Living God's Way in Today's World
Week 5 - The Power of Words
Scripture: James 3:1-12
Message Mate
· Words are powerful. John 1:1 identifies Jesus as the word of God, and he spoke the world into being.   Our words are also powerful and can be used to bless or curse, to bring life or death, to change a destiny. Once words have been spoken, they can't be unspoken. Power has been released.

· Small things can be used to set the direction. The tongue can light a spark that can destroy a whole forest. The tongue cannot be tamed by humans.

· The word of God is required to transform our hearts because whatever is in our heart determines what we say. (Matthew 12:34)

· Ways to Guard your Heart
- Negate untruths and forgive destructive words
- Ask for forgiveness for words spoken in sin
- Protect eyes and ears
- Weigh up elements of truth - Be in the Word
- Consider barriers - judgement, jealousy, pride
- Blind spots

· The Holy Spirit needs to transform people before they can speak or hear truth. Our aim should be to speak life so we can reflect God's character.

Some Questions to Consider

1. Have you ever been canoeing, or controlled a boat?  Did you find it hard to set the direction?  Have you ever tamed or trained an animal?  Was it a difficult process?

2. Have you experienced words that really pierced you?

3. When you read James 3:1-12, is there a part that speaks to you or convicts you?

4.  Have you ever seen spoken words play out in someone's life, perhaps changing their destiny? 

5. Do you think it is possible to control our tongues? Discuss ways you can allow God to transform your heart.

Pray
Ask God to show you how to guard your heart and keep your lips pure.



