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August 31, 2025 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church 

 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  C   Amen. 

P Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

Merciful God, 

C you free us to love others, 

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 

You surround us with patience, kindness, 

and generosity, 

but we grow weary in doing what is right. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Do not give up on us. 

Heal us, break our bonds, 

and show us the path of life. Amen. 

P You belong to Christ Jesus 

and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.   C   Amen. 
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Gathering Song: O God Beyond All Praising (ELW 880) 
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Greeting  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C And also with you.   

 

Kyrie  

Canticle of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day  
P O God 

C you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. 

Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Proverbs 25:6-7a 
The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom literature. 

Wisdom literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and people for the conduct 

of daily life. Today’s reading is about humility. 

 6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 

  or stand in the place of the great, 

 7a for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 

  than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 

 

P  Word of God, word of life.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm: Psalm112 
P Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord 

  and have great delight in God’s commandments! 

C  Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 

  the generation of the upright will be blessed.  

P Wealth and riches will be in their house, 

  and their righteousness will last forever. 

C Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 

  the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 

P  It is good for them to be generous in lending 

  and to manage their affairs with justice. 

C  For they will never be shaken; 

  the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.  

P  They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 

C  Their heart is established and will not shrink, 

  until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

P  They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness 
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stands fast forever; 

   they will hold up their head with honor. 

C The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth 

and pine away; 

  the desires of the wicked will perish. 

 

Second Reading: Hebrews 13:1-8 , 15-16 
The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the 

conduct of a holy life, all of which are shaped by God’s love toward us in Jesus 

Christ. 
1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing 

it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them, 

those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being 

tortured. 4 Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept 

undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers. 5 Keep your 

lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have, for he 

himself has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with 

confidence, 

 “The Lord is my helper; 

  I will not be afraid. 

 What can anyone do to me?” 

  7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider 

the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday and today and forever. 15 Through him, then, let us continually offer a 

sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16 Do not 

neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing 

to God. 
 

P Word of God, word of life.  

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel: Luke 14:1,7-14 
P The holy gospel according to Luke. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the opportunity 

to teach his hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation. Jesus also 

makes an appeal for hosts to imitate God’s gracious hospitality to those in need. 
1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 

Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

  7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 

parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit 

down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has 

been invited by your host, 9 and the host who invited both of you may come and 

say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to 

take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest 

place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up 

higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with 

you. 11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 

themselves will be exalted.” 

  12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or 

a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or 

rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be 

repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 
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and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed because they cannot repay you, for you 

will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord 

C Praise to you O, Christ 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

Sermon  
 

Hymn of the Day: Oh, Praise the Gracious Power (ELW 651) 
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Apostles’ Creed  
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
P Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for 

God is near. 

(A brief silence.) 

P For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors, Sunday 

school teachers, and Christian education directors with a passion for 

speaking the word of God. Equip all the baptized to share your word of 

grace. Hear us, O God. C Your mercy is great. 

 

P For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and all who 

labor in fields and vineyards to grow the food we eat. Revive plains and 

pastures, and provide for the cattle and creatures who rely on the land for 

their sustenance. Hear us, O God. C Your mercy is great. 

 

P For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations, we pray. 

Guide them to enact equitable laws and policies for all. On this Labor Day 

weekend, make us mindful of workers whose labor often goes unnoticed. 

Hear us, O God. C Your mercy is great. 

 

P For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the needs 

of vulnerable communities, those who are unemployed, burdened by 

debt, or struggle to make ends meet. Accompany all who need 

reassurance of your loving presence (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

P For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give ushers and 

greeters a spirit of welcome for visitors, and bless the work of those who 

feed and nourish us (specific ministries may be named). Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
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P For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With them, we 

offer our sacrifice of praise to you, O God, the same yesterday and today 

and forever. Hear us, O God. C Your mercy is great. 

C Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the 

one who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and 

companion. 

Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace  

P The peace of Christ be with you always.  

C And also with you. 

 

Offering: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184) 
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Offering Prayer  
P Creator God,  

C in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that 

we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 

Dialogue  
P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 

 P Lift up your hearts.  

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface  
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

Lord’s Prayer  
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion  
P The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 

 

Holy Communion 

Communion Song:   

Post Communion Blessing 
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.  

C Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion  
P Mothering God,  

C you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send 

us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your 

love in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Blessing  
P The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill 

your hearts; and the life of the Spirit bless you and give you peace. 

C Amen 
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Sending Song: O Christ the Same (WOV 778) 
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Dismissal  
P Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 

C Thanks be to God 
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Announcements 
• Rally Sunday: Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 7 at 9:30 am 

• Joint Choir: Come and make a joyful noise! We are looking for singers for a 1 

time performance with a joint choir from Immanuel Church for worship on 

October 5. We will be celebrating Pastor Kim and Pastor Lou Hoger's 

ordination anniversaries that day. The first practice is Sunday, September 7th 

at 8:15am  

• First Communion: All young people who have not yet received their first 

communion are invited to attend this year’s first communion class on 

Saturday September 6th from 10am-noon. We will then celebrate their first 

communion in worship on Sunday September 7th. Please talk to Pastor 

Kimberly if you are interested or have any questions.  

• Outdoor Worship: On Sunday, Sept. 14th we will not be having a Sunday 

morning worship service. Instead, we will gather for an informal outdoor 

worship service and cook-out at 5pm that evening. Please bring a lawn chair 

and a side dish to share! Hotdogs and Hamburgers will be provided. This 

would be a great event to invite a friend or neighbor to!  

• Online Giving: Did you know you can set up online giving so you never have 

to worry about having to catch up on your giving when you have been 

away? You can visit the church website to sign up. The website also has a 

text to give option. If you need help signing up, please talk to Martha or Doug 

Stetzel. 

• Church Directory Photos: We are working to update our directory on the 

church app and still need photos from about 25 individuals and/or families. If 

you did not have your picture taken when Claire was here at the end of April 

and beginning of May, then you are one we need a picture from. You can 

ask Pastor or a council member to take a pic for you on a Sunday that we 

can upload or you can email a picture that you have to Pastor at 

mtolivetlutheran@gmail.com. Thanks for helping us to get this project 

complete!  

• Office Hours: Pastor Kimberly is in the office on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Thursdays she will be splitting her time between Immanuel and Mt. Olivet, so if 

you would like to see her on that day, please call ahead so she can be sure 

to be in town. You can call the church number (515) 465- 5298 and it will ring 

to Pastor’s cell phone if she is not in the office.  

mailto:mtolivetlutheran@gmail.com

