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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side.

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape
Sunday School classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.
Ushers are also available to assist you.
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If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code. Here’s how it works:
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and
share whatever information you desire. Thank you! Hope to see you again soon!

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “Soliloquy” Gordon Young
(We Stand)

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts
through faith.

Amen




GATHERING HYMN “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee* ELW 836
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1 Joy - tul, joy - tful we a - dore thee, God of glo -ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hecarts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.
stars and an - gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well - spring of the joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin  and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-"ry mead-ow, flash - ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth - er, all who live in love are thine;
i i - &g
OyE 2 —s —as | P%'
- | I - I — H . —
T T T ' |
;%# | T | T f | T— N i |
11 : | 1‘ - ! 2 i I — i |
J L [
Giv - er of 1m - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to 7re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the Jjoy  di-vine!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you always.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav -en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re -ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,




THE SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(We Sit)
FIRST READING Deuteronomy 30:15-20

®See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. '®If you obey the
commandments of the LORD your God that | am commanding you today, by loving the LORD
your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances,
then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that
you are entering to possess. ""But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led
astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, "l declare to you today that you shall Perish;
you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call
heaven and earth to witness against you today that | have set before you life and death,
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, “loving the LORD
your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so
that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 1
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They are like trees plant - ed by streams of wa - ter.

'Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful!
’Their delight is in the law | of the LoRbD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. R
*They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves
that | do not wither;
everything they | do shall prosper.
“It is not so | with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind | blows away.
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous.
®For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R



SECOND READING Philemon 1:1-21

'Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and
co-worker, “to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your
house: *Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. “When |
remember you in my prayers, | always thank my God *because | hear of your love for all the
saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. | pray that the sharing of your faith may become
effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. ’I have indeed received
much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, my brother. “For this reason, though | am bold enough in Christ to
command you to do your duty, °yet | would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and |,
Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. '°l am appealing to you
for my child, Onesimus, whose father | have become during my imprisonment. "'"Formerly he
was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. "I am sending him, that
is, my own heart, back to you. "l wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to
me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; *but | preferred to do nothing without
your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced.
®Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him
back forever, ®no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me
but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. " So if you consider me your
partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. '®If he has wronged you in any way, or owes
you anything, charge that to my account. '°I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: | will repay
it. | say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 2°Yes, brother, let me have this benefit
from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. ?'Confident of your obedience, | am writing to
you, knowing that you will do even more than | say.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(We Stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le -Tu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

words of e - ter - nal life Al -le - lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia.

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 14:25-33

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 14th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, Z“Whoever
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes,
and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. ?’Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me
cannot be my disciple. 2For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 20Otherwise, when he has laid
a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, *>saying, ‘This
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fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ *'Or what king, going out to wage war against
another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose
the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? *If he cannot, then, while the other is
still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. **So therefore, none of
you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(We Sit)

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Jason
SERMON Pastor Jason
(We Stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY "God’s Work, Our Hands” ACS 1000
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - er,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav - ’ling to - geth - er,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - er,
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all who  will hear,
seed - lings are sprout - ing and bread’s on the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing for free - dom,
pray - ing for peace, shout - ing for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt - ’ring the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,

Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,

Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,

Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.

shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.

shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.

shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.



THE APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
(We Sit)

OFFERING

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through
the Givelify app. If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.

VOLUNTARY “Give to Our God Immortal Praise” Wilbur Held
(We Stand)
OFFERTORY ELW 854
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heav’n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord owur God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THE PREFACE
THE SANCTUS
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Ho -1y, ho - 1y, ho - 1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

(We Sit)
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THE AGNUS DEI
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mer-cy on us Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning
at the altar rail. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to remain
seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable to
partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Music “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” Frederick Atkinson

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack.

Communion Hymn “He Leadeth Me: Oh, Blessed Thought!” LBW 501
(We Stand)

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you this
day and forevermore.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said ” ELW 667
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1 “Take up  your cross,’ the Sav - ior said,
2 Take up  your Cross; let not its  weight
3 Take up your cross, nor heed the shame,
4 Take up  your Cross and fol - low Christ,
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“if you would my dis - ci - ple be;
per - vade your soul with vain a - larm;
nor let your ool - ish heart e - bel;
nor think  till  death to lay it down;
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for - sake the past, and come this day,
his strength shall bear your spir - it up,
for you the Lord en - dured the cross
for those who hum - bly bear the cross
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and hum - bly fol - low af - ter me.”

sus - tain your heart, and nerve your —arm.

to save your soul from death and hell.

one day will wear the glo - rious crown.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” Wilbur Held
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor of Claire Holmgreen’s and Jake
Holmgreen’s birthdays on September 7, and in memory of Sarah Beatty’s birthday on October
18 by their mother, Lori Holmgreen.

SERVING TODAY:

Ushers: (8:30) Eric Wessinger, Ivan Black, Pat Bowen, Bill Carroll, Aaron Rawl, Vernon Hester,
Deon Fink, Blaine Richardson, and Chad Geary;

(11:00) Alon Cox, Heyward Addy, Roy Welch, Brian Paeth, Doug Harper,

and Matt Martin

Cantor: Madison LaFontan

Greeters: (8:30) Brant and Jennifer Taylor; (11:00) Brittany Herring

Readers: (8:30) Mike Brittingham; (11:00) Myra Strock

Communion Assistants: (8:30) Marty and Jim Nantz; (11:00) Myra Strock and Jamie Early

Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30) [A] Ryan Kennedy [C] Luke Wenzel [BB] Jack Kennedy;

(11:00) [A] Aaron Cegelis [C] Hudson Taylor [BB] Sophie Taylor

The Church Staff Website: www.sslc.org

The Rev. Jason T. Antley The Rev. Ralph G. Hill

Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life ~ Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator

Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist  Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus

Sunday School Information:

Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes

Nursery — Room #105 Agape Adult Class
Room #102 (Closest to Narthex)

2—4 year olds & 5K — Room #103 Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR
Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room)

[ 15"—5" Grade — Room # 216 Women Digging Deeper

Parlor

6"—8™ Grade — Room #212 For those not attending a Sunday School

class but waiting on a child to get out of
one, feel free to sit in the Social Hall!
9"—12" Grade — Room #217 If you are interested in beginning a new
Sunday School class please contact
Mrs. Shannon.

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she
can add you to the distribution list.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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