Welcome to Lord of Life
Lutheran Church
August 31, 2025
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s
grace in holy baptism we have a place at Christ’s banquet table.
When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love
continue among us, the church can be more inviting still.

Welcome: Lord of Life Lutheran Church’s long-standing credo is
“We share God’s Love”.

LoL provides a welcoming and safe place for worship, comfort, solace, and reflection. We
are called by Jesus to love God and one another: to practice radical hospitality, and to serve
all without reservation, stipulations or regard to your race, ethnic background, age, gender
expression or identity, sexual orientation, physical and mental abilities, socioeconomic
position, family status, or where you are in your faith journey. You are a unique and
beloved child of God. We welcome you to join us in worship and communion and be part
of our commitment to anti-racism, social and economic justice and environmental care.

Worship: Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual
packets available near the entrance to the worship center.

Passing of the Peace: 1t 1s ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember people
have different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and situation to
situation. You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or “Would you like a
handshake.”

Physical Distancing: 1t 1s still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the sides
of the church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; please space
yourselves accordingly.

Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their
joyful wiggles and giggles! There are kids bags in the back of the sanctuary.

Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on the
following pages.

Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type.

Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type.



PRELUDE

Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of + Christ,



and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN O God Beyond All Praising ELW 880

1 O God beyond all praising, we worship you today
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder at ev'ry gift you send,
at blessings without number and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,
we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.

2 The flow'r of earthly splendor in time must surely die,
its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord most high;
but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown—
though small in mortal stature, to heaven's garden grown:
for Christ, your gift from heaven, from death has set us free,
and we through him are given the final victory.

3 Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favor may serve you as our King;
and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,
we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
and also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who
are humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody
the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

All are seated

Word

First Reading: Proverbs 25:6-7a

The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as
wisdom literature. Wisdom literature gave directions to Israel’s
leaders and people for the conduct of daily life. Today’s reading is
about humility.

Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great,

72 for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 112

! Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD
and have great delight in God’s commandments!
> Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3 Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.

*Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
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the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
3Tt is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
®For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
"They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
8 Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.
? They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness
stands fast forever;
they will hold up their head with honor.
0 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their
teeth and pine away;
the desires of the wicked will perish.

Second Reading: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for
the conduct of a holy life, all of which are shaped by God’s love
toward us in Jesus Christ.

! Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality
to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without
knowing it. °* Remember those who are in prison, as though you were
in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you
yourselves were being tortured. * Let marriage be held in honor by
all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the
sexually immoral and adulterers. ° Keep your lives free from the love
of money, and be content with what you have, for he himself has
said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” ® So we can say with
confidence,

“The Lord is my helper;



I will not be afraid.

What can anyone do to me?”
"Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to

you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their

faith. ® Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and

forever. '° Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. '° Do not
neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are

pleasing to God.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands as they are comfortable
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Alleluia. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am
gentle and humble in heart. Alleluia. (Matt. 11:29)

THE GOSPEL READING: Luke 14:1, 7-14

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.



' On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of
the Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him
closely.

"When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he
told them a parable. ® “When you are invited by someone to a
wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your
host, ° and the host who invited both of you may come and say to
you, ‘Give this person your place,” and then in disgrace you would
start to take the lowest place. ' But when you are invited, go and sit
down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say
to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the
presence of all who sit at the table with you. '! For all who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will
be exalted.”

12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and
sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you
in return, and you would be repaid. !> But when you give a banquet,
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. '* And you will
be blessed because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at
the resurrection of the righteous.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

All are seated
SERMON Pastor Christina Montgomery

HYMN OF THE DAY Get Together The
Youngbloods



Our readings today remind us that God’s reign looks like humility,
compassion, and love for neighbors. Jesus paints the image of a
banguet where the poor and outcast are welcomed to the table. The
song “Get Together” by The Youngbloods echoes that vision, calling
us to unity with the words: “Everybody get together, try to love one
another right now.” As we listen, may it be our prayer—that God’s
love would draw us together as one family.

Response to the Word

The assembly stands as they are comfortable.

THE APOSTLE’S CREED

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith using the words of
the Apostle’s Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting. Amen

All are seated.
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God,
for God 1s near.

A brief silence.

For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors,
Sunday school teachers, and Christian education directors with a
passion for speaking the word of God. Equip all the baptized to share
your word of grace. God of grace,

Your mercy is great.

For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and all
who labor in fields and vineyards to grow the food we eat. Revive
plains and pastures, and provide for the cattle and creatures who rely
on the land for their sustenance. God of grace,

Your mercy is great.

For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations, we
pray. Guide them to enact equitable laws and policies for all. On this
Labor Day weekend, make us mindful of workers whose labor often
goes unnoticed. God of grace,

Your mercy is great.

For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the
needs of vulnerable communities, those who are unemployed,
burdened by debt, or struggle to make ends meet. Accompany all
who need reassurance of your loving presence especially for Aimee,



Donna, Elaine, Marla, Ken, Vernette, Roberta, Judy, Linda, Paul,
Toni, Kerry, Jim, Caryl, Gale, and Cor. God of grace,
Your mercy is great.

For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give
ushers and greeters a spirit of welcome for visitors, and bless the
work of those who feed and nourish us. God of grace,

Your mercy is great.

For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With
them, we offer our sacrifice of praise to you, O God, the same
yesterday and today and forever. God of grace,

Your mercy is great.

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to
the one who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom
and companion.

Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with

phrases like “Peace be with you.” If you have your phone available,
text a word of peace to someone who is worshiping alone.

OFFERING AND PRAYER

The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts,
ourselves included, God has given us.
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Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.
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Meal

The assembly stands as they are comfortable.
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The minister continues the eucharistic prayer.
....We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us “SING ” the pray that
Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.
COMMUNION

All are seated. Please take time to prepare yourselves and your
communion elements.
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We prioritize people with mobility issues. We invite you to come
forward in your own time and take a position at the altar that is most
accessible for you.

SONG DURING COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Sending

BLESSING

The love of God abounds in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fills your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

bless you and give you peace.

May the Lord bless you and keep you,

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy,

The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.
Amen

SENDING HYMN Soon and Very Soon ELW 439

1  Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King!
Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King!

14



Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King!
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re going to see the King!

2 No more crying there, we are going to see the King!
No more crying there, we are going to see the King!
No more crying there, we are going to see the King!
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re going to see the King!

3 No more dying there, we are going to see the King!
No more dying there, we are going to see the King!
No more dying there, we are going to see the King!
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re going to see the King!

4 Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King!
Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King!
Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King!
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re going to see the King!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

DISMISSAL

Go 1n peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission

Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland
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Presiding Minister Pastor Christina Montgomery

Assisting Minister Ron Matta

Lector Judy Padera

Organist Rosita Yao

Guitarist Christopher Vincent and Pastor Adam Dowd
Greeters Connie Allekian

Ushers Marilynn Sells and Debbie McNichols
Acolyte Alice Tangorra

Video Arlene Danielson and Sherry Sejnost

Announcements 8-31-2025

Wine and Candles this month are provided by Connie Allekian in
memory of her husband Harvey.

Lunch Bunch We will meet at Longhorn, 708 James Ave.
Bolingbrook, on Tuesday, September 9th at 11:30 AM. If you are
interested in attending, please RSVP to Marilynn Sells at 630-927-
9996. Please plan to pay with cash, as cash is preferred by the
restaurant.

Outdoor Worship Join us as we take our worship outside on the
second Wednesday of the month, September 10th at 6:30 pm. We’ll
gather under the open sky to celebrate God’s presence in His
creation. Invite your friends and family to this special time of praise
and fellowship.

Paint with Pastor Unleash your inner artist and join Pastor Adam for
an evening of creativity and fellowship on September 10, 2025 after
Outdoor Worship. He will go step by step in having you create your
own painting to take home. Don't forget to sign up to secure a spot.
Can't wait to see you there.

Please pray for members:

Aimee Jimenez Donna Motes Elaine Sherman
Marla Suda Ken Gulliford Vern Sima
Kerry Spitznagle Roberta Sejnost Judy Padera

Linda Matta Paul Ristau Toni Blesy
16



Jim Eckwall
Gale Dyskie

Cor Peterson

Caryl Schaer

A full list of relatives, friends, and military personnel for whom
we pray is emailed weekly on Friday.

Last Week’s Giving — $6260.00
Electronic Donation for the month of August- $633.82

THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE

Sunday 8/31
Monday 9/1
Tuesday 9/2
Wednesday 9/3
Thursday 9/4
Friday 9/6
Sunday 9/7

10:00 AM
12:00 PM

5:00 PM
10:00 AM
7:00 PM
5:00 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM
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Worship

Loving Word

Labor Day

Overeaters Anonymous
Bible Study

One Day at a Time
Dance Academy
Cards

Worship

Loving Word



