FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

12t Sunday after Pentecost

3 ' Sunday, August 31, 2025
9:30 a.m.
Ordinary Time
We welcome you to worship!
Please fill out the blue worship card and place it in the offering plate later in the service.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

INTRODUCTION

Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism, we have a place at Christ’s
banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, the church
can be more inviting still.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the *} Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit
of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kind-
ness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up
on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of *+ Christ, and through the
power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “Gather Us In” ELW 532
ELW 532
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 GATHER US IN

Music: Marty Haugen

Text and Music © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
KYRIE Page 138
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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THIS IS THE FEAST
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

0 God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the humility
of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

ANTHEM “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

Sarah Morrow and Mike Witmore, Guitar and Mandoline

WORD
READINGS

Proverbs 25:6-7a

The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom literature. Wisdom literature gave
directions to Israel’s leaders and people for the conduct of daily life. Today’s reading is about humility.

6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great,

7afor it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a holy life, all of which are
shaped by God’s love toward us in Jesus Christ.

1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some
have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in
prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured.* Let mar-
riage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually im-
moral and adulterers. > Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have, for
he himself has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” ¢ So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my
helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” 7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the
word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and today and forever. > Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 1 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

CHILDREN’S TIME Pastor Garrett Struessel



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 142
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 14™ chapter beginning at the 1 verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 14:1,7-14

Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the opportunity to teach his hearers to choose humil-
ity rather than self-exaltation. Jesus also makes an appeal for hosts to imitate God’s gracious hospitality to those in
need.

10n one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath,
they were watching him closely. ?When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor; he told them a para-
ble. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case
someone more distinguished than you have been invited by your host, ® and the host who invited both of you may
come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,” and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 1°
But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you,
‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. ' For all
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 2 He said also to the
one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and
sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. * But
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. * And you will be blessed because
they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Deacon Korra Looschen



THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pi-
late, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERTORY
OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table
with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ,

our Savior.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

MEAL
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Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 144
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen
SHARING OF COMMUNION (for those of you at home)

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the
promise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation,
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of the forgiveness of sin, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come forward
for communion. We invite everyone to receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy Com-
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munion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome”. In our serving communion trays, wine is darker red on
the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve only gluten-free bread prepared in a kitchen
excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat-gluten sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the
Lord is good.

LAMB OF GOD Page 146
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COMMUNION HYMNS
“If You but Trust in God” ELW 769
“Now We Join in Celebration” ELW 462
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H Xou But Trust in God to Guide You
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Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite

Music: Georg Neumark

Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress
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Now We Join in Celebration ELW 462
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Music: Johann Cruger, 1598-1662
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’' name.

Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” ELW 547
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Sent Forth by God's Blessing

ELW 547
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WELCOME to Worship!
WELCOME to worship! We are so glad you are here!

LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.

KIDS WORSHIP BAGS are available to use during the church service. Pick one up in the narthex
so they can enjoy looking through a children's Bible, coloring in the coloring pages, or playing
with one of the toys. Kids worship bags are labeled according to age ranges. Please return the bags

after service. Thank you for bringing your kids to church

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking lot, one-half block north of

the church on Terry Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the hallway leading to the Big
Room. There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and in the

Big Room.
We love seeing you in worship!
Scan the QR Code for the Following! Preacher
View the Latest Sunday Bulletin Presider

Council Hosts

Ushers

Reader

Communion Assistants

Pianist/Organist

Deacon Korra Looschen
The Rev. Garrett Struessel

Kayla Morelli
Rick Samson

Vicki Hergott
Herb Hergott
Char Lemkee

Sally Campbell
Dwight Tilford

Jeffrey Hartmann

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license
#SBL14236. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen is copyright © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission OneLicense A-713218.
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