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Have you ever begun and project with such excitement, only to be overcome by frustration? | certainly have.
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My family and | moved into our new place in early July. The place was unfurnished. This meant a lot of
furniture to build. £ H %] - FFIF A T A BCEHXBATHE » XEWREZHERERH -

Often, | began with high hopes, but soon reality set in. I # NS 146 - HIR gL P45 -

The bedframe was trickier to assemble than | expected. K ZEAY4H 25 FEFFAR Bl -

Who knew a simple dresser would have this many parts? 85 & AN G ZEH X 2.5 E M ?

And do not get me started on the baby crib. It was second hand and didn’t come with an instruction.
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At many points | found myself asking, do we really need a furnished home?
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If you have ever felt the same, then you and | have something in common with the people of God in Haggai's
time. Rt AL FERERGZ - B LARI(E S IZ A FERA T E S -

It had been 20 years since their return from exile in Babylon. i JMEEECHEHET[EIE 4L 20 F -

Their task was to rebuild the temple of God in Jerusalem. {f TR B AT AP B4 B2 i3 KR -

They started this mission with excitement. A i AP 46X fHidy -

But then the work got difficult. Opposition arose. Resources became scarce.
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And most disheartening of all, some of the people who remembered the greatness of the first temple saw the
puny efforts of their labor and wept. They said "this is nothing compared to what we had before."
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It is in this moment of discouragement that God speaks to his people through the prophet Haggai.
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We read in the beginning of verse 4 "But now be strong”. Be strong. This is what God commands 3 times in a
row. f£55 4 TIHLEE] - “EBAEIRATZENGE" - ZEN5E - XZ B ES =K< -

To Zerubbabel the governor and then to Joshua the high priest and then to all the people of the land.
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This repetition is not by accident, it is very much by design. It tells us that strength is necessary for God'’s
people to fulfill God’s work.
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But, what does biblical strength look like? What is God saying when he tells his people to be strong?
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Here, we need to tread carefully. 3XHIFEEEH -

When God commands his people to be strong, he is not saying just toughen up and take it.
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He is not demanding them to manufacture strength from our own reserve.
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He's not telling them to pull themselves up by their bootstraps. #i-~ZIUAA15EE 2 JJHEFLEUS RS »
Instead, God is calling them, calling us to remember.f5z » fHREE M T—TEE T ] » E18i5 -

One bible teacher puts it this way: Consider when a loving parent says “Be strong” to a scared child, they’re
not invalidating the child’s fear nor are they sending them away to shoulder the burden alone.
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Rather, they are calling the child to remember who the parent is and what the parent can do.
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They are inviting the child to draw on a strength greater than himself.

A TG 2 R H YA RS RS -

This is the call of God to his people, then and now. X 2N ERAYEE » ®FEFBERNNEE -

To remember that he is the Almighty God. 20 54t 22 EERY 7% -

The God who enables what he commands. EHP 7 {E#h s E 2 Bty E7g -

The God who said "Let there be light" (Genesis 1:3), and light came into existence by the power of his word.
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The God-Man Jesus who commanded Lazarus to rise (John 11:43), and his word returned life back into dead
bones. fif \HS R &G dy SHUHR E0E (Z08amES 11:43) - HiAYIG(ERGE B3R Ay

So, when God says to His discouraged people, "Be strong," these are not empty words, something nice to
say and pleasant to hear. [t » PO IEEAT TR “ENIGE" I - fa3EZ2E1% » HIRADERTZERIE -
No, he's speaking strength into existence within his children, calling them to remember, to trust, and to obey.
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When Paul says, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13), he's describing
this reality. 4 {rZ i © “HEEEMNGHITER ()  NEEEM (Bt 4:13) » IR XL -
Our strength comes from God's infinite strength, bestowed upon us through our union with Christ.
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What does this strength look like in the life of a believer? X Jj & E(S Y4 b /EREIE ?

It's the ability to rejoice and keep going when things are difficult. & [RZ {5 EE=Z R AT THYEE ST °

It's the courage to obey God in the face of opposition. & & ¥ EN AR Y B S,

It's the confidence to work for God's glory rather than human approval.
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It's the perseverance to continue building even when the results don't look as impressive as we'd hoped.
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Be strong, declares the Lord Almighty {5 & M58 - 32X 5 2 2 HEFIR Y -

God then gives another instruction to his people: work. E&FF#EEE#IAYTRAHS—F55 T -

Be strong and work, he continues in verse 4. #i{F55 4 Tigk&1n @ YNGR -

This command tells us another important truth about God: that he accomplishes his purposes in the world
through his people. ;X ag < [EH A H&7R TR T LAy —EHEH © s finy 1 Rt t R EE -
He invites them, not to watch from the sideline, but to join in, to do his work.
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As his builders, his agents, his representatives, and what is this work God calls his people to do?
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Rebuilding the temple, yes, but not just for its own sake. EE X - Y » (HIF(N T XA S -

The temple they were rebuilding was more than architecture. It was a symbol of God’s presence among his
people. {1 EAE B Y R T 3 FIAYSONG - ERAE T e R E -

When these exiles built God's house, they were declaring that God reigns, that His kingdom advances, that
His purposes will not be thwarted.
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For us, 2,500 years later, God’s calling upon our lives to do his work remains.
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Our mission is still to usher in the Kingdom of God as Christ commanded.
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That his lordship may reign in our church, in our homes, in our schools, in our work places, in our
communities, and ultimately in the world.
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It doesn’t matter our vocation, our roles, or our responsibilities, our work today has significance.
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The teachers, the parents, the cooks, the pastors, the accountants, the office workers, counselors, the
delivery drivers, the friends. We are all contributing to the building of God’s kingdom right where he places us.
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And here's what's beautiful: | & E1PHYE -

Work—when done in proper relationship to God—becomes sacramental.
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When we work in response to God's command, depending on his strength, our work becomes worship.
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Our work and ministry, in and outside of the church, is no longer just about completing a task or achieving a
goal. WM ILIESHEE  NeEH=WIN  AHNICETER LS BEA R EH R -

It becomes a way of honoring God, declaring our trust in him, and joining in his redemptive purposes.
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God’s people in Haggai's day had, for a time, stopped working on the temple.
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They had grown discouraged and turned their attention to their own houses, their own comfort, their own
immediate needs. i JEENOLES - BB EHCHFEE ~ S ARVE & SIRATVFRK -

God was calling them back to the greater purpose for which He had brought them home from exile.
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We too sometimes need to hear this same call. #1775 it BB RS I [ FREAIE L -

Sometimes, we allow ourselves to become so fearful of the unknown - We become obsessed with our current
situation, our momentary comforts, our minor setbacks. We forget the work that God has called us to.
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We stop building his kingdom and only build our own little kingdoms.
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God's call to "work" is an invitation to step back into his redemptive story.
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It's a reminder that our lives have purpose beyond ourselves. $EEEFA] » Ly E B THATNA -

It's a reminder that the work we do for the glory of God will outlast anything we build for ourselves alone.
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Now we come to the heart of God's encouragement. BifE » Tl 15RE] T RS RIFIRZ s ©

This is the foundation that makes everything else possible.’ X & 2 &5 v gEAVIRE -

We read at the end of verse 4: "For | am with you, declares the Lord Almighty’.
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Do you think the people realize what God is saying here? Do we? Do we actually comprehend the gravity of
this statement?
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We hear it a lot, we hear it all the time. But do we fully understand the weight of these four words — “I am with
you™?
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This is the God who spoke the universe into existence; the one who sustains all things; the one whose glory
fills the heaven and the earth.
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This God says, "I am with you." Not "I am watching you from a distance." Not "I am generally aware of your
situation. But "I am with you.”
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And he doesn't stop there. God says to his people "My Spirit remains among you."
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The same Spirit who empowered Moses and Joshua and the judges and the prophets before them.

This Spirit is still with them.
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The same power that opened the Red Sea and brought water from the rock and gave victory over enemies.
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This power is still available as they rebuild the house of God.
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This is where the gospel of Christ becomes so precious to us today.
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Through Jesus Christ, we don't just have God's Spirit among us, we have God's Spirit within us, poured out
upon each one who believes.
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The presence that sustained Israel through it all now indwells every believer.
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The power that enabled them to build the tabernacle now enables us to build God's kingdom here and now.
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When God says, "I am with you", he is profoundly and intimately with us.
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When God commands us to be strong, the Spirit provides strength. Y4 ifiay S A 1ZEN5E » X2 {ENG NEE
When God calls us to work, the Spirit empowers our labor. G EE A M T, » ZXZEMR TS = -
This is Christian living, the Spirit working in us "both to will and to do according to God's good pleasure"
(Philippians 2:13). Xgt 2R EER A m—E AR 0BT » 6 (F) 11X LS XEET - NEEELHHYSE
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He's guaranteeing that what He calls us to do, He will equip us to accomplish. He was with his people during
the rebuilding of the temple.
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He is with us today as we build his Kingdom. “/ am with you, declares the Lord Almighty”.
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So what does this mean for us today? #H}Z. » XA 1S HE M ERIE ?

As we know, Pastor Callum will be completing his time here at Trinity. In fact, this is his final Sunday with us.
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With this, many of us might be wondering, what will happen to our church? Will we be able to continue the
ministries we've built? Will we lose momentum?
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These are natural concerns, and they echo much of what the people in Haggai's day were feeling.
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They had gone through an exile, losing their sense of stability and continuity in the destruction of the temple.
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Upon their return, they probably felt like they were starting over from scratch. And when the work got difficult
and progress seemed slow, discouragement set in.
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But remember what God said to them, what he is saying to us. " am with you,” “My Spirit remains among
you." (HAC(E BN T AYIE ~ WA TRAYIE ¢ B SIRMTIEALE" » “FERETZAZ AR T E] 7

Our strength doesn't come from having the ideal circumstances; our strength comes from the presence of
Almighty God in our midst.
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The same Spirit who empowered the early church, who has sustained Trinity through every season of its
history, remains among us.
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Yes, we will dearly miss Pastor Callum's leadership and pastoral care. Yes, there will be an adjustment period
as we navigate this transition.
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But God is calling us to "be strong and work" because He is with us. Not just when things are smooth, but
especially in seasons of change.
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Practically, what might “be strong and work” mean for us during this time?
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First, it means just that. &5% > 52 NITRM T -

We continue the work God has already begun through us. ¥ f J4¢&: g BT A T ERE T -

We don't put ministry on hold until we find a new pastor.#/{ ]~ =R S HHORME{EE T -

We don't stop serving, stop reaching out, stop praying, stop praising, stop giving, stop caring for one another.
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Second, it means we step up in new ways. H2X - XEWRERAN HEAVLN LU T 2CREETE) -
God may be calling some of us to step into greater responsibility in this season.
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He may be preparing you for leadership and service you never imagined you were capable of.
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Third, it means we guard against the temptations of fear and nostalgia.
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It's easy to start looking backward, romanticizing the past; or forward with anxiety about the future. }j(J557T 8
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But the Lord says “I am with you,” not "I was with you when things were settled" or "I will be with you when
you figure everything out."
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He is with us, now, in this moment, in the life of Trinity #th LA ELZIEESFATEAE - FE=—Z =450 -

Lastly, it means we trust in God's supreme sovereignty. i[5 * XEWERNEFE LT 2SI EMN -

Just as he used the exile and the return to accomplish his purposes in Haggai's day, He can use this period in
Trinity’s history to strengthen his people, to raise up new leaders, to focus our vision, to enrich our mission,
and to deepen our dependence on him.
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The people in Haggai's day could have given up and said, "this is too hard. What we're building isn't
impressive enough. Let's just quit."
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But God called them to keep building because He had plans for that modest temple they could never have
imagined.
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In the same way, God has plans for Trinity. [Eff » Y =—Z=tAG 114 -

In our modest, everyday obedience and faithfulness. Ft{EFA 15 ML H & IRR S Tt e

The Second Temple would indeed be smaller and less impressive than Solomon's temple -
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But do you know what happened to that modest temple? {E {7 ZI7E X i AN ZEY & 4= T (4. 2

It was the temple where Jesus would later teach and minister. HJ &k RAF L2 S AFIETEAN ©

It was in that temple that Simeon would hold the Christ child and proclaim, "My eyes have seen your
salvation." PHEIEI ER MM IEZEEHES © “WAVIRIECLE WARAYRUR -7

God used their faithful, modest work to accomplish his perfect purposes.
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The same will be true of his work through us. #i#EFe A 1T Ay T2t -

So be strong, beloved of God. FrlL » ZEHFTERY » ZEN5E -

Be strong, Trinity Baptist =-—/2(5Z< > ZENGE -

Be strong in his strength.  FE#iAY & » ENI5E -

Be strong in his covenant faithfulness. FE#h172JF(E5C » ZEENI5E ©

Be strong in his Spirit.  FEHIAYSE » ZEN]5E -

And work. FEE{ T -

Work knowing that "your labor in the Lord is not in vain" (1 Corinthians 15:58).
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Work understanding that you're joining God’s work that began in Eden, was secured at Calvary, and will be
completed when Christ returns.
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For he is with you. His Spirit remains among you and in you.
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To Him be the glory, both now and forever. Amen.
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