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Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church.
By God’s grace in holy baptism we have a place at
Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power thhat same
Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us,

the church can be more inviting still.

Today, we thank Pastor Paul Townsend for leading our worship service.
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WELCOME

Please stand

GREETING

P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

HYMN Shall We Gather At The River ELW 423
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I Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing wup its sil- ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we  ev-'ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will ccase;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we will walk and wor-ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.
soon our hap-py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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Yes, we'll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful Iiv - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.



CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

P: In the name of God, our Creator,
Redeemer, and Sanctifier.
C: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Merciful God,

C: you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we choose self-righteous resentment and anger.

You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,

but we grow impatient in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break the bondage of our sin,

and show us the path of life.

C: Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of =+ Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
C: Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

C

: O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us

the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated

FIRST READING Psalm 112
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: A reading from Psalm 112.

: 'Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord
and have great delight in God’s commandments!
: 2Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
: *Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.
: “Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
: °It is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
: ’For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
: "They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.
: 3Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.
: °They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever;
they will hold up their head with honor.
: '"The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away;
the desires of the wicked will perish.

: The Word of the Lord.
: Thanks be to God.

HILDREN’S SERMON



SECOND READING Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
A: A reading from the Book of Hebrews, the thirteenth chapter.

"Let mutual affection continue. > Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that
some have entertained angels without knowing it. > Remember those who are in prison, as though
you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being
tortured. 4 Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for
God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers. > Keep your lives free from the love of
money, and be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave you or
forsake you.” ¢ So we can say with confidence,

“The Lord is my helper;

I will not be afraid.

What can anyone do to me?”

"Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of
their way of life, and imitate their faith. ® Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever. !° Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit

of lips that confess his name. '° Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Music: Caribbean traditional



GOSPEL Luke 14:1, 7-14

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.

'On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on
the Sabbath, they were watching him closely.

"When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. ® “When
you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host, ° and the host who invited
both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,” and then in disgrace you
would start to take the lowest place. ' But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest
place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will
be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. ! For all who exalt themselves will
be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not
invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they
may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. '* But when you give a banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. '* And you will be blessed because they cannot repay
you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

MESSAGE: P-L-S Pastor Paul Townsend



HYMN

Rise Up O Saints of God ELW 669
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I Rise up. O saints of God! From wvain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The  king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in  pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the word of hope pro-claim.
con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
the Spir-it’s pow'’r, rise up, O saints of God!

re - dress sin’s cru - el

and, quick-ened by

THE PRAYERS

P: Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.

P: Hear us, O God.
C: Hear our prayer.

P: Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always
receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion.

C: Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.



Please be seated

NOISY OFFERING

OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS

In gratitude to God we give out of the abundance that God has given us.

Please stand

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C: Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give God thanks and praise.



P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up,
and his victory over death,

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth

will come to celebrate together your eternal banquet.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever

and ever. Amen.

Please be seated




COMMUNION

This is God'’s table so all are welcome to join the feast.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available.

P: The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.
C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand
BLESSING

P: The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

+ bless you and give you peace.

C: Amen.



SENDING HYMN

Great is Your faithfulness O God

You wrestle with the sinner's restless heart
You lead us by still waters into mercy
And nothing can keep us apart

(So) remember Your people
Remember Your children
Remember Your promise O God

Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough for me

Great is Your love and justice God of Jacob
You use the weak to lead the strong

You lead us in the song of Your salvation
And all Your people sing along

(So) remember Y our people
Remember Your children
Remember Your promise O God

Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough for me

Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough for me

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
C: Thanks be to God.

Your Grace is Enough
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