
 
 

 
 
 

 

l 
 

 

 

 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
August 24, 2025 

 
 
 
 
 



2 

 

Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 
How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  

You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 

 
We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 
How to financially support us 

Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 
A note on Communion Wafers 

To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerant to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of 

gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request. 

  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship 

 

An Introduction to the day 
Remember the sabbath day. Call the sabbath a delight. This is the Lord’s day, and the Lord will do for 

us what the Lord does: feed us, forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice at all the wonderful things God is 

doing. 

 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. 

 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P Most merciful God, A: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors 

and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, 
kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, 
forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path 
of life. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                     (ELW 858) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  

 
 
 
 
 



5 

 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures 

surrounded by great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of 

mind and body, so that even when we suffer because of human sin, we may rise 

victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  A: Amen. 
 

Word 
First Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Because Luke often presents Jesus as carrying on the ministry of the Old Testament prophets, 

our first readings during these weeks are from several of those figures. Today we begin 

reading from the book of Jeremiah, starting with his call as a boy. 

 
4 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 

 

 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

 and before you were born I consecrated you; 

 I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 7 But 

the Lord said to me, 

 “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy,’ 

 for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

 and you shall speak whatever I command you. 

 8 Do not be afraid of them, 

 for I am with you to deliver you, 

 says the Lord.” 
9 Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me, 

 “Now I have put my words in your mouth. 

 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 

 to pluck up and to pull down, 

 to destroy and to overthrow, 

 to build and to plant.”   

                                  L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 71: 1-7                                                             (sung to the tune Old 100th) 

This psalm, acknowledging God’s call and protection from birth, could be Jeremiah’s song, 

and is certainly ours. 

 
 

Second Reading: Hebrews 12:18-29 
We continue to read through the book of Hebrews, written to a community beginning to tire of 

God’s delay in fulfilling the promises of Christ’s return and their vindication. Here the author 

reminds the readers that God does not come with terror, but comfort. Abel was Adam and 

Eve’s son, killed by his brother Cain, whose blood cried out for vengeance to God 

(Genesis4:10). 

 
18 You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, 

and gloom, and a tempest, 19 and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words 

made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. 20 (For they could not 

endure the order that was given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be 

stoned to death.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with 

fear.”) 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the 

firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the 

righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the 

sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

  25 See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking, for if they did not escape when 

they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we 

reject the one who warns from heaven! 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now 

he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the 
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heaven.” 27 This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken—that 

is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we 

are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may 

offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe, 29 for indeed our God is a 

consuming fire.  
      L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  

 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 
*Gospel Reading: Luke 13:10-17 
Through these weeks, we have been reading about Jesus’ journey toward Jerusalem, where he 

will be crucified. In all four Gospels Jesus is described as facing opposition because he healed 

on the sabbath. Keeping Saturday as a day of rest was an important way in which Jews 

identified themselves and preserved their distinction as the chosen people. Especially for those 

who could not travel to the temple to sacrifice, it was the most evident defining tradition. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the thirteenth chapter.   
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
10 Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And just then 

there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was 

bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called 

her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 13 When he laid his 

hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. 14 But the 

leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the Sabbath, kept saying 

to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days 
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and be cured and not on the Sabbath day.” 15 But the Lord answered him and said, “You 

hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the 

manger and lead it to water? 16 And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham 

whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the 

Sabbath day?” 17 When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame, and the entire 

crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things being done by him. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
A: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  
 
*Hymn Of the Day “Glorious Things of You Are Spoken”          (ELW 647) 
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*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: You call your church to proclaim liberation and freedom to all. Give wisdom to 

bishops, synod councils and staff, and congregation leaders (leaders may be named) as 

they pursue a more just and equitable church and society. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
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L: You inspire all creation to sing and bless your holy name. Send healing rains to 

parched places and relief to flooded lands. Lead us to enact policies to rebuild ruined 

ecosystems and habitats. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: You work vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. Strengthen the resolve of 

world leaders and local officials in the way of love and mercy, so that all persons may 

experience abundant life. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: You satisfy your people with good things. In your steadfast love, receive the cries of all 

who are bent over under the weight of addiction, isolation, and mental or physical illness 

(especially). Manifest your healing presence in their midst. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: You call us to delight in the sabbath. Invigorate worship planners and leaders with 

creativity to aid this assembly in fresh and faithful prayer and praise. Enable all who 

gather here to be nourished and renewed. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: With LeRoy Dreibelbis, Bill Kocher, Bartholomew and all your apostles, prophets, and 

saints, we give thanks and bless your holy name. As they now rest from their labors, 

guide us by the witness of their lives to pursue your reign, which can never be shaken. 

Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who 

always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. 
A: Amen. 

 
*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
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Meal 

Offering 
 
 
 

Musical Offering 
 

*Offertory: “For the Fruit of All Creation vs.2”                        (ELW 679) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the 

harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our 

labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. A: Amen. 
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

* DIALOGUE 

 

 

 

 
 
*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 

to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*Sanctus  
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Holy, Mighty, and Merciful God, 

in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals, 

the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise. 

When Sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills 

and to form us again into one. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

We proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, 

his body given up, and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  A: Amen. 
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*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 

 
*Lamb of God  
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Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.   

 

Communion Hymn: “How Great Thou Art”                         (ELW 856) 
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*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body, 

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen 

 

*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 

 

 

 

 
 
*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of 

your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim 

your love in Jesus’ name. A: Amen. 
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Sending 
 

*Sending of communion 
P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.    A: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  

 

*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 

 

*Sending hymn: “Let My Spirit Always Sing”                                   (ACS 1020) 
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*Dismissal  
L: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude 
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Daily Readings for the week 
 

Sunday, August 24              Thursday, August 28 

Isaiah 58:9b-14      Proverbs 15:13-17 

Psalm 103:1-8 (4)      1 Peter 3:8-12 

Hebrews 12:18-29      Psalm 112 

Luke 13:10-17 

 

Monday, August 25              Friday, August 29 

Ezekiel 20:1-17     Proverbs 18:6-12 

Hebrews 3:7— 4:11     1 Peter 4:7-11 

Psalm 109:21-31     Psalm 112 

 

Tuesday, August 26              Saturday, August 30 

Ezekiel 20:18-32     Proverbs 21:1-4, 24-26 

Revelation 3:7-13     Matthew 20:20-28 

Psalm 109:21-31     Psalm 112 

 

Wednesday, August 27    

Ezekiel 20:33-44 

Luke 6:6-11 

Psalm 109:21-31 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader...….……………………………………….Sister Marianne Brock 

Assisting Minister…………………………………….…….Morgen Hummel  

Pianist…...…………………………………………….............Michelle McMullen 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Karen Magnuson 

Reader……………………………………………………………Nate Clinert 
About St. Paul 

Purpose 
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 

 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for 

worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
 

Copyright and License Information   
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000528. New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021, National 

Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common 

Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Hymns reprinted and 

streamed under OneLicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2025 - Aug 10, 2026. The Scriptural Prones (introductions to the 

pericopes) are written by the Rev. Dr. Mark Oldenburg and used with permission. Words found in psalm taken from Seedbed.com, 

written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship with acknowledgement of 

the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge. 
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