FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

13* Sunday after Pentecost

o Sunday, September 7, 2025
9:30 a.m.
Ordinary Time
We welcome you to worship!
Please fill out the blue worship card and place it in the offering plate later in the service.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

INTRODUCTION

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request to Philemon into
our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy
communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to
“choose life”—to choose life in God as our own.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ** one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We
turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.

Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. You who were
lost have been found. In the name of * Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “God’s Work, Our Hands” ACS1000vs. 1,2

God's Work, Our Hands ACS 1000
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1.God's  work.,  our hands: work - ing to - geth - er
2.God's  work, our feet: trav - 'ling to - geth - er
3.God's  work., our voice: sing - ing to - geth - e
4. God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture. re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low-ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all who  will hear.
seed - lings are sprout - ing and bread's on the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new ar - dens.
walk - ig as friends. march - ing for ree - dom.
pray - ing for peace, shout - ing for jus - tice,
ashed and set free. hum - bled  and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gr and shelt - 'ring the cold.
run - ning the race  with  God's fu - ture the oal.
claim - m(% God's love  for the lost and the east.
gift - e by grace, we re - spond in  God's love.
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Bless. God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless. God. our feet as  we fol - low  your way.
Bless. God. our voice as  we speak in your name.
Bless. God, our lives  as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing the good news of  your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of  your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of  your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of  your gos - pel.
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 EARTH AND ALL STARS

Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music 1968 Augsburg Publishing HOuse, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued,
and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
ANTHEM “Hymn of Promise” by Natalie Sleeth Randy Williams
Accompanied by Sally Campbell
READINGS

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In this passage, he lays
out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the Lord; or choose death by following other
gods.

15“See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. ¢ If you obey the commandments of
the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and ob-
serving his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord
your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you do not
hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, *I declare to you today that you shall certainly
perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. °I call heaven
and earth to witness against you today that I have set before your life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life
so that you and your descendants may live, ?° loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for
that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your an-
cestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

Philemon 1-21

Onesimus, a new Christian and a man enslaved by Philemon, has helped Paul, who is in prison. Paul writes this
letter to his friend Philemon to encourage him to receive Onesimus, upon his return, as a sibling in Christ.

1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2to our sister Ap-
phia, to our fellow soldier Archippus, and to the church in your house: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. *I thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, > because I hear of
your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. ¢ I pray that the partnership of your faith may be-
come effective as you comprehend all the good that we share in Christ. I have indeed received much joy and
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 8
For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to do the right thing, °yet I would
rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ
Jesus. 1°I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. !*
Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. ?I am sending him, that is, my



own heart, back to you. ¥ I wanted to keep him with me so that he might minister to me in your place during my
imprisonment for the gospel, *but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your good deed
might be voluntary and not something forced. !> Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while,
so that you might have him back for the long term, '* no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved broth-
er—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 7 So if you consider me your
partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. '8 If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything,
charge that to me. ¥, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me
even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 2!
Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God
CHILDREN,S TIME Deacon Korra Looschen
GIVING OF FIRST BIBLES Deacon Korra Looschen
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 142
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-1Tu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.

GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 14" chapter beginning at the 25% verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Luke 14:25-33

Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset that complet-
ing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.

25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus|, and he turned and said to them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and
does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my dis-
ciple. 2 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 2 For which of you, intending to
build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 3
saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” 3! Or what king, going out to wage war against anoth-
er king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes
against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and
asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your pos-
sessions.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you , O Christ.



SERMON Pastor Garrett Struessel
BLESSING OF THE QUILTS

LEADER: Let us pray. O Lord our God, maker of all things, you have blessed us with so many Gifts — a good eye
for color, the ability to make fine stitches, the skills to develop ever-new and exciting patterns. Now we offer the
fruits of our labors, the Quilts we have made, to you.

PEOPLE: We dedicate these Quilts to your service, trusting that your love will go wherever each Quilt is sent,
making it more than just a piece of material, a collection of items — making each piece we have created an
expression of love. There is no way for us to imagine the power and effect an act of love can have on a per-
son’s life — how you can use something as small as a Quilt to radiate your love from us to the world. May
these be used in your service and become blessings for all those who receive them.

LEADER: Lord, we know that all we possess comes from your loving hand. Give us grace to honor you with all of
our being: draw our hearts to you, guide our minds, fill our imaginations, control our wills, so that we may be
wholly yours. Use us as you will, always to your glory and the welfare of your people. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of Grace

Receive our prayer.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERTORY
OFFERING PRAYER

Lord of the harvest,

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of
riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffer-
ing and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right

to give our

thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 144
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen
SHARING OF COMMUNION (for those of you at home)

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the
promise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation,
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of the forgiveness of sin, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come forward
for communion. We invite everyone to receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy Com-
munion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome”. In our serving communion trays, wine is darker red on
the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve only gluten-free bread prepared in a kitchen
excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat-gluten sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the
Lord is good.

LAMB OF GOD Page 146
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COMMUNION HYMNS

“O Jesus, I Have Promised” ELW 810
“Take My Life, That I Maybe” ELW 685
“We Come to the Hungry Feast” ELW 479



O Jesus, I Have Promised ELW 810
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1.0_ Je-sus, I have prom- ised to serve you to the end;
2.0h, let me feel you near me; the world is___ ev - er near.
3.0h, let me hear you speak - ing in ac - centsclear and  still
4.0__ Je - sus, you have prom - ised to all who fol - low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas - ter and my friend.

I___ see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry vyour ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, I have prom-ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul.
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas - ter and my friend.
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Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt. MUNICH
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Music: Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693



Take My Life, That I May Be
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1.Take my life that I may be con-se - crat - ed, Lord, to thee;
2. Take my hands and let them move at the 1im- pulse of thy love;
3. Take my voice and let me sing al-ways, on - ly, for my King;
4. Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I with-hold;
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takemy mo-ments and my days; let them flow with cease - less praise.
takemy feet and  let them be swift and beau-ti - ful for thee.
takemy lips and  let them be filled with mes-sag - es from thee.

ev - 'ty pow'ras thou shalt choose.
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5. Take my will and make it thine;
It shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: William H Havergal, 1793-1870
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6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

PATMOS
7777



We Come to the Hungry Feast

ELW 479
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not de - nied. We come, we__come to the hun-gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we__ come to the hun-gry feast.
with wus; still we__ come, we__come to the hun-gry feast.
Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943 HUNGRY FEAST
77889

Music: Ray Makeever

Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress

11



COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and
to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SENDING

HOMEBOUND COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN “God'’s Work, Our Hands” ACS 1000 vs. 3,4
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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God's Work, Our Hands

ACS 1000

P4 i{,‘ D)
[3)
1.God's work. our hands: work - ing to - geth - e
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4. God is at work in and a - round us:
H | . A\
p ) %
A3V : .
[Y)
build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low-ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new ar - dens,
walk - ig as friends. march - ing for ree - dom.
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feed - ing the hun - gr and shelt - 'ring the cold.
run - ning the race  with  God's fu - ture the oal.
claim - mg God's  love  for the lost  and  the east.
gift - e by grace, we re - spond in  God's love.
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Bless. God.  our hands as we work in your name.
Bless. God. our feet as  we fol - low  your way.
Bless. God.  our voice as  we speak  in your name,
Bless. God. our lives  as we an - swer  your call,
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shar - ing the good news of  your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of  your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of  your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of  your gos - pel.
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 EARTH AND ALL STARS

Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music 1968 Augsburg Publishing HOuse, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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WELCOME to Worship!
WELCOME to worship! We are so glad you are here!

LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.

KIDS WORSHIP BAGS are available to use during the church service. Pick one up in the narthex
so they can enjoy looking through a children's Bible, coloring in the coloring pages, or playing
with one of the toys. Kids worship bags are labeled according to age ranges. Please return the bags

after service. Thank you for bringing your kids to church

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking lot, one-half block north of

the church on Terry Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the hallway leading to the Big
Room. There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and in the

Big Room.
We love seeing you in worship!
Scan the QR Code for the Following! Preacher/Presider
View the Latest Sunday Bulletin Worship Assistant

Council Hosts

Ushers

Reader

Communion Assistants

Pianist/Organist

The Rev. Garrett Struessel
Deacon Korra Looschen
Rick Samson

Amy Ley

Ann Hinman

Holly Keenan

Barb Mohr
Barb Mohr

Stephanie Nieuwlandt

Jeffrey Hartmann

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license
#SBL14236. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen is copyright © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission OneLicense A-713218.
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