STRENGTH FOR EVERY SEASON: 
BEARING SPIRITUAL FRUIT THAT LASTS

YOU BELONG HERE – PART 1
 Romans 12:4-8 (New Century Version)
August 24, 2025

4Each one of us has a body with many parts, and these parts all have different uses. 5In the same way, we are many, but in Christ we are all one body. Each one is a part of that body, and each part belongs to all the other parts. 6We all have different gifts, each of which came because of the grace God gave us. The person who has the gift of prophecy should use that gift in agreement with the faith. 7Anyone who has the gift of serving should serve. Anyone who has the gift of teaching should teach. 8Whoever has the gift of encouraging others should encourage. Whoever has the gift of giving to others should give freely. Anyone who has the gift of being a leader should try hard when he leads. Whoever has the gift of showing mercy to others should do so with joy.

1. THE ________ STILL NEEDS ______    
4Each one of us has a body with many parts, and these parts all have different uses. 5In the same way, we are many, but in Christ we are all one body. Each one is a part of that body, and each part belongs to all the other parts.	                 Romans 12:4-5

“Those parts of the body that seem weaker are indispensable.” 
1 Corinthians 12:22–23

I am a ____________ part of Christ’s body.

2. YOUR __________ STILL ________    
6We all have different gifts, each of which came because of the grace God gave us. The person who has the gift of prophecy should use that gift in agreement with the faith. 7Anyone who has the gift of serving should serve. Anyone who has the gift of teaching should teach.			      		      	   Romans 12:6-7

“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 							  Philippians 1:6


My spiritual gifts may ______ __________, but they never ______.
3. YOUR _____________________ STILL ______________    
8Whoever has the gift of encouraging others should encourage. Whoever has the gift of giving to others should give freely. Anyone who has the gift of being a leader should try hard when he leads. Whoever has the gift of showing mercy to others should do so with joy.		      		      	                    Romans 12:8

“From him the whole body, joined and held together… grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”			                       Ephesians 4:16


My contribution helps ________ the _________ of the __________.





This Week’s Challenge:
(Re)Discover Your Gifts!

As we begin the conversation about strengthening our core ministries, this is the time to step up. Are you curious about the ways God may be calling you to serve? 

Take a moment to explore your spiritual gifts:

• Visit Giftstest.com for an intuitive, no-login-required test you can complete in minutes.

• Use the UMC Discipleship Ministries Spiritual Gifts Inventory for a trusted assessment. A printable PDF version is available as well.

Take the test again if it’s been a while! Remember this is a tool, not a prophetic instrument!






“God doesn’t retire His gifts, and He hasn’t retired you.”
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4. THE BODY STILL NEEDS YOU    
4Each one of us has a body with many parts, and these parts all have different uses. 5In the same way, we are many, but in Christ we are all one body. Each one is a part of that body, and each part belongs to all the other parts.	                 Romans 12:4-5

“Those parts of the body that seem weaker are indispensable.” 
1 Corinthians 12:22–23

I am a necessary part of Christ’s body.

5. YOUR GIFTS STILL WORK    
6We all have different gifts, each of which came because of the grace God gave us. The person who has the gift of prophecy should use that gift in agreement with the faith. 7Anyone who has the gift of serving should serve. Anyone who has the gift of teaching should teach.			      		      	   Romans 12:6-7

“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 							  Philippians 1:6


My spiritual gifts may change expression, but they never expire.
6. YOUR CONTRIBUTION STILL MATTERS    
8Whoever has the gift of encouraging others should encourage. Whoever has the gift of giving to others should give freely. Anyone who has the gift of being a leader should try hard when he leads. Whoever has the gift of showing mercy to others should do so with joy.		      		      	                    Romans 12:8

“From him the whole body, joined and held together… grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”			                       Ephesians 4:16


My contribution helps build the future of the church.
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