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August 31, 2025 — Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Connecting people to people - people to faith - faith to life
69 Mill Street + Athens, OH + (740) 593-3144
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Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee
people. Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the
Adena, Hopewell and Fort Ancient cultures.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman;
Choir Director: Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia
Cambridge; Lector: Steve Chikosky; Time with Children: Pr. Chad; Ushers: Sue Ellen
Miller, Marilyn Shealy; Greeter: JoAnne L'Heureux; Acolyte: Meena Livestream: Doug
Debrick; Tray Server: Wanda Weinberg

INTRODUCTION

Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we
have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility
and mutual love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still.


http://www.clcathens.org

WELCOME
PRELUDE

LITANY OF LABOR
Let us pray to the Lord of all creation, from whom comes life and work and purpose.

Almighty God, when you formed us lovingly out of the dust of the earth, you breathed
into us the breath of life and gave us work and purpose for living.
You placed Adam in the garden of Eden to till and keep it.

Through our work, you made us co-creators with you, shaping the world in which we
live.
You gave dignity to our labor by sending your Son to labor with us.

By our labor, you enrich the world.
By our labor, we enjoy the fruits of creation.

By our labor, we find direction and purpose.
By our labor, our families are made secure.

For providing varieties of work and for blessing us by our labor:
We give you thanks, O Lord.

For those who plow the field and those who make the plow; for farmers and farm
workers, for steelworkers and machinists; for those who work with their hands and those
who move the earth:

We give you thanks, O Lord.

For those who tend the sick and those who seek new cures; for doctors and nurses, for
scientists and technicians; for those who keep notes and those who transcribe:
We give you thanks, O Lord.

For those who think and those who create; for inventors and explorers, for artists and
musicians; for those who write books and those who entertain:
We give you thanks, O Lord.

For those who work in offices and those who work in warehouses; for secretaries and
receptionists, for stockers and bookkeepers; for those who market products and for
those who move them:

We give you thanks, O Lord.

For those who inspire our minds and those who motivate us; for teachers and
preachers, for public servants and religious servants; those who help the poor and
those who work with our children:

We give you thanks, O Lord.



For those whose labor is tidiness and cleanliness; for janitors and sanitary workers, for
drycleaners and maids; for those who produce cleaning products and those who use
them:

We give you thanks, O Lord.

For those who sail the waves and those who fly the skies; for captains and attendants,
for astronauts and deep sea divers; for those who chart and those who navigate:
We give you thanks, O Lord.

You bless us all with skills and gifts for labor.
You provide us opportunities to use them, for the benefit of others as well as
ourselves.

Guard and protect those who labor in the world.
Bless the work of our hands, O Lord.

Look kindly upon the unemployed and the disabled.
Give health to the sick, hope to the bereaved.

Keep us from laboring only for greed.
Make us loving and responsible in all that we do.

Creator Lord, you are the source of all wisdom and purpose, you are the blessing of
those who labor. Be with us in our labor to guide and govern our world. Give all men
and women work that enhances human dignity and bonds us to one another. Give us
pride in our work, a fair return for our labor, and joy in knowing that our work finds its
source in you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen



GATHERING SONG God Is Here! (ELW 526)
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991
Text © 1979 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble.
Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN

FIRST READING: Proverbs 25:6-7a

A reading from Proverbs.

¢ Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great,

7a for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 112
" Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD
and have great delight in God’s commandments!
> Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
s Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.
+ Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
5 |t is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
¢ For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
s Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.
o They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever;
they will hold up their head with honor.
1o The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away;
the desires of the wicked will perish.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

A reading from Hebrews.

' Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by
doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. ¢ Remember those who are
in prison, as though you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as
though you yourselves were being tortured. “ Let marriage be held in honor by all, and



let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and
adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you
have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” ¢ So we can say
with confidence,
“The Lord is my helper;

| will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?”

7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. ¢ Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever. s Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise
to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. ¢ Do not neglect to do good and to
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Luke 14:1, 7-14

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to
eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely.

7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. ¢
“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place
of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host, ©
and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your
place,” and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. '© But when you
are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may
say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who
sit at the table with you. " For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who
humble themselves will be exalted.”

2 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner,
do not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors,
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in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. ' But when you give a
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. * And you will be blessed
because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the

righteous.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Text and music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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SERMON
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.

For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors, bishops, Sunday
school teachers, and Christian education directors with a passion for speaking the word
of God. Equip all the baptized to share your word of grace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and all who labor in fields
and vineyards to grow the food we eat. Revive plains and pastures, and provide for the
cattle and creatures who rely on the land for their sustenance. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations, we pray. Guide them to
enact equitable laws and policies for all. On this Labor Day weekend, make us mindful
of workers whose labor often goes unnoticed. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the needs of vulnerable
communities, those who are unemployed, burdened by debt, or struggle to make ends
meet. Accompany all who need reassurance of your loving presence especially those

we lift up now, aloud or in our hearts... Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give ushers and greeters a
spirit of welcome for visitors, and bless the work of those who feed and nourish us. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With them, we offer our
sacrifice of praise to you, O God, the same yesterday and today and forever. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who
always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give

There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our
church app!



https://www.clcathens.org/give
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Q I I N1 | I— | et | I

l’f‘h — I AI AI / | | | | | | —

SRS = | S
Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

N .

i . T — ; KT

b—F———F— == Eeires

o = P - hd I : ¢ —a—o—
bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be

0 f——

" — m— ——— |

V4N I I [

6o T e ey

fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the hopes and the dreams of all; u -

I | 1 |

———

nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta-ble with your

| T i |
| o=

:
|

G
E
~

] |

== P
J - =
pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.
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DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
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And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
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we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Loving God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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BLESSING

The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

+ bless you and give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING SONG

As Saints of Old (ELW 695)
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Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt.
Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL

The service has ended. The ministry begins!
Go in peace! Live by the Spirit!

Thanks be to God.
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