UTHERAN CHURCH

AUGUST 31, 2025
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Those who

Introduction
Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we have a place at
Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue
among us, the church can be more inviting still.



GATHERING

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING MUSIC
“REVELATION SONG”

Music/lyrics: Jennie Lee Riddle
© 2004 Gateway Create Publishing Adim: Integrity Music

INVOCATION/CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life
you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary
in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our
bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of ++ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the
humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
READING HEBREWS 13: 1-8, 15-16

' Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing
that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as
though you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves
were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept
undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the
love of money, and be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “l will never leave
you or forsake you.” € So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; | will not be
afraid. What can anyone do to me?”

7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of
their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever. > Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit
of lips that confess his name. 6 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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GOSPEL READING LUKE 14:1,7-14
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to You, O Lord.

10On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a
meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely.

”When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a
parable. 8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place
of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host, ®and the
host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,” and then
in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. '®But when you are invited, go and sit
down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up
higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. ' For all
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

2He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do
not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case
they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. ' But when you give a banquet, invite
the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. '* And you will be blessed because they cannot
repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR DAVID YOUNG

HYMN OF THE DAY
“ACT JUSTLY, LOVE MERCY, WALK HUMBLY”

Music/Lyrics: Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram, Pat Barrett
© 2021 Capitol CMG Genesis; Capitol CMG Paragon; Housefires Sounds; S. D. G. Publishing;
Vamos Publishing; Jingram Tunes; So Essential Tunes Admin: Capitol CMG Publishing, Essential Music Publishing LLC

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with “Hear us, O God” and the response will be “Your mercy is great”



SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE

MEAL

OFFERING
Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran

Church! In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical
Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent OR code.

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION- BLESSED ASSURANCE-Kristal Cutler, solo
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the Table.
For the Lord Jesus is with us, and all are welcome!

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!
Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform the
communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.
You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by the
second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice is also available.
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing.




LAMB OF GOD
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himself will be Humbled,

but the one who Humbles
h|mself W|ll be Exalted




COMMUNION SONG

AMAZING GRACE (ELW #779)
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
POST COMMUNION BLESSING
SENDING

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you : wherever he may send you;
may he guide you through the wilderness : protect you through the storm;

may he bring you home rejoicing : at the wonders he has shown you;

may he bring you home rejoicing : once again into our doors.
In the name of the + Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit Amen.



SENDING SONG

“JESUS AT THE CENTER”
Music/Lyrics: Adam Ranney, Israel Houghton, Micah Massey
© 2011 Heart Anthem Music; Integrity Worship Music; Integrity's Praise! Music;
Sound Of The New Breed Admin: Fun Attic Music, LLC, Integrity Music

DISMISSAL




Thank you for worshiping with us today.

We hope every person fe[t welcomed here, especia“y our guests. We trust that our time togethev has ﬁ[[ed you with a sense ofjoy and
peace, and we invite you to return soon.
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