
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 31, 2025 

 
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

34 E. Orange Street 
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993 

Web Site: memluth.org 
E-mail: office@memluth.org 

717-532-4614 

 
Welcoming all  

Reaching out in love 
Growing together in Christ 

Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name 

 
Reverend Godfred Effisah 

717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell) 
pastor@memluth.org 

Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday & Wednesday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 
Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to 
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things 
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one  
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!   

 

 

https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#
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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for 
Worship, please silence your cell phone.  

 
INTRODUCTION 
Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in 
holy baptism we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the 
power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, 
the church can be more inviting still. 

 
GATHERING 

 
WELCOME 

 
PRELUDE  “Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven”                    - Behnke  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Please kneel or stand as you are able. 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our 
neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of 
joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we 
grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do 
not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the 
path of life. 
Amen. 
 
You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith.  
In the cross of + Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your 
sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.  
Amen. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING HYMN  “O God beyond All Praising”                 ELW  880  

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE                                                    READ RESPONSIVELY 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen, amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.   
O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those 
who are humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may 
embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
WORD 

 
FIRST READING                                                     Proverbs 25:6-7a 
The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as 
wisdom literature. Wisdom literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders 
and people for the conduct of daily life. Today’s reading is about 
humility. 
 
6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the 
place of the great, 7a for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to 
be put lower in the presence of a noble. 

 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 112                  READ RESPONSIVELY 
1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord 
  and have great delight in God’s commandments! 
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
  the generation of the upright will be blessed.  
3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
  and their righteousness will last forever. 
4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
  the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 
5 It is good for them to be generous in lending 
  and to manage their affairs with justice. 
6 For they will never be shaken; 
  the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.  
7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
  their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 
8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
  until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands  
       fast forever; 
   they will hold up their head with honor. 
10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth  
       and pine away; 
  the desires of the wicked will perish.  
 
SECOND READING                                          Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for 
the conduct of a holy life, all of which are shaped by God’s love toward 
us in Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in 
prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you your-
selves were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be held in honor by all, and 
let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually 
immoral and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money, 
and be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will nev-
er leave you or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with confidence, “The 
Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” 7 
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 
consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 15 Through him, 
then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit 
of lips that confess his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share 
what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
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Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart. Alleluia. (Matt. 11:29) 

 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

GOSPEL                                                                 Luke 14:1, 7-14 
Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the 
opportunity to teach his hearers to choose humility rather than self-
exaltation. Jesus also makes an appeal for hosts to imitate God’s 
gracious hospitality to those in need. 
 
1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of 
the Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him 
closely. 7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, 
he told them a parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a 
wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case 
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host, 9 
and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give 
this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the 
lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest 
place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move 
up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the 
table with you. 11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 12 He said also to the 
one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do 
not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or 
rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be 
repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed because they cannot 
repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                         
 
 
SERMON                      
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “As We Gather at Your Table”               ELW 522    
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, 
for God is near. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Risen Lord, ignite in our hearts a passion for prayer. Make our hearts 
yearn for your presence, helping us to seek you with all our being. In 
this Year of Prayer, teach us to pray with deep conviction, and never 
for shallow wishes, beliefs, or with a fleeting faith in you. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
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Lord, in the midst of our suffering and pain, we find hope in your love 
and mercy. Be a healer for cancer patients, restoring their health and 
bringing them comfort. Help them regain strength and return to re-
newed health as they persevere in their challenges. Surround them 
with peace during treatment and touch the hearts of family members to 
provide an atmosphere of faith, hope, and love. Provide researchers 
with insight into the causes, diagnosis, and treatment of cancer. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors, Sun-
day school teachers, and Christian education directors with a passion 
for speaking the word of God. Equip all the baptized to share your word 
of grace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the 
needs of vulnerable communities, those who are unemployed, bur-
dened by debt, or struggle to make ends meet. Accompany all who 
need reassurance of your loving presence (especially). Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With them, 
we offer our sacrifice of praise to you, O God, the same yesterday and 
today and forever. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to 
the one who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom 
and companion. 
Amen. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 
OFFERTORY  “Father, I Adore You”                                 Senior Choir                             
 
 
The Ushers will collect the offering. 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE   
     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      ELW 884 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

 
MEAL 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and 
the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these 
gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of 
all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST  
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all  
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:  
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, that whoever              
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and accom-
plished our salvation. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat 
this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion 
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to 
come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we 
ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our 
praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless 
us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we 
and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with 
heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints. 
 

All glory and honor is yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD                                                                        page 191 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving  
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING   
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Let us pray together. 
Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank  
deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our  
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
BLESSING 
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill 
your hearts; and the life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN  “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”       ELW 769  

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
POSTLUDE  “Toccata”                                                          - Burkhardt  
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All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 
Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permis-
sion. 
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Pastor 
Pastor Godfred Effisah  

 
Organist & Pianist 

Nancy Fogelsanger 
 

Senior Choir / Bell Choir  
Director 

Kathy Kerr 
 

Parish Coordinator 
Amy Piper 

 

Evelyn Fuller 

Karen Larson 
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Jeanne Naugle 

Dorothy Railing 
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