing an artist at work. 

We only need to look around at the world to see that it’s in crisis, political crisis, climate crisis, conflict and displacement crisis, housing crisis, food insecurity crisis, to name just a few.

Perhaps today, there is a sense of history repeating itself. Humanity still is having to do the work of repenting, turning away from that which is destructive to the peace and unity of creation, and finding its way back to the ONE, to following in God’s way, to finding it’s “proper place in the ecosystem of the planet.” (Bruce Sanguin, If Darwin Prayed, p. 143)

The sins of God’s people back in the time of Jeremiah are not unlike the sins humanity struggles with today. In Jeremiah 17, the chapter before today’s scripture, it tells how the people are worshipping other gods, and many are gaining wealth through unjust or oppressive means. 

God doesn’t like how things are going down, so like the potter, God is thinking about having another go at shaping the clay - by first destroying the first vessel that was formed. In the scripture the vessel is seen as “a nation” or “a kingdom.” But what if we apply that image to any of the nations or kingdoms today? 
Or what happens if we see that vessel in the potter’s hands as our individual selves? 

Traditional, and perhaps outdated, images of an angry and destructive “God of the Old Testament” comes to life in this passage. But is there room, or a place, in our theology for a God who has the power to begin again? To create and then continue to create? After all we state in the NEW Creed that “We believe in God: who has created and is creating.” Perhaps this ability to start again, or reshape, or mutate and adapt, is just part of the process of creating…the same way a painter might paint  over a canvas that they are not fully pleased with. Or maybe this is just God’s idea of “tough love.” 

As one commentator wrote, “There are times when tough love is necessary to bring healing and reverse the effects of poor decisions, to reverse the effects of sin and evil in the world.” (Alphonetta Wines, Biblical scholar, Fort Worth, Texas)

But even though this prophecy from Jeremiah seems grim, it is not without hope. There is some co-creating going on. Not all aspects of our lives are in the hands of God. We too have the ability to create the world we perceive as “our lives.” We have been given freewill after all. If God’s people turn away from their sin, God will reconsider the breaking down and destroying. This prophecy is not just a message of doom, but a warning. If things change, and justice is restored,  all will be well for God’s people. But we’re slow learners aren’t we? Centuries after Jeremiah’s prophecy, the planet is on fire and the fabric of a just and democratic society seems to be unraveling at an alarming rate in places where democracy was once valued and upheld. 

We’re not fools. We know that in this physical world we perceive, it’s all about power, control and wealth. Those who have all the power, wealth and perceived control, want to keep it and build on it, at the expense of everyone else. They don’t want the systems they benefit from to be transformed into systems built on love, compassion and the sharing of God’s abundance, a system based on what I call “God’s economy.” They want people to earn their way, so no hand-ups for the vulnerable, those who the Bible calls orphans and widows. 

Those in power want people to be labelled, and put in tidy boxes. They want people to conform to the “norms” of society, what they have decided is normal. So, there is no room for diversity, thinking outside the box, exploring new ways of living together, new ways of sustaining life on this planet. Anything outside the box is considered a threat….instead of an opportunity…instead of a place for new growth, or a new creative expression. 

But our faith reminds us that God has created and IS creating. Fired pottery is often an object of beauty, in addition to being useful, but it is also brittle, and easy to break. We are not meant to be the hard rigid fired pots that are created for certain purposes…bricks, tiles, pots, bowls, mugs or jugs. We are the unfired raw clay which is still malleable, even if we often don’t see ourselves that way.

But instead of malleable beings, we often see ourselves as finished products, especially once we get to a certain age, and we have the idioms to support that. 
"you can't teach an old dog new tricks”
“I’m set in my ways”
“It’s set in stone”

Even if one wants to change, or wants to try and shift, or embrace something new, we cling to images that illustrate the difficulties we have in doing that. Afterall, wasn’t it better in the good ole’ days?

Like it or not, destruction is also a part of the creative process. 

What needs to be taken down and dismantled so that something new can be created? Something with a more pleasing shape, application, purpose, life-giving expression of God’s will?

What has to be destroyed or what do you have to let go of in your personal life so you can grow? Change? Or Mature? 

What has to be destroyed in our systems that hold some people back while others are lifted up? Where in our systems do we uphold privilege and conformity while stifling diversity? 
Where are we supporters of unjust systems? 

What has to be destroyed in our faith communities and churches so new growth and more just ways can be adopted? 

Traditionally the workings of the church have been based on doctrine and judgement….some belong and some don’t. In an attempt to follow the way of Jesus, which offers the world radical hospitality, those working within the United Church of Canada are drawing the circle wide and basing the workings of the church, not on doctrine or judgement, but on values — Love, kindness, forgiveness & grace.

So where does our hope lie? 

Our hope lies in the fact that nothing stays the same, and this too shall pass. 

So, in the meantime what does God call us to do? 

Never stop striving toward making the world a better place. 
In earnest search for that which is false, untrue, and when you find it, discard it, let it go. 

Do not put your energy into hearsay, gossip, hype, rumours, idle talk, complaining, bad-mouthing….in your personal life, in the church, in the community, out in the world. 
Do not do harm by spreading negative, harmful, untruths. 

Focus your attention on searching for the truth within yourself. 
And keep co-creating with God as your master potter. 
Allow God to soften and rework your malleable heart 
	and awaken you to new and life-giving ways. 

May it be so. Amen. 

Prayer Rev. Susan Emily Cole adapted from A New Creed.
Let us join our hearts in prayer…

We are not alone,
    we live in God’s world.

 We believe in God:
    who has created....and is creating…and will continue to create. 

We’re not done yet. I'm not done yet. Humanity is not done yet. 
Or maybe we were done, but now it’s time for some renovations.
Or maybe we need to start over again. Like the potter often does. 

As the Church we are called:
    to celebrate God’s presence,
    to live with respect in Creation,
    to love and serve others,
    to seek justice and resist evil,
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
       our judge and our hope.

As an individual I’m called:
	to live up to my self-assigned label of “Christian”
	to follow in God’s way, in the way of Jesus.
I don’t always get it right, and I still need to make daily adjustments,
after reflection, discernment, truth searching.

God, make us open to change,
     to the reworking of the clay,
     to the re-forming, reconstructing, re-creating.
Help us to let go of the past, and the anxiety of tomorrow, and instead, help us embrace and find life in the now.

Remind us that in this work of resurrection, 
we are not alone.
    Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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