
S p a c e  f o r  G o d     C o u n t  T h e  C o s t

P R E P A R A T I O N  
• In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit • 
And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him 
must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.    
Hebrews 11:6 

W O R S H I P  
For you are great and perform wonderful deeds. You alone are God. 
Teach me your ways, O Lord, 
that I may live according to your truth! 
Grant me purity of heart, 
so that I may honor you. 
With all my heart I will praise you, O Lord my God. 
I will give glory to your name forever.  Psalm 86:10-12 

C O N F E S S I O N  
For I have told you often before, and I say it again with tears in my eyes, that there 
are many whose conduct shows they are really enemies of the cross of Christ.  
They are headed for destruction. Their god is their appetite, they brag about 
shameful things, and they think only about this life here on earth. 
Philippians 3:18-19 

M E D I T A T I O N  —  L u k e  1 4 : 2 5 - 3 3 *  

A  large crowd was following Jesus. He turned around and said to them, “If you 
want to be my disciple, you must, by comparison, hate everyone else—your 

father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. 
Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple. And if you do not carry your own cross and 
follow me, you cannot be my disciple. 
“But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would begin construction of a 
building without first calculating the cost to see if there is enough money to finish it? 
Otherwise, you might complete only the foundation before running out of money, 
and then everyone would laugh at you. They would say, ‘There’s the person who 
started that building and couldn’t afford to finish it!’ 
“Or what king would go to war against another king without first sitting down with 
his counselors to discuss whether his army of 10,000 could defeat the 20,000 sol-
diers marching against him? And if he 
can’t, he will send a delegation to 
discuss terms of peace while the en-
emy is still far away. So you cannot 
become my disciple without giving 
up everything you own. 

ANCHORING PRAYER    
I will give up everything for You. 

REVIEW OF THE HEART 
When did I prioritize my relationship with Christ above all else? 
When did I value my own desires more than God’s? 

WISDOM 
It was by faith that Moses, when he grew up, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter. He chose to share the oppression of God’s people instead of 
enjoying the fleeting pleasures of sin. He thought it was better to suffer for the 
sake of Christ than to own the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to his 
great reward.   Hebrews 11:24-26 

The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! But 
we who are being saved know it is the very power of God.  1 Corinthians 1:18 

“The first call which every Christian experiences is the call to abandon the 
attachments of this world.”   —Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

T E S T I M O N Y    What is God saying to me?   

I N T E R C E S S I O N    Prayers for the Church, for others, and for me.  

B E N E D I C T I O N  
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of 
faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily 
trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. 
We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, 
the champion who initiates and perfects our faith.  
Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. 
Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne. 
• Amen • 
Hebrews 12:1-2
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IN SOLITUDE AND/OR COMMUNITY
Read Slowly, several times.
Reflect What does the text say?
Respond How does it relate to my life?
Rest I welcome God’s healing and renewal.

SPACE FOR GOD DAILY
Be still and quiet before God.

Seek the Holy Spirit’s filling and guidance.
Speak, act, and serve from a listening heart.


