FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

11* Sunday after Pentecost

3 ' Sunday, August 24, 2025
9:30 a.m.
Ordinary Time
We welcome you to worship!
Please fill out the blue worship card and place it in the offering plate later in the service.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

INTRODUCTION

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our undivided attention
and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy com-
munion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit
of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kind-
ness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up
on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of *+ Christ, and through the
power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

“Morning Has Broken”

ELW 556

Morning Has Broken

ELW 556
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Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965 BUNESSAN

Music: Gaelic Tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © Miss E Farjeon Will Trust, admin. David Higham Associates
Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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THIS IS THE FEAST
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

0 God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by great dangers, we
cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that even when we suffer
because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

ANTHEM “You Are Mine” by Mark Hayes Prima

Prima Members: Susan Bennett, Julianne Davis, Heidi Peterson, accompanied by Karlie Carter

WORD
READINGS

Isaiah 58:9b-14

God promises those who have returned from exile that where justice and mercy prevail, the ruins will be re-
built and light will rise in the darkness. It is a day for new beginnings.

% If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 1°if you offer your
food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your
gloom be like the noonday. ' The Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your needs in parched places
and make your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water whose waters
never fail. > Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you
shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. ¥ If you refrain from trampling the
Sabbath, from pursuing your own interests on my holy day; if you call the Sabbath a delight and the holy
day of the Lord honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, serving your own interests or pursuing
your own affairs;'* then you shall take delight in the Lord, and I will make you ride upon the heights of the
earth; I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God
Hebrews 12:18-29

Using images of Moses, the writer presents a striking vision of the new covenant of God made possible in
Christ. There is no longer fear; only awe in the new promise in Christ into which we are invited.

18You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a
tempest, ? and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that not another
word be spoken to them. 2° (For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even an animal touches
the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” 2! Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble
with fear.”) 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 2 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,2*and to Jesus, the me-
diator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.? See
that you do not refuse the one who is speaking, for if they did not escape when they refused the one who
warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven!2¢ At that
time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but
also the heaven.” 2 This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created
things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 2 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable worship with rever-
ence and awe, ?* for indeed our God is a consuming fire.



Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God
CHILDREN’S TIME Pastor Korra Looschen
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 142
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 13™ chapter beginning at the 10® verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Luke 13:10-17

Jesus heals a woman on the sabbath, offering her a new beginning for her life. When challenged by a narrow read-
ing of the sabbath command, Jesus responds by expanding “sabbath work” to include setting people free from bond-
age.

10 Now [Jesus| was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 1* And just then there appeared a woman
with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight.
12When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” '3 When he laid
his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. '* But the leader of the synagogue,
indignant because Jesus had cured on the Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work
ought to be done; come on those days and be cured and not on the Sabbath day.” > But the Lord answered him
and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger and
lead it to water? ' And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years,
be set free from this bondage on the Sabbath day?” ? When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame, and
the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things being done by him.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you , O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Garrett Struessel
THE APOSTLE’S CREED



I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pi-
late, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERTORY “How Can I Keep From Singing” by Penny Downs Tullock Prima
OFFERING PRAYER
Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table
with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ,

our Savior.
Amen.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 144
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen
SHARING OF COMMUNION (for those of you at home)

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the
promise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation,
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the
promise of the forgiveness of sin, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come for-
ward for communion. We invite everyone to receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy
Communion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome”. In our serving communion trays, wine is darker red



on the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve only gluten-free bread prepared in a kitch-
en excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat-gluten sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the

Lord is good.
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COMMUNION HYMNS
“Come, Ye Disconsolate” ELW 607
“You Are Mine” ELW 581
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Come, Ye Disconsolate ELW 607
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You Are Mine

E%W 581
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Text: David Haas, b 1957 YOU ARE MINE
Music: David Haas Irregular
Text and music © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’' name.

Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN “Praise My Soul, the God of Heaven” ELW 864
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven

ELW 864
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WELCOME to Worship!
LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.

KIDS WORSHIP BAGS are available to use during the church service. Pick one up in the narthex so they
can enjoy looking through a children's Bible, coloring in the coloring pages, or playing with one of the toys.
Kids worship bags are labeled according to age ranges. Please return the bags after service. Thank you for
bringing your kids to church

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking lot, one-half block north of the church
on Terry Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the hallway leading to the Big Room.
There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and in the Big Room.

We love seeing you in worship!

Scan the QR Code for the Following! Preacher/Presider The Rev. Garrett Struessel
View the Latest Sunday Bulletin Worship Assistant Deacon Korra Looschen

Council Hosts Eric Pederson

Kayla Morelli
Ushers Holly Keenan

Mike Shiveley
Reader Sally Campbell
Communion Assistants Milenda Powers
Pianist/Organist Jeffrey Hartmann

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license
#SBL14236. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen is copyright © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission OneLicense A-713218.
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