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Welcome - Thank you for sharing worship

Leading Woxslu'p
Ministers Every Member and Friend
Presiding Vicar Thania Drake
Music Director Gail Manago
Worship Assistant Steve Marshall
Reader George Drake
Ushers Angie Gifford & Karen Miller
Tech Team Kathy Brosch, Debbie Strom, Jeff Strom
Sound Howard Swan, Kitt Swan
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The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our undivided
attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the
word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of
our faith.

The Rite of Confession & Forgiveness. It first appeared in the Middle Ages. Confession was introduced as part of
the Priest's personal preparation for worship. With the Reformation the confession was opened to the entire
congregation.

All may make the sign of the cross £, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Merciful God,
you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.



You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You
surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In
your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.
Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of +* Christ, and
through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation.

Amen.

ELW 706 (Red) How Firm A Foundation

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2 "Fear not, | am with you, oh, be not dismayed,
for I am your God and will still give you aid;
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand."

3  "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply.
The flames shall not hurt you; | only design
your dross to consume and your gold to refine."

4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. Music & Text: Public Domain

Prager OfThe Dag— this prayer collects us together in prayer before the triune God and turns us toward the scripture
themes of the day.

Let us pray. O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your
zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following
your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Come Holy Spirit and speak to us through the scripture readings,



Assigned but not read: Psalm 82 Arise, O God, and rule the earth. (Ps. 82:8)

The First Reading is from the 23rd Chapter of Jeremiah

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers rejection. Today’s
reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word, and the false
prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One is like wheat; the other like worthless straw.

23 Am | a God near by, says the LorD, and not a God far off? 2 Who can hide in secret places so that |
cannot see them? says the LoRD. Do | not fill heaven and earth? says the LorD. %> | have heard what the
prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed! | have dreamed!” 26 How
long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies and who prophesy the
deceit of their own heart? 2’ They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they
tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream
tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common
with wheat? says the LoRD. 2° Is not my word like fire, says the LorD, and like a hammer that breaks a
rock in pieces?

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The Second Reading is from the 11thChapter of Hebrews

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical heroes, we find
examples of trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to this “cloud
of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful endurance.

29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians
attempted to do so they were drowned. 3° By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been
encircled for seven days. 3! By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

32 And what more should | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of
David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice,
obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 3 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to
flight. 3> Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release,
in order to obtain a better resurrection. 3¢ Others suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and
imprisonment. 3” They were stoned to death; they were sawn in two; they were killed by the sword;
they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented 32 of whom the world
was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and holes in the ground. 3°Yet
all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, “°since
God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

21 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before
us, 2 looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources

him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of
God.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Reading is from the 12th Chapter of Luke

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to God’s call.
The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even from those they
love.

Jesus said: #° “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how | wish it were already ablaze! *°| have a
baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint | am under until it is completed! ! Do you
think that | have come to bring peace to the earth? No, | tell you, but rather division! > From now on
five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; >3 they will be divided:
father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

>4 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is
going to rain,” and so it happens. >> And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be
scorching heat,” and it happens. *® You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth
and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Oh Christ.

Message: Vicar Thania Drake

ACS1084 (Blue) God, Be The Love To Search And Keep Me

1 God, be the love to search and keep me;

God, be the prayer to move my voice;

God, be the strength to now uphold me:
Refrain

O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

2 Bind to myself the name of Holy,
great cloud of witnesses enfold;
prophets, apostles, angels witness: Refrain

3 Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight,
flashing of lightning, strength of wind,
depth of the sea to soil of planet: Refrain



4 Walking behind to hem my journey,
going ahead to light my way,
and from beneath, above, and all ways: Refrain

5 Christ in the eyes of all who see me,
Christ in the ears that hear my voice,
Christ in the hearts of all who know me: Refrain

Text: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1967 Text © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid
license.

The Prayers

Let us pray together.

Raise up faithful leaders for your church around the world. Inspire global missionaries with a spirit of
accompaniment, as they walk alongside our partners in the gospel in solidarity, interdependence, and
mutuality. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for all waters affected by pollution. Sustain the work of conservationists, policy makers, and

advocacy groups seeking to protect fresh water sources. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Bridge divisions across partisan lines. Strengthen cooperative efforts among lawmakers who enact
policies that protect our neighbors who are most vulnerable. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Embrace all who suffer in isolation: for those who are incarcerated or detained, those who are fleeing
from unsafe environments, and those who are sick or homebound, especially Ingrid. Reassure them of
your care in all times and places. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guide the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer weeks, inspire their planning for a new
program year ahead. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration and support for their work. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses who surround us, especially Miguel. By the
example of their faith, enable us to run with perseverance the race set before us, until that day when
we join their unending praise. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Confident in God'’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always receives
them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. Amen.



Peace - Matthew 5:23-24 If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your sister or brother has
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then
come and offer your gift. Also Romans 16:16, 1 Corinthians 16:20, “greet one another,” a symbol of peace and of love.

The God of love and peace be with you always.
And also with you.

Our Oﬁerings to God in gratitude to God we return a part of what he has given us as an offering realizing that all we
have is God’s. The offering that is gathered is for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need locally and
worldwide.

Enjoy the special music as the gifts are gathered.
After the gifts are gathered, please stand as you are able and join in singing.

Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil ELW 721 (Red)

Goodness is stronger than evil;
love is stronger than hate;
light is stronger than darkness;
life is stronger than death;
vict'ry is ours, vict'ry is ours,
through God who loves us.
Vict'ry is ours, vict'ry is ours,
through God who loves us.

Text from An African Prayer Book selected by Desmond Tutu, © 1995 by Desmond Tutu. Used by permission of Doubleday,
a division of Random House, Inc., and Lynn C. Franklin Associates, Ltd.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Let us Pray, Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

The Meal

Communion ~ Sil’ll]:)lt] ]aeing here makes you a part of the New Hope Familg. We invite and welcome everyone
to share this sacred time of fellowship, forgiveness and renewal. More importantly, it is Jesus himself who welcomes
and urges you to come forward.

In this “meal” of Communion we believe that Christ is truly present and comes to us, in, with and under the bread
and wine. Christ’s real presence is one of the great mysteries of faith. This gift of Christ's very self in the bread and
wine proclaims God’s saving Word, feeds and nourishes our faith, {orgives our sins, and sends us into the world to

continue to be Christ's real presence in the world today.



Christ is here among us.
Christ is truly with us

P It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy, ....... all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.

Amen

The Lord's Prayer

Please join in singing the Lord's Prayer together:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven

Give us this day our daily bread, forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive them, who trespass against us, forgive us our trespasses

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven

Oh Lord, lead us not, into temptation, but, Save us from evil, and the, kingdom, the power and the,
glory forever will be yours

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven

Invitation To Communion

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
All are invited to come to the banquet.

Communion Distribution

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say; The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ shed for
you. Each person may respond, Amen. The wine is red, if you prefer grape juice is light color. Place your empty cups in the
baskets on the side.

Blessed Be Your Name (Green 1)

Blessed be Your name

In the land that is plentiful

Where Your streams of abundance flow
Blessed be Your name



Blessed be Your name

When I'm found in the desert place
Though | walk through the wilderness
Blessed be Your name

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I'll
Turn back to praise

When the darkness closes in Lord
Still I will say

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name

Blessed be Your name
When the sun's shining down on me
When the world's all as it should be
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be Your name
On the road marked with suffering
Though there's pain in the offering
Blessed be Your name

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I'll
Turn back to praise

When the darkness closes in Lord
Still | will say

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name

You give and take away
You give and take away
My heart will choose to say
Lord blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name



CCLI Song # 3798438 Beth Redman | Matt Redman © 2002 Thankyou Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of
Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2812537

Post-Communion nger

Let us pray, Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us
out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Announcements

+ “Get Together” Lunch this Tuesday at noon at Casita Linda
% Sign up sheet in the back to provide meals for Meal Train
% Any other announcements

+ Please see your bulletin for other announcements

ELW 815ORed) I Want To Walk As A Child Of The Light

1 | wantto walk as a child of the light.
| want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2 | want to see the brightness of God.
| want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father. Refrain

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ.
| want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Blessing

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit = bless you and give you peace. Amen.
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We Are Sent Into The World To Share What Has Been Given To Us

Please stand as you are able

Please join in singing the Sending Song

Brothers, sisters, all are we part of God’s great family.
As we go from this place, may God keep us in His grace.
May God keep us in His grace.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRESENCETODAY.

We are so glad you worshipped here today and invite you again. If you are looking for a faith
family we invite you to consider New Hope

The Mission of New Hope is to cliscover, experience, and share God's love with our hearts, hands
P P

and voices.

New Hope's Vision: As followers of Chyrist we will:
~encourage a spiritual journey
~celebrate the diversity and gifts that each person brings
~learn from each other
~engage with the world around us

Commemorations

Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153, Wednesday, August 20, 2025

Bernard, a Cistercian monk, was a man of great spirituality who wrote mystical works and criticized
those whom he thought took an overly intellectual approach to the faith. He became an abbot, and
wrote several hymns that are still beloved today.

August 24 - Pastor Jeff Swanson

Readings for August 24: Isaiah 58:9b-14 Do not trample the sabbath, but feed the hungry, Psalm 103:1-8
The Lord crowns you with mercy and steadfast love. (Ps. 103:4), Hebrews 12:18-29 You have come to the city of the living
God and to Jesus, Luke 13:10-17 Jesus heals a crippled woman on the sabbath and is condemned
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New Hope QR Code
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The Reality of Division

Throughout the Gospel of Luke, Jesus calls on his hearers to turn their hearts away from greed and
instead to generosity, to turn away from anxious self-preservation and instead to faithful self-giving.
But such practice rubs against humanity’s deepest-seated sin, so conflict is born out of Jesus’ peace-
filled activity. Jesus’ words and actions had already pitted him against the religious leaders and will
lead him to the cross. Now, in today’s gospel, Jesus speaks to the reality of that division. His words
unsettle us, yet they are spoken for a reason. In the reading from Jeremiah, God challenges the
prophets who dole out lies and deceit and asks, how long until they turn their hearts back to me? This
is a question of compassion and yearning for a restored relationship. Likewise, although Jesus’ words
are incendiary and speak of broken relationships, they are meant to prompt the people’s faithful
response: to lay aside anxiety and greed and to turn their hearts to the treasures of God’s promised
kingdom, where Christ takes division upon himself on the cross. While fully aware of the realities of
conflict and division, we are to live as hopeful people, praying fervently for God’s compassion and for
the restoration of right relationships.

P
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