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We extend the warmest welcome to all worshipping with us today. Whether this is your first time 
worshipping with us, you haven’t been in a while, or you are here regularly; we are so glad you 
are here! If this is your first time with us, we ask that you sign our Friendship Book, so that we 
might pray with/for you, get to know you better, and check-in with you from time to time.  
 
Holy Communion is open to all. In this church, we preach, teach, and confess that this is the 
table of Jesus, and it is Jesus who invites you to His table. You need not be a member of this 
church, or any other church; anyone who desires a deeper walk with Christ is invited. The ushers 
will direct you to proceed up the center aisle. You are invited to take an empty, individual cup 
from the silver tray near the baptismal font, and red wine, the blood of Christ, will be poured for 
you at the altar rail. You will also find red grape juice, the blood of Christ, in sealed individual 
cups in that same tray. As you come to the altar rail, you may stand or kneel as you are able, 
and the minister will place bread, the body of Christ, in your hand. If you are in need of a gluten 
free host, please let the minister know. If you prefer not to receive the Communion elements, 
Jesus still invites you into His Holy Communion; at the altar rail you may fold your arms and the 
minister will pray with and bless you.  
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PRELUDE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Please rise, in body or spirit.  

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen.  
P: We live fractured lives, and God seeks not to punish us for those faults and fault lines, but to 
reconcile and restore us. Trusting in God’s grace and mercy, let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and one another. 
(We pause for reflection)  
 
P: Loving God,  
C: Help us. When we have run away, when we have turned our backs on love, when we have 
sought immediate satisfaction and not long-term healing, help us. 
P: Merciful God,  
C: Forgive us. When we have been selfish, when we have been unkind, when we have closed 
our ears to the cries of others, forgive us. 
P: Powerful God,  
C: Heal us. When we are so broken we cannot move, when we don’t know how to stem the 
bleeding of our wounds, when we are too ashamed to seek community, heal us. 
Give us the courage, the strength, and the hope to accept your grace and hear your call in 
Christ. Amen. 
 
P: Sisters and brothers in Christ, to open our hearts to God is to risk vulnerability, judgment, 
and condemnation. But throughout the scriptures, we learn that God is merciful and just, slow 

to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. In Jesus Christ, we are ☩ forgiven, and freed to live 
as New Creations.  
C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty – LBW (Green) - 543 
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GREETING  
P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
C:   And also with you. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by great 
dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that even 
when we suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:9b-14 

9b If you remove the yoke from among you,  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
10 if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall 
rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11 The LORD will guide you continually 
and satisfy your needs in parched places and make your bones strong, and you shall be like a 
watered garden, like a spring of water whose waters never fail.  12 Your ancient ruins shall be 
rebuilt;  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;  you shall be called the repairer 
of the breach,  the restorer of streets to live in. 13 If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath, 
from pursuing your own interests on my holy day; if you call the Sabbath a delight and the holy 
day of the LORD honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, serving your own interests 
or pursuing your own affairs; 14 then you shall take delight in the LORD, and I will make you ride 
upon the heights of the earth; I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, for the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken. 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  103:1-8 

1 Bless the LORD, O my soul,  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits— 
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3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases; 

4 who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;   

5 who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

6 O LORD, you provide vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. 

7 You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the children of Israel. 

8 LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 12:18-29 

18 You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and 
gloom, and a tempest, 19 and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the 
hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. 20 (For they could not endure the order 
that was given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” 21 Indeed, 
so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) 22 But you have come to 
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable 
angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, 
and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the 
mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the 
blood of Abel. 
  25 See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking, for if they did not escape when they 
refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one 
who warns from heaven! 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, 
“Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.” 27 This phrase, “Yet once 
more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot 
be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and 
awe, 29 for indeed our God is a consuming fire. 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION- WOV (Blue Book)- 612  
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GOSPEL: Luke 13:10-17 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.  
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

10 Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And just then there 
appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and 
was quite unable to stand up straight. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, 
“Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 13 When he laid his hands on her, immediately 
she stood up straight and began praising God. 14 But the leader of the synagogue, indignant 
because Jesus had cured on the Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which 
work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured and not on the Sabbath day.” 15 But 
the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie 
his ox or his donkey from the manger and lead it to water? 16 And ought not this woman, a 
daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage 
on the Sabbath day?” 17 When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame, and the entire 
crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things being done by him. 
P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to you, O Christ  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: A Time to Serve – ELW (Red) – Tune of 781 (Children of the Heavenly 
Father)  
 Please rise, in body or spirit, as we lift our hearts and voices together in song.  
 

 WORDS:   
 
Jesus hears his children crying. 
Sees them hungry, lost, and dying:  
Who will comfort all their sorrows? 
Who will brighten their tomorrows? 
 
When we aid the poor and lonely, 
We’re not caring for them only; 
When our love some suffering eases, 
We have done the same for Jesus. 
 
When we join our Savior’s service, 
He will strengthen and preserve us;  
He will guide our daily living, 
And He’ll bless the love we’re giving. 
 
Jesus pleads with us to reach them, 
With our gifts of love, and teach them,  
That the kindness we are giving,  
Is the Christian’s way of living. 
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Rise and follow! He will lead us; 
Heed the cries of those who need us! 
And when life has ended for us,  
Heaven’s glories lie before us. 
 
Nicene Creed 
A: Lets us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed,  
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

A: Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near. 

A brief silence. 

A: You call your church to proclaim liberation and freedom to all. Give wisdom to bishops, 
synod councils and staff, and congregation leaders (leaders may be named) as they pursue a 
more just and equitable church and society. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
A: You inspire all creation to sing and bless your holy name. Send healing rains to parched 
places and relief to flooded lands. Lead us to enact policies to rebuild ruined ecosystems and 
habitats. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
A: You work vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. Strengthen the resolve of world 
leaders and local officials in the way of love and mercy, so that all persons may experience 
abundant life. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
A: You satisfy your people with good things. In your steadfast love, receive the cries of all who 
are bent over under the weight of addiction, isolation, and mental or physical illness 
(especially). Manifest your healing presence in their midst. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
A: You call us to delight in the sabbath. Invigorate worship planners and leaders with creativity 
to aid this assembly in fresh and faithful prayer and praise. Enable all who gather here to be 
nourished and renewed. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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A: With (Bartholomew and) all your apostles, prophets, and saints, we give thanks and bless 
your holy name. As they now rest from their labors, guide us by the witness of their lives to 
pursue your reign, which can never be shaken. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
A: Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always 
receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. 
C: Amen. 
 
PASSING THE PEACE 
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always! 
C:  And also, with you. 
P:  Let us share a sign of peace with one another. 
 
OFFERING  

Here at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, there are many ways to give. The ushers will pass 
around an offering plate, in which you can place your weekly offering. If you are 
attending worship online or you simply wish to give online, you may do so by visiting our 
website, hslceldersburgmd.org/give. We give thanks to God for all offerings of time, 
talent, and treasure, all of which make it possible to serve God, by serving our neighbors, 
here in Eldersburg.   
 
OFFERTORY HYMN 
 
C: We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to You: We are an offering. 
Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands. Lord use our lives, they are Yours. We are an 
offering. All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to 
you. We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering; we 
are an offering. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  

P: Let us pray.  

P: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for 
the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C: Amen.  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you.   

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 
endures from age to age. 
  
P: You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire for 
warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your image, and with 
mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the Israelites 
and cherished them as your own. 
  
P: That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to us 
through the life and death of Jesus. 
  
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P: Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal your 
Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. 
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P: Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry of the 
needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, we feast 
forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living 
One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us, in the 
language of our hearts: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
C:    Amen.  
 Please be seated. 
 

 
COMMUNION HYMN 

 

Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION 

After all have communed, please rise, in body or spirit. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless us and keep us in God’s grace, from 
now and until life everlasting. 
C: Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A:   Let us pray, Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your 

grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love 
in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P: You are exactly who God created you to be. Created in Christ Jesus for good works. Created 
and called holy. Created and called beloved. Now go forth into the world in peace and be of good 
courage. Hold fast to that which is good. Render to no one an evil thing for an evil thing. 
Strengthen the fainthearted. Support the weak. Help the afflicted. Show Christ’s love to everyone 
and let the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the +Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing – LBW (Green) - 559    
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DISMISSAL  
A:  Alleluia, Christ is risen!  
C: He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  
A: Our purpose is to love God, 
C: And bring people into a growing relationship with Jesus and his church.  

 
After the Service, Blessing of the Food Pantry will take place – As able, Congregation 

will carry the items out to the cupboards and site will be dedicated.   
 

“We all serve as ministers in the mission of the Church.”  
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23995. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
 

 
ACTIVITIES AT HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH:       
Sunday (08/24)     9:30 am – Sunday Morning Worship w/Communion 
Sunday (08/31)     9:30 am – Sunday Morning Worship w/Communion  
Wednesday (09/03)   5:00-7:30 pm  Community and School Year Kickoff Event 
Sunday (09/07)     9:30 am – First Day of 2025 Fall Sunday School Session 
Sunday (09/07)     11:00 am – Sunday Morning Worship w/Communion 
 
Please contact Vicar Tom via email at HSLC.pastor@comcast.net if you would like to meet, 
have any questions, or for any pastoral emergencies. 
 
Volunteers 

 THIS WEEK (08-24-2025) NEXT WEEK (08-31-2025) 

Greeters TBD TBD 

Ushers Dave L. 
Luke F. 

Bradley T. 
Henry K. 

Acolyte Maryann F.  Willow T. 

Assisting  
Minister 

Megan F. Lily K. 

Communion 
Assistant 

John F. Krissy K. 

Lector Krissy K. Megan F. 

Altar Care Lorraine M. Linda L. 

   


