
Tares and Wheat 
 

Matthew 13:24–30 (NKJV) 
Parable of the Wheat and Tares 

24 Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 
sowed good seed in his field; 25 but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among 

the wheat and went his way. 26 But when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the 
tares also appeared. 27 So the servants of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done 
this.’ The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us then to go and gather them up?’ 29 But he said, 
‘No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow 

together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, “First gather 
together the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my 

barn.” ’ ” 
 

Tares: darnel n. — a weed nearly indisLnguishable from wheat unLl the ear appears. 
 

Matthew 13:36–43 (NKJV) 
Parable of the Tares Explained 

36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the house. And His disciples came to 
Him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.” 

37 He answered and said to them: “He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The 
field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the 
wicked one. 39 The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and 
the reapers are the angels. 40 Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it 
will be at the end of this age. 41 The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather 
out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, 42 and will cast 

them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous 
will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 
 

Genesis 3:15 (NKJV) 
15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; 

He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 
 

John 8:44 (NKJV) 
44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 

 
Acts 13:10 (NKJV) 

10 and said, “O full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all 
righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord? 

 



1 John 4:1–3 (NKJV) 
4 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because 

many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every 
spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does 

not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the 
Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 

 
Proverbs 3:5 (NKJV) 

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 
 

Hebrews 5:14 (NKJV) 
14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have 

their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 
 

Philippians 1:9–10 (NKJV) 
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all 

discernment, 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and 
without offense till the day of Christ, 

 
Romans 12:2 (NKJV) 

2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

 
James 1:2–4 (NKJV) 
Profiting from Trials 

2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect 

and complete, lacking nothing. 
 

Galatians 5:22–23 (NKJV) 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
 

Ephesians 4:2 (NKJV) 
2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 

 
Colossians 3:12 (NKJV) 

Character of the New Man 
12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, 

humility, meekness, longsuffering; 
 

 


