
	 	  

 Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry
September 7, 2025 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost

Connecting people to people • people to faith • faith to life
69 Mill Street • Athens, OH • (740) 593-3144

info@clcathens.org • www.clcathens.org

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee 
people. Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the 
Adena, Hopewell and Fort Ancient cultures.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; 
Choir Director: Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia 
Cambridge; Lector: Chad Kopenski; Time with Children: Cheryl Huebner; Ushers: Sue 
Ellen Miller, Marilyn Shealy; Greeter: Cathi Schwalbauch and Melody Acolyte: Elizabeth 
Livestream: Sam Hanson; Tray Server: Pat Cambridge

INTRODUCTION 
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s 
request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. 
Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and 
recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour 
to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own. 
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WELCOME  

PRELUDE “Come Let Us Tune Our Loftiest Songs” W.A. Mozart

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. (Time for Reflection)
Merciful God,
you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life.
Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of ☩ Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen. 

 2



	 	  

GATHERING SONG Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (ELW 623)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our 
works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and 
finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN
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FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
A reading from Deuteronomy.
15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you 
obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by 
loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, 
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your 
God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns 
away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 
18 I declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land 
that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 
curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20 loving the LORD your 
God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, 
so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

MUSICAL REFLECTION by Pat Cambridge

SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21
A reading from Philemon.
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  
  To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier 
Archippus, and to the church in your house: 
  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  4 I thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your 
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the partnership 
of your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good that we share in 
Christ. 7 I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because 
the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 
 
  8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to do 
the right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do 
this as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing to you 
for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11 
Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. 12 I am 
sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to keep him with me so that 
he might minister to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I 
preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your good deed might be 
voluntary and not something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated 
from you for a while, so that you might have him back for the long term, 16 no longer as a 
slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to 
you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 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  17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he 
has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. 19 I, Paul, am 
writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even 
your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my 
heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will 
do even more than I ask.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 26 
“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does 
not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending 
to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has 
enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to 
finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and 
was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will 
not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one 
who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is 
still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, 
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

HYMN  Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said (ELW 667)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs…

O Savior Christ, we struggle to understand when you tell us to give up our control, our 
possessions, our lives, and our self-centeredness. Help us to follow you and make you 
the priority in our lives. We pray for the courage to share the Good News, forgive others, 
and learn to love everyone. May your saving grace open our hearts to serve all people 
and to see our differences as beautiful threads in God’s tapestry. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  

O Loving God, we pray your Spirit of Peace will spread throughout our broken world. 
Please bring protection and calm to anyone living amid violence. Guide all leaders to 
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have tolerance and to compromise, so they will end war, torture, and revenge. 
Strengthen and comfort all who serve in the military, veterans, and the families of 
military personnel. We pray that all those affected by disasters will find security, shelter, 
and healing. We also pray for the millions of refugees who are desperate to find safety, 
a home, food, and dignity. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

O Creator, thank you for blessing us with many bountiful gifts: safety, family, friends, 
work, food, and shelter. Show us to how to share our abundance with those in need. 
Inspire us to be careful stewards of your amazing world, teaching us to care for the 
Earth and everything in it, and to use its resources wisely.  We pray all students and 
teachers have a successful year of learning. Empower us to recognize and use our 
many talents to their fullest. Bless all pastors, bishops, and lay church leaders. We also 
rejoice with those who are celebrating anniversaries, birthdays, and other happy 
occasions.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

O Healer, bestow wholeness on all who are ill in mind, body, or spirit. Continue to 
strengthen anyone dealing with long-term diagnoses, such as addiction, dementia and 
depression. Bless all medical personnel and researchers with the wisdom to find cures. 
Grant patience and strength to all caregivers so they may provide the best care and 
compassion. Bring joy and comfort to our elderly loved ones and shut-ins. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  

O God of mercy, listen now as we offer other prayers, either silently or aloud…. Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.  

O Comforter, we give thanks for the life of  Dick Brackin and pray for those to whom 
death draws near. Rest your peace, strength, and hope on their family and friends who 
mourn. Remind us of the promise of eternal life with you. Lord in your mercy, hear our 
prayer.  

Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE. 
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our 
church app!

CHORAL OFFERING “All Depends On Our Possessing”  J.S. Bach
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OFFERTORY   

OFFERING PRAYER
Creator God,
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
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and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his acts of healing,
his body given up,
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and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
Thanks be to God!
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Loving God,
you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

 10



	 	  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit
☩ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross (ELW 660)

DISMISSAL
The service has ended. The ministry begins!
Go in peace! Live by the Spirit!
Thanks be to God.
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CHRIST LUTHERAN IS A RECONCILING IN CHRIST CONGREGATION:

We, the members of Christ Lutheran Church, seek to be grounded in the reconciling 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We believe all people have been created in the image of God 
and affirm that everyone is of infinite worth and has a valuable story. Called by Christ to 
share God’s Good News of reconciliation and wholeness, we welcome all who are 
seeking God. We embrace those of strong, uncertain, or undiscovered faith. We 
welcome people of all racial, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds; all ages and economic 
means; and all LGBTQIA+ identities. We welcome all marginalized people. We 
therefore intentionally educate ourselves and strive to become more effective in our 
social ministry and as advocates of equity for all God’s people. In the words of the 
hymn, we are building “a house where love can dwell and all can safely live”: a house 
where the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face, a house where we 
join together to bring an end to fear and danger, a house where all are welcome.
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