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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 
How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  

You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 

 
We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 
How to financially support us 

Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 
A note on Communion Wafers 

To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerant to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of 

gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request. 

  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship 

 

An Introduction to the day 
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request to 

Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and 

forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can 

be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own. 
 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. 

 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P Most merciful God, A: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy 
on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been 
found. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “All My Hope on God Is Founded”                     (ELW 757) 

 

Verse 1 

All my hope on God is founded 

who will all my trust renew, 

who through change and chance will guide me, 

only good and only true. 

God unknown, God alone, 

call my heart to be thine own. 

 

Verse 2 

Mortal pride and earthly glory, 

sword and crown betray our trust; 

what with care and toil we fashion, 

tow'r and temple, fall to dust. 

But thy pow'r, hour by hour, 

is my temple and my tow'r. 

 

Verse 3 

Great thy goodness, e'er enduring; 

deep thy wisdom, passing thought; 

splendor, light, and life attend thee, 

beauty springing out of naught. 

Evermore from thy store 

newborn worlds rise and adore. 

 

Verse 4 

Still from earth to God eternal 

sacrifice of praise be done, 

high above all praises praising 

for the gift of God's own Son. 

Christ doth call one and all: 

ye who follow shall not fall. 

 
TEXT: JOACHIM NEANDER, 1650-1680; PARA. ROBERT BRIDGES, 1844-1930, ALT. 
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*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  

 
 
 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all 

our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and 

finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. A: Amen. 
 

Word 
First Reading: Jeremiah 18:1-11 
Because Luke often presents Jesus as carrying on the ministry of the Old Testament prophets, our first 

readings during these weeks is from several of those figures. Today we continue reading through the 

book of Jeremiah. Like many of God’s words through Jeremiah, this is an object lesson – using the 

potter’s reformation of a spoiled vessel to illustrate how God could reshape Israel’s future if it altered its 

ways. 
 
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Come, go down to the potter’s house, 

and there I will let you hear my words.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and there 

he was working at his wheel. 4 The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the 

potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 

  5 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6 Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, 

just as this potter has done? says the LORD. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are 

you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7 At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or 

a kingdom that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8 but if that nation, 

concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the 

disaster that I intended to bring on it. 9 And at another moment I may declare 

concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, 10 but if it does evil in my 

sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had 

intended to do to it. 11 Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem: Thus says the LORD: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising 

a plan against you. Turn now, all of you, from your evil way, and amend your ways and 

your doings. 

                                                           L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 139:1-6; 13-18 “O God, You Search Me“                                   (ACS 1082) 

This psalm proclaims how God has shaped the author’s (and our) life from its beginning, as 

completely (if more subtly) than a potter shapes and re-shapes a vessel.  
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Second Reading: Philemon 
Today we read an entire book of the Bible, and one of few that was intended for a single recipient, 

Philemon. Onesimus was a slave who escaped from his master, Philemon, and fled to Paul. This book 

has been twisted not simply to justify slavery, but to justify returning escaped enslaved people to their 

chains. Such use, however, ignores Paul’s not-so-subtle inferences as well as his unambiguous 

affirmation that Onesimus and Philemon were siblings in the faith, equal to one another.  
 

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

  To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier 

Archippus, and to the church in your house: 

  3 Grace to you all and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

  4 I thank my God always when I mention you, Philemon, in my prayers, 5 because I 

hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the 

partnership of your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good that we 

share in Christ. 7 I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, 

because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 
 

  8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to 

do the right thing, Philemon, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and 

I, Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing 

to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 
11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. 12 I am 

sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to keep him with me so that 

he might minister to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I 

preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your good deed might be 

voluntary and not something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated 

from you for a while, so that you might have him back for the long term, 16 no longer as a 

slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to 

you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

  17 So, Philemon, if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome 

me. 18 If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. 19 I, 

Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me 

even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh 

my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you 

will do even more than I ask.      
  22 One thing more: prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping through your 

prayers to be restored to you. 
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 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, Philemon, 24and 

so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my coworkers. 

 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 

                   L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 

*Gospel Reading: Luke 14:25-33 
Many times, throughout the Gospels, Jesus demands that his followers’ connection to him be deeper 

and more important than any other relationship, echoing the first commandment, that the Israelites 

place no god before God. Until the crucifixion itself, Jesus makes no reference to the means of his death, 

so the reference to the cross makes much more sense to us than to his hearers.  
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the fourteenth chapter.   
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to 

them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 

brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not 

carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to 

build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has 

enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to 

finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and 

was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will 

not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one 

who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is still 

far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of 

you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”  
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
A: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon  
 

*Hymn Of the Day “Will You Come and Follow Me”          (ELW 798) 

 

 



10 

 

*Invitation to Baptism 
*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: We pray for the church to follow in your ways, that it may be a witness to your love for 

all people. Help us choose all that is life-giving and confront the forces of death. God of 

grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: pray for creation, that it may be cherished and nurtured. Sustain farmlands, animals, 

and waters; restore places affected by calamities; and shield coastlands from rising seas. 

God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: We pray for those in authority. Grant them wisdom to govern justly and compassion 

to care for the marginalized. Equip them for actions that further the common good. God 

of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
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L: We pray for those who are sick, hungry, unhoused, or lonely (especially). May they find 

healing through your love and the care of those around them. Lead us to be your hands 

and feet in the world. God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: We pray for this congregation, that we may be united in love and faith. Refresh our 

hearts in Christ and deepen our support of one another. We pray that our sharing of 

faith may transform lives. God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: We thank you for those who have died and now dwell with the saints, we especially 

remember Charles Bloom and Paul Harner. Surround them with your divine mercy, that 

they find peace and rest in your loving embrace. God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer 

and friend. 
A: Amen. 

 
*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

 
 

 

Meal 
Offering 
 
 
 

Musical Offering 
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*Offertory: “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”                      (ELW 674) 

 

 

 

 
 
*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to 

us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly 

provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in 

need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

* DIALOGUE 
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*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 

to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*Sanctus  

 

 

 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Holy God, 

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 

and to become food for the world. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
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broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

We proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 

and his rising from the grave, 

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  A: Amen. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. 

 
*Lamb of God  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.   
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Communion Hymn: “What a Fellowship”                                     (ELW 774) 

 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body, 

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen 
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*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 

 

 

 

 
*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to 

be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We 

ask this in Jesus’ name. A: Amen. 
 

Sending 
 

*Sending of communion 
P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.    A: Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  

 

*Sending For Mission 
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*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
 

*Sending hymn: “God's Work, Our Hands”                                                (ACS 1000) 
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*Dismissal  
L: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader...….……………………………………….Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister…………………………………….…….Karen Magnuson 

Pianist…...…………………………………………….............Michelle McMullen 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Delorse Homan 

Reader……………………………………………………………Morgen Hummel 
About St. Paul 

Purpose 
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 

 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for 

worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
 

Copyright and License Information   
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000528. New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021, National 

Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common 

Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Hymns reprinted and 

streamed under OneLicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2025 - Aug 10, 2026. The Scriptural Prones (introductions to the 

pericopes) are written by the Rev. Dr. Mark Oldenburg and used with permission. Words found in psalm taken from Seedbed.com, 

written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship with acknowledgement of 

the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge. 

 
 

 

http://sundaysandseasons.com/

