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Somebody once joked that the only job where you start at the top is digging a hole.
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Serving in a church means servanthood. No matter our role, our position, our responsibility, we are called to be
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We follow the One who said, “For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and give his life as a ransom for
many.”
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It’s the way of Jesus — it’s the way of the follower of Jesus. ;X ZHR&RAVIERS » t B HRERAVERBEZ AVIERE -

But this means we live our lives always before the One who calls us to go his way, whatever that way means. And that
way can sometimes be very unexpected.
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And so it is today for you and for me. This is the end of my ministry at Trinity. It’s not as | or my family expected. It is
the way of Christ for us.
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The Scripture today is from Paul’s letter to Titus. Titus was someone dear to Paul: my true son, he calls him in 1:4.
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Titus is mentioned 13 times in the New Testament. Interestingly, never in Acts. But this doesn’t mean he’s
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Titus first appears in Galatians 2:1,3. He joined Barnabas and Paul on the mission to Antioch to raise support for Jewish
Christians in Jerusalem during a famine.
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But Titus wasn’t Jewish. He was a Gentile. He is a living example of God’s grace to Gentiles — to people like me, like
many of us.
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He’s proof that God’s salvation in Jesus is available to any who receive Jesus by faith, trusting in the cross of Christ for
forgiveness of sin.
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When we came to Trinity 8 ¥ years ago, one of the great delights for me was to serve in a community of people from
different cultures, backgrounds, and languages.
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| remember when | was interviewed for the position of senior pastor, someone asked me how | would relate to people
when | didn’t speak their language.
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| said that my call is to love people, to listen, to respect, and to serve: | can weep when they weep, laugh when they
laugh, serve when they serve, and rejoice when they rejoice.
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| confess I've only learned a few words in Mandarin and Tagalog — but the imprint you leave on this heart is far greater
than I'll ever be able to measure.
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You are my Titus and, | pray, | hope I’'ve been yours. (/R J2IRAVFEES » FetiK ~ ELFRTENRTIVIRES -

And together we are proof that God’s salvation in Jesus is available to any who receive Jesus by faith, trusting in the
cross of Christ for forgiveness of sin.
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What else do we see in Titus? Look through this letter and we’re quick to see that Titus is given a vital ministry.
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Titus 1:5 says Paul left him in Crete to “put in order what was left unfinished and appoint elders in every town as |
directed you.”
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Titus has a specific task to fulfil. It is to continue what others before him had begun. That’s always the role of a pastor.
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Pastors may come with ideas, motivation, and vision. During my years here, I've had the privilege of witnessing some
great ideas and vision!
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We’ve had building upgrades (steps, ramp, roof, dishwasher, fridge, cushions, A/V, Daycare play area).
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We've enjoyed great times of fellowship (camps, barbecues, senior teas, Chinese New Year dinners, birthday
celebrations, New Beginnings end-of-month testimonies).
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We've survived massive changes — just think of COVID, Zoom, pre-recorded services.
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We've seen faithfulness in countless ways: flowers, kitchen, ESL volunteers, ushers, translators, visitation.
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We’ve grown because of leaders like James Smith or because of evenings like Acts 2:42 or because of dedicated small
group leaders.
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We've run, jumped, hit, and smashed — all in sports games on Sunday afternoons or mid-week.
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We've prayed — in Saturday morning prayer times, in small groups, at baptisms, over Zoom, at communion.
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We’ve worshiped: with handbells, sanctuary and Daycare choirs, organ, drums, piano, guitars, violin, flute, and the
beauty of a congregation’s voice!
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We've celebrated a church anniversary, bounced on inflatable castles, danced to Kids’ Bible Adventure music, and even
been dunked in cold water at Canada Day festivities.



3

A —FRA =TS R UhE Bk - £ LERLRREE R - ER/ENERER K
PUESIHFIR ALK

But here’s what excites me about these and many others — very few of these were my idea!
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And many of these were already part of Trinity’s life before | came.
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A pastor’s call is to continue what God is already doing! And God is at work here!
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No pastor or leader is the centre of Trinity — you know that. None of us is. Only Jesus.
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But here’s the challenge to you now: be like Titus — continue to do what God is doing and put in order what remains
unfinished.
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Pray for the Board — we have an excellent board.
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Pray for and encourage the pastors — this team of pastors is probably the finest I've ever had the privilege of working
with.
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Give thanks for Trinity staff: Maria, Grace, Tess, Precy, Albin and Rona, and Lulu.
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Give generously to God’s work here.

N B X B T AR A 2 -

Devote yourselves to one another in unwavering love and compassion.
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Proclaim the Good News.
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Welcome sinners that they may become saints.
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These are the tasks that remain unfinished.
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There is, nevertheless, something | have done. And | trust done faithfully.
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Paul tells Titus to look for the kind of leaders who, he says in Titus 1:9, “hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has
been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.”
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If there is something | believe | have done here and done to the best of the ability God has given me, it is this: | have
preached the Gospel faithfully.
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| have taken this book — the Bible — and expounded it with care, with conviction, and with commitment to the central
message of the Bible: Jesus Christ is Lord.
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| have done this at weddings, at funerals, at NBF camp, at Chinese New Year dinners, at ESL opening and closing
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ceremonies, in staff meetings, at retreat days with the Board, in mid-week devotions, in private conversations, and on
Sunday mornings.
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| have run that race as God has given me strength.
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So, | say this from the bottom of my heart: to preach the Gospel —and to preach the Gospel here at Trinity — has been
one of the greatest joys of my life —and | will never be able to thank you enough and thank my Lord enough.
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What | say to you now then is this, from Titus 2:11-14: “For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all
people. It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives
in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very
own, eager to do what is good.”
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My preaching has always been to keep our eyes on Jesus — he alone is our salvation.
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My preaching has always attempted to ground Biblical truth in everyday life.
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My preaching has always wanted to connect the glory of the Gospel with the needs of this world. F% &7y & 248
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And my preaching has always endeavoured to remind us that when we keep our eyes on Jesus, our lives must change
too — live godly lives now and live hopeful lives now for Jesus will return.
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So what now? One of the other times Titus is mentioned in the New Testament is in 2 Timothy 4:10.
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2 Timothy is Paul’s last letter — the letter he wrote before he was martyred by the Emperor Nero. It’s his last word.
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In 4:10 he briefly says, “Titus to Dalmatia”.
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By the time Paul writes 2 Timothy, Titus’ work on Crete is completed and now he is on to his next ministry duty —
Dalmatia, part of modern-day Croatia.
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My time at Trinity has ended sooner than | expected. | confess much sadness and grief as | weighed this decision and
sought God’s guidance and the guidance of mature Christian friends, leaders in our denomination, and medical
professionals.
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I know this is the right step, as hard as it has been. God is taking us to a new ministry —focused on our children.
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At the beginning of this month Catherine sent me a quote: “The quality of your parent-child relationship outranks every
other factor in predicting your child’s lifelong mental health. Not your rules. Not your discipline style. Not your
parenting techniques. It is the connection you have itself that matters.”
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This is my calling now. Now | am called to live the Gospel as | care for my family.
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Perhaps my regular preaching is over — that’s up to Jesus — but now the sermon of my life really begins.
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So | look forward, but | also look back. There will always be part of my heart here.
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George Eliot, the nineteenth-century English authoress, known by her pen-name “George” because no one would
accept her books if they knew she was female, once said, “Only in the agony of parting do we look into the depths of
love.”
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Titus finished the ministry given him on Crete — and then moved on to Dalmatia. He had to leave Crete.
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It was the same for Paul too. In Acts 20, Paul says farewell to the leaders of the church in Ephesus.
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It’s impossible to read Acts 20 without a tear in our eyes. [F{EFT(E — T EHT » A TR OJRERHCHZIHE -

“Now”, he says in Acts 20:32, “I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you
an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”
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Paul knew that he’d never see his beloved Ephesians friends again — the Lord was taking him on the final phase of his
life — to Jerusalem and then, through a series of trials, eventually to Rome where he would ultimately be martyred.
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Acts 20 is therefore one of the most tender moments in the Bible: Paul and the Ephesians leaders say goodbye.
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Listen to Acts 20:36-37: “When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. They all wept as
they embraced him and kissed him.”
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I’'m not proposing that we kiss, but | will pray and embrace. Most of all, | will hold you in my heart, echoing Acts 21:1:
“After we had torn ourselves away...”
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Catherine, Dakota, Skylyn and | tear ourselves away. It's God’s path, we know. But we “tear ourselves away.”
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Yet this is not the final word. Look again at Titus — at the last sentence of this letter: Grace be with you all.
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It’s a blessing; it’s a prayer. It’s a promise; it’s a plea. It’s Paul’s way of saying, “May you always know this great love of
God, may you always keep your eyes fixed on Jesus, may you always show this same grace to others, and may you
always be bonded together in this grace.”

PR » RS - KRR - EEK - REERANE IR RS LFAE - B IAGLE
IEAERR RS | > SR Ik i A R E A R TR A e X R g —"

We part —you and |. But we never walk alone. Grace — the grace of God in Christ Jesus — is with us all.
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Here’s a story I've told before. X G — P F LART LAY N SR -
It must have been sometime in the early 1980s. | had my first car —a Morris Minor — a car that looks like an upturned
jello mould and drives like one too.
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One time as | was driving round the 3-lane one way road in my hometown. It was rush hour. | was driving at 50 kms.
My brakes failed.
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As it happened, | could turn into a side road with enough of an incline that the car came to a safe stop. But now what?
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| called my dad (not on a cell phone —they were not invented then: | had to use a public phone in a phone booth).
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Dad came with his large Nissan car. We tied a tow rope between us — me and my car in front, dad behind.
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The idea was simple: dad could use the brakes on his car to pull mine to a halt. We only had about 3 kms to get home,
though we had to negotiate several busy roads, a steep downward incline, and two busy intersections.
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But as we drove, the sight of a small car appearing to pull a large Nissan was odd. People looked. People pointed.
Thankfully we made it.
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Why tell you this? The strength was in my dad’s car and in his skill. And | could trust my dad. | had confidence in him. |
was never alone!
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God our Father is with us, with me and my family, with you and yours, and with Trinity.
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| pray the best days for Trinity lie ahead. | know you will have confidence in our heavenly Father. K =—Z=HE
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We are never alone. Grace be with you all, my dear, dear friends.
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