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“We believe God is calling us to 

invite people into a deeper rela-

tionship with Christ, that they 

may discover true peace and be 

prepared to follow Him in com-

passionate service.” 

Shalom Now! 

Cont’d 

As I write this, I am slammed with things to do. I worked the Rotary 
Pork and Corn Feed, which took up much of my Wednesday. I’ve met 
with my Confirmation team to plan this year’s programming. I’ve 
done load after load of laundry. I mowed the lawn. I helped clean the 
house. I’ve cooked a few dinners for our household. I’ve begun 
working on my father-in-law’s taxes, which are due in seven weeks. I 
did a couple one-to-one conversations for the Jeremiah 29 Project. I 
did a session of premarital counseling. And these things are in 
addition to my month-to-month, week-to-week duties: visiting the 
sick and shut-in, writing a sermon, leading Bible studies, and 
preparing worship.  

I don’t ask for sympathy because I know many of you have busier weeks than I do. 
You have responsibilities to family and work. You may have health concerns. You 
have household tasks. I bring up my responsibilities because it is so easy to forget 
our need for rest. 
 

American society is hostile to rest. While you sometimes hear the refrain, “Nobody 
wants to work anymore,” the numbers don’t bear that out. Those who repeat that 
may have a point about work ethic and reliability, but the truth is that Americans 
spend more hours at work than most developed nations. Many folks work two or 
three jobs to make ends meet, at least one of which is often part of the gig economy, 
which offers more flexibility and independence at the cost of traditional employee 
protections. If we’re parents of school-age children, we spend more time on top of 
that with our children’s activities. Some tournaments can take a whole weekend, 
which makes it difficult to take any time for rest. And the less said about the time we 
spend on screens, the better. For this pastor, it seems as if the whole purpose of the 
American economy (or any other economy for that matter) is to extract as much 
value as possible from the earth and human bodies without regard for the impact 
that has in the long run. 
 

This is where our faith can be counter cultural in a way that promotes shalom for all. 
Genesis 2:2-3 tells us that God rested from the work of creation on the seventh day 
and set it apart as a day for rest. Often, we feel like we have so much to do that we 
can’t possibly take any rest. Yet, not being able to do so is the mark of a slave. 
Deuteronomy 5:15 reminds the Israelites, “Remember that you were a slave in the 
land of Egypt…therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath 
day.” We are neither slaves nor is our work more important than God’s. We are 
called to live counter to this toxic grind culture, which chews up and spits out 
human bodies.  
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The Gospel of Uke! 
Starting in January, join The Gospel of Uke, 
a ukulele choir for all ages and skill levels! 
This community group is open to everyone—
whether you’re a seasoned player or picking 
up a ukulele for the first time. Bring your 
own ukulele if you have one, but don’t worry 
if you don’t—we have a few available to 
share. 
 
Rehearsals begin on Tuesday,  and will 
continue every Tuesday at 5 PM (except the 
second Tuesday of each month). There’s no 
pressure to attend every rehearsal—come as 
your schedule allows! 
 
Together, we’ll make joyful music, provide special performances for worship at Shalom Lutheran 
Church, and unite the community through the power of song. 

An excellent book on rest is The Sabbath by the Jewish philosopher and theologian Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel. After writing that Judaism is a religion of time before space, he remarks on the enslavement of 
human beings to spatial things. The sabbath is a counter to that. “The meaning of the Sabbath is to celebrate 
time rather than space. Six days a week we live under the tyranny of things of space; on the Sabbath we try to 
become attuned to holiness in time. It is a day in which we are called upon to share in what is eternal in time, 
to turn from the results of creation to the mystery of creation; from the world of creation to the creation of the 
world.” From beginning to end, Heschel’s book is a clarion call to see humanity as God sees us, not how our 
toxic culture sees us. Before we are objects of economic value, we are human beings created in God’s image. 
 

It's hard to remember this, but God knows that. And God knows that you are worthy of the gift of sabbath he 
gives you. Whatever your situation is, I pray you take rest where you can find it, even if it is only for an hour 
or two. That way, we can live more fully into the shalom God dreams for us. 
 

Love to you all, 
 

Pastor David 

https://www.oecd.org/en/data/indicators/hours-worked.html.  

Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Sabbath, (Farrar, Straus, and Giroux: New York, 1951), 18. 

https://www.oecd.org/en/data/indicators/hours-worked.html
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SHALOM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

                                                                                  July 21st, 2025 
 

PRESENT:   Carol, Corey, Ken, Kersten, Grant, Kim and Pastor 
Guest:         Julie Anderson 
 

Meeting was called to order @ 5:35 by Vice President, Corey Drewes.  
 

Motion was made to approve agenda with additions.  Motion was seconded.  Motion carried.  
Motion was made to approve June minutes with corrections. Motion was seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

Prayer led by Pastor:  Devotion from “My Utmost for His Highest”, The Gateway To The Kingdom. 
 

Reviewed reports by Pastor and Committees 
 

**Pastor’s Report:    Report included in packet.  Continues working with Jeremiah Project (see below).  
Pastor will be gone on September 13th and 14th.   He will pre-record his sermon.  
** Staff:    Report in packet.  Gospel of Uke played their first “gig” at Cherry Street Book Store on 7/12 
** Worship:    No meeting.  Pastor will order another container to use for the blessed grape juice so we are not 
wasting it.    
** Finance:   Building Fund is $3500 down but last year we were $12,000 down at this time.  Linda and Carol 
have been discussing the Kitchen Fund.   They would like to move this fund to Viking   Grant will look into this.   
** Y/ED:    Did not meet due to Mission Trip.   .   Mission Trip went well.   We did have several students drop 
out that had committed.  Team will work on ideas to strengthen commitments in the future.    
**Outreach and Caring:    Report in packet.   Nola took communion to a member.   Committee continues to 
reach out to members through cards and personal contact.  
**God’s Work Our Hands:    Report in packet.   Habitat for Humanity commitment of $1500 was met.   
Relay for Life luminaria were sold.  Looking for a coordinator for the Newborn Kits.   A donation was received to 
continue this ministry.  
**Personnel:    Executive Committee will meet.  Motion made for Grant to amend the staff evaluation forms.  
Motion seconded.  Motion carried.    
**Jeremiah 29 Project:   On-going conversations with members of the congregation by the team.  Pastor 
feels like this is such a great tool for not only the congregation but the community.   
** Property:   Sewer issue is being worked on but has been mostly repaired.  Property is recommending an 
increase to $50 facility fee-use for the groups that are using our facility.  Motion made to accept 
recommendation of Property Committee to increase fees to $50 for current groups meeting.  Motion seconded.  
Motion carried.    Motion made to refer back to property and pastor to adjust other fees, particularly for 
weddings.  Motion seconded.  Motions carried.   Motion made by Pastor to place the Summer Sounds by Brophy 
on Voyager/Cty 22.  Motion seconded.  Motion carried.  
** FM Radio Ministry:   Met on 7/20.   Looking at a newsletter article and Temple Talk.  Pastor Kathryn will 
be spearheading this.  Team has received some donations already but they do not show yet in the financial 
report.  
**Tech:    Report in packet.   Motion made by Grant to purchase a new computer with a cost up to $1500 for the 
office.  Motion seconded.  Motion carried.  
**Stewardship:  Stewardship is waiting on the Fall Campaign Materials from KLW Enterprises.   Grant 
wonders if it would be beneficial to have Pastor Keith Pearson from the ELCA come to speak during our Fall 
Campaign.  Kim will bring this to the Committee.  
 

Old Business:   Julie Anderson, Emergency Manager for Douglas County came to speak to Council.  She will 
work up a draft safety plan for us to review.  Council appreciates her vast knowledge and assistance with this 
endeavor. 
 

New Business:    There have been some issues with our cleaning person.  We do not have an agreement signed 
with her.   We feel like there needs to be a discussion making sure that she understands her job description.   We 
would like to check with Catherine to see if we can have a list of duties and expectations translated to Spanish 
and explained to her.   We also would like to have her sign an Acknowledgement.   Executive Committee will 
review.   
 

Closing Prayer:   Carol 
 

Motion was made to adjourn.  Motion seconded.  Motion carried.   
 

Respectfully submitted,  Kim Casavan  Council Secretary 
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Shalom Lutheran Financial Activity: 

Jan/Jul25 
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BREAD FOR THE WORLD 

Letter writing has been completed and mailed out. 
There were 11 names on the list of letter writers. 
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BOOKWORM BUNCH 
 
We meet the last Monday of each month at Shalom at 1 
pm unless it is a holiday! If you enjoy reading and dis-
cussion, come join us sometime to see if you would enjoy 
our group! Contact Barb Beyer 952-297-2541 or Joann Garland 
320-219-0810 if you have any questions!  

Adult Bible Study 

First, the good news:  God always speaks to us through the Bible.   
 

Second, the bad news:  we don’t listen or read the Bible as  often as we would 
like. 
 

Third, the good news: we can share God’s Word in inspiring  ways.   Come to 
our gatherings on Thursday mornings from 10-11:00 am.  

Following is the list of books selected for discussion. 
 

 

 
 
REMINDER: Please continue to support our 
Coffee Fund with your donations. The 
donation box is located on the treat table in 
the Community Room! 

                                                                

September 29                    The Children's Blizzard      Melanie Benjamin 

October 27                         Two Squirrels and a Girl    Montie Carol Montgomery 

November 24                     The Raffle Baby                   Ruth Talbot 

December 8                       Tentative date for group luncheon  
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Music Ministry Update  

Another summer has come and gone, and now it’s time to get back into the swing of things! As we 
step into the fall season, here are a few important notes: 
 

Shalom Singers resume rehearsals on Tuesday, August 26th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Shalom Ringers resume rehearsals on Wednesday, August 27th at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Both groups are open to anyone who would like to come and make a joyful noise. If you want to sing 
or ring, there is a place for you! Even if you’ve never participated before, consider giving it a try for 
just a season. You may find it’s the highlight of your week — and there’s always room for more voices 
and more hands. 
 
Over the past year, we have been alternating our approach to communion music. For a time, we 
encourage congregational singing, and for a time, we create space for contemplation through special 
music. This balance allows opportunities for those who love to sing as much as possible and for 
those who desire a quieter moment of reflection. 
 
As we move into the fall, we will be entering a season focused around contemplation during 
communion, offering special music that invites us to connect with God in ways that may be different 
than what we are used to. This is a chance to pause, listen, and open ourselves to God’s Spirit in 
fresh and unexpected ways. Then, as Advent and Christmas approach, we will once again shift into a 
season of joyful congregational singing as we lift our voices together in praise. 
 
In all things, we give thanks to the Lord for the gift of music. Included below is a prayer we share 
with our musicians, placed in their folders or on their stands, as they prepare to lead us in worship: 
 
Lord of all beauty and harmony, as we prepare to lead your people in worship, we ask for your 
presence among us. Let our music be more than sound—may it be a reflection of your grace. Help us 
to set aside distractions and lead with humility, that we might sing and play not for ourselves, but to 
draw others closer to you. Bless our voices, hands, and hearts. May we serve with humility and love. 
Amen. 
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Cont’d 

              Youth Ministry Update 
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       Sep 10 5:30-6:30     Sep 17 5:30-6:30 
       Grades 7-9  Confirmation    Grades 7-9 Confirmation 
       Pre-K-6th                                     Pre-K-6th           
     
       Sep 21 5:30-6:30                            Sep 24 5:30-6:30 
       Grades 7-9 Confirmation                    Grades 7-9 Confirmation 

Cont’d 
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September Shared  Ministry 

The following children attended day camp at Luthercrest Bible camp August 4-7 : Abigail Fleener, Olivia 
and Joshua Flatten and Andrew and Katie Kappmeyer.  

Pictures singing in their program. 
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Sep Birthdays 

Your Shalom family rejoices with you as you celebrate the day God gave you life.  Birthday Blessings!  If we missed you birthday please let us 
know in the church office because we would like to include you in our thoughts and prayers on your birthday! 

Hospitality treats will be served in 

the Community Room between 

10:30 and 11:30 a.m. on Sundays. 

The schedule Sep is:  

If you are unable to make it, 
please call someone to replace 
you. Thank you  

09-07-25 09-14-25 09-21-25 

  
Tom & Renae Hills 
Ryan & Rachel Buse 
Courtney Bouressa 

                                              
Craig & Lona Neubarth 
Connie Johnson 
Arvin & Susan Pletcher 
  
  

 
Grant & Cami Pexsa 
Darrell Neilsen 
Pam McCormick 
  
  

  

09-28-25 
  

Judy Radjenovich 
Amy Schlosser 
John & Nola Smith 

    

09/03 Fleener David 

09/04 Dalum Gwyn 

09/06 Anderson Julie 

09/06 Kingsberg Gerry 

09/07 Hildebrandt Bob 

09/07 Kliewer Dean 

09/07 Radjenovich Judy 

09/08 Carlson Carolyn 

09/11 Hoffman Judy 

09/11 Kallberg Vicki 

09/12 Carlson Richard 

09/13 Klimek Virginia 

09/15 Nagle Ruth 

09/16 Casavan Kim 

09/17 Freier Juanita 

09/18 Bentson Emily 

09/19 Meehan Sam 

09/24 Malvin Lynn 

09/24 McKay Bill 

09/28 Hoffbeck Randy 

09/29 Dale John 

09/30 Neilsen Darrell 
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Shalom Lutheran Church, ELCA 
681 Voyager Drive 
Alexandria, MN 56308 

320-762-8641 
office@shalomlutheran.org 

Follow us on Facebook: 

@shalomlutheranchurch 


