DON'T WASTE GOD’S FRUIT — PASTOR LARON THOMPSON
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INTRODUCTION

Jesus said in John 15:5:

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from
me you can do nothing.”

And Paul said in Galatians 5:22-23:

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control.”

And Peter reminds us in 1 Peter 4:10:

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s
grace in its various forms.”

i.  Did you know? - In America, we waste over 119 billion pounds of food every year? That's the
same as 130 billion meals—while more than 44 million Americans, including 1 in 5 children, go to
bed hungry.

PLACE FOR NOTES:

Gob CALLED You To BEAR FRUIT

“You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that
will last.” (John 15:16, NIV)

i.  Fruit Bearing is evidence of a Divine Connection John 15:5...

PLACE FOR NOTES:

WasTED FRUIT IN THE KINGDOM
Picture of Fruit Tree...

Every time we hold back what God has given us, that fruit goes to waste—and someone goes hungry.
Neglected Fruit — Matthew 25:24-25 ESV - He also who had received the one talent came forward,
saying, ‘Master, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you
scattered no seed, 25 so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have

what is yours.’

Self-Righteous Fruit — John 15:8 ESV - When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This
brings great glory to my Father.

Fake Fruit

PLACE FOR NOTES:


http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-25.htm

4. FRrRuiT PRODUCED IS FOR THE BODY

i. 1 Peter4:10 NIV - Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.

PLACE FOR NOTES:

TaKING IT HOME

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO TAKE A FEW MINUTES TODAY AND THIS WEEK TO PROCESS THIS MORNING'S MESSAGE. THESE QUESTIONS
ARE DESIGNED FOR DISCUSSION WITH YOUR FAMILY, A FRIEND, MENTOR, SPOUSE, AND SMALL GROUP. THEY ARE ALSO USEFUL FOR
SELF-REFLECTION.

1. WHAT STANDS OUT TO YOU IN THESE PASSAGES FROM THE BIBLE? FROM THE MESSAGE?

2. WHAT IS DIFFICULT FOR YOU TO UNDERSTAND OR ACCEPT IN THESE PASSAGES FROM THE BIBLE? FROM THE MESSAGE?

3. WHAT 1s GOD SAYING IN THESE PASSAGES AND THROUGH WHAT WE HEARD IN THE MESSAGE ABOUT HIMSELF? ABOUT PEOPLE?
ABoOUT YOU?

4. \WHAT EXAMPLES ARE THERE TO FOLLOW, COMMANDS TO OBEY, OR PROMISES TO STAND ON FROM THESE PASSAGES IN THE
BIBLE, AND FROM WHAT WE HEARD IN THE MESSAGE?
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