Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost J ®
September 7, 2025
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Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in I
the pews.

Confession and Forgiveness &

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Compassionate One,

C We confess that we have not loved you with all our heart, mind, and
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven
others as we have been forgiven. We have been angry, selfish, and dishonest.
Forgive us, Lord. Help us to love you more than anything else and to love
others the way you love us.

Amen.

P Happy are those whose sins are forgiven, whose wrongs are pardoned.
Happy is the one whom the Lord does not accuse of doing wrong and who is free
from all deceit. As a called and ordained minister, I proclaim to you God’s

forgiveness. In Him, you are set free. In the name of the Father, and of the - Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Peace: As baptized and forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and
peace with one another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.



*Hymn: “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” Red Book #520
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1 Dear - est Je - sus, at your word we have come a -
2 All our knowl-edge, sense, and sight lie in  deep - est
3 Ra - diance of God’s glo - ry bright, Light of Light from
4 Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost, praise to you and
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gain  to hear you; let our thoughts and hearts be stirred
dark - ness shroud - ed till your Spir - it breaks the  night,
God pro - ceed - ing, Je - sus, send your bless-ed light;
ad - o - ra - tion! Grant us what we need the  most:
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and in glow-ing faith be near you as the prom - is -
fill - ing us with light un - cloud - ed. All  good thoughts and
help our hear-ing, speak - ing, heed - ing, that our prayers and

all your gos-pel’'s con - so - la - tion while we here on
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es here giv - en draw us whol - ly wup to heav - en.
all good liv - ing come but by  your gra - cious giv - ing.
songs may please you, as  with grate - ful hearts we praise you.
earth a - wait you, till in heav’'n with praise we greet you.

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.
Music: LIEBSER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation,
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Lord,

have
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cy.

let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.




Hymn of Praise

Assisting minister
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - 1a.

ou .
A — : — = — I | = - —
(c—T——= ] I i ! 4 [ _— o= ) P
= 2 | =

1 Wor-thy 1s Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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free to be peo-ple of God Pow - er and rich - es and wis - dom and

O —— i : — .
‘\ys‘: ) G ] IV .P ® |P 2 QI - il ’JI : <

J (I - | - & o=

strength, and hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
Refrain

04 i i . — —
e e e e e e e e e e e e e e &
G | — ! = P —

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
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This 1s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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has be - gun his reign. Al - le - Iu-ia. Al-1le - lu - ia.



P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all
our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy
name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Message

Bible Blessing

First Reading — Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Pew Bible #166

15¢«See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. ' If
you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that [ am commanding you
today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become
numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to
possess. 7 But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to
bow down to other gods and serve them, 81 declare to you today that you shall
certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan
to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I
have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you
and your descendants may live, 2° loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and
holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may
live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob.”

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God

Psalm 1

! Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in
the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2> Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s

teaching | day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that do not wither; everything they | do shall prosper.

*1t is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

> Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the
sinner in the council of the righteous.

For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall
be destroyed



Second Reading — Philemon 1-21 Pew Bible #972

'Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To our beloved
coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier Archippus, and to
the church in your house: * Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. *I thank my God always when I mention you in my

prayers, > because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the
Lord Jesus. ¢ I pray that the partnership of your faith may become effective as you
comprehend all the good that we share in Christ. ’I have indeed received much joy
and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, my brother. ® For this reason, though I am more than bold
enough in Christ to command you to do the right thing, ° yet I would rather appeal
to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a
prisoner of Christ Jesus. '°1 am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose
father I have become during my imprisonment. '! Formerly he was useless to you,
but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. 21 am sending him, that is, my own
heart, back to you. *I wanted to keep him with me so that he might minister to me
in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel, # but I preferred to do
nothing without your consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and
not something forced. '° Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a
while, so that you might have him back for the long term, ' no longer as a slave
but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to
you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. !” So if you consider me your partner,
welcome him as you would welcome me. ' If he has wronged you in any way or
owes you anything, charge that to me. I, Paul, am writing this with my own
hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 2° Yes,
brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in

Christ. ! Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will
do even more than I ask.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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Al -le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.



Gospel Reading — Luke 14:25-33 Pew Bible #844

C Glory to you, O Lord

2> Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to

them, 6 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my

disciple. 2’ Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my

disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? ?° Otherwise, when
he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to
ridicule him, ** saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” 3! Or
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against
him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he
sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. ** So therefore, none of you can
become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

C Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon by Pastor Mike Rahlf



Sermon Hymn: “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” Red Book 802
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1 Let us ev -er walk with Je-sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly die with Je - sus. Since by deathhe con-quered death,
4 Let us al -so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
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through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he 1is there is no loss.
he will free us from de-struc-tion, give to us im-mor-tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,
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On - ward in his foot-steps tread-ing, trav - ’lers here, our home a - bove,
Though to-day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
Let wus mor-ti - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we are your own liv-ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let us do our Sav-ior’s bid-ding.
all dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.
in your pres-ence con - stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.
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Faith-ful Lord, with me  a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith-ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress



Apostles’ Creed

C: Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.

Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “God of grace,” please
respond, “receive our prayer.”

Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit
ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.

Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website ;Eﬁﬁ?

with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during
communion.

Faith Lutheran website
Offering Prayer link

P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is
good and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the
earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior.

C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
P It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho - 1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed s he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy Communion
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

C The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the

sin of the world; have mer-cy
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Distribution




Communion Hymn: “As the Grains of Wheat” Red Book #465

Refrain
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1 As this cup of bless-ing is shared with-in our midst,
2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
m Refrain
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may we share the pres - ence  of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Communion Prayer

P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen



Hymn: “Lift High the Cross” Red Book #660
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Lift high  the cross, the love of Christ pro - claim till
n 1 1
)4 | | I | S
61 . —— ==
Yo — | C—— =
all the world a - dore his sa - cred name.
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall  our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
Refrain
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ci fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956

Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947

Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23628




