The first Holy Mass of the Filipino Anglican Congregation of St. Matthias was held in the main sanctuary of St. Matthias Anglican Church on November 3, 2013. Padi Joey Vallejo presided over and preached at this mass. The congregation would continue meeting once a month, at 2 pm, and Padi Joey (who lived in Calgary and would commute to Edmonton) as priest in-charge. 
When Padi Paul Bachmann retired he began assisting Padi Joey as an honourary priest. Occasionally, when Padi Joey was away, Padi Paul presided and preached at mass. He was a strong leader, often visiting congregants in their homes and leading a Bible study.  
The dream, even back in 2013, was for this congregation to become a parish.  
Baptisms, parties, home blessings and a visit from Bishop Jane Alexander were among the activities during this beginning season. Padi Kevin Kraglund, then priest in-charge of St. Matthias, worked closely with this congregation so that it could be successful.
Padi Johnny Pooten became the priest in-charge of this congregation on February 13, 2015. Momentum grew and attendance swelled during this season. Bishop Jane continued to meet with the congregation, coaching them about the next stages to becoming a parish. Many families came and went during this season. Padi David Thiessen was the priest in-charge of St. Matthias. Soon, this congregation had an identity and was becoming its own organization, far beyond the third mass of St. Matthias.  
Keeping track of finances was relatively straightforward: the congregation’s offering went to St. Matthias' general fund, and Padi Johnny Pooten's salary was covered by the diocese’s assisted ministries fund.  
In the summer of 2019, Padi Dr. Eric J. Kregel became priest in-charge as Padi Johhny took the call to serve Holy Trinity Anglican-Lutheran parish in Edson. 
By Padi Eric's second Sunday, Bishop Jane had issued a challenge: for the congregation to be a parish, they would need to choose a name saint and form an advisory board to function as an unofficial vestry. 
"St. Peter the Apostle" was selected at a special meeting/potluck, because his ability to move between worlds as a Jew, a Christian; a fisherman, a church leader, being both a fisher of fish, and a fisher of men; etc., paralleled, in many ways, the immigrant experience of leaving home to make a new home in Canada. An unofficial advisory board was established and has met since this time.  
The COVID-19 pandemic took hold, and the world was locked down four months into Padi Eric's leadership. St. Peter the Apostle's Anglican Congregation met online for more than 20 months. During this season, Padi Eric worked part-time for the diocese while serving the Mustard Seed as a front-line worker and later as a chaplain. From 2019 to 2024, St. Peter's congregation gave faithfully to cover 60% of Padi Eric’s half-time salary in addition to the rent owed to St. Matthias.   
Church attendance was impacted by the pandemic. When St. Peter’s was able to meet again in-person, it was a very slow rebuilding of momentum previously enjoyed pre-lockdown. Gradually, the online children’s program ("Animal Friends" puppets) transitioned into a semi-regular Sunday school program. St. Peter’s returned to having potlucks, home blessings, baptisms, weddings and a service of confirmation its teens. The congregation experimented by offering free concerts for the neighbourhood, a festival run by the youth of St. Paul Anglican Church and seasonal parties.
During the season of meeting together again, Padi Paul Bachmann exited the fellowship of St. Peter. Also, Padi David Theissen left St. Matthias and was replaced as rector by Padi Andrea Sigrist.  
Before the lockdown, St. Peter’s carried on the tradition of Misa de Gallo: a 10-night mass held in various members homes, which included singing carols and sharing a potluck meal after the Eucharist. A hybrid model of this tradition was adopted after COVID, with some of the gatherings held in people's homes, some at the church and some online. St. Peter’s didn't do Misa de Gallo in 2024, but, instead, held a Christmas Carol sing during the 10 days before Christmas. This was seen, by many, as a success.  
Padi Eric reduced his weekly hours from 20 to 10 when funding from the diocese ended in 2024. He also accepted the position of assistant priest at St. Paul Anglican Church, while continuing to work half time at the Mustard Seed. While offerings were not enough to support a half-time priest, they were stable. 
On April 24, 2025, the Executive Council determined that St. Peter the Apostle Congregation was on course to be an economically viable parish. and plans were made for Bishop Stephen London to consecrate St. Peter the Apostle Parish on October 4. 
Today, St. Peter the Apostle Anglican church is mostly comprised of northern Filipino (Igorot) immigrants but exists to serve the neighbourhoods of west Edmonton. The warm Filipino culture will guide the community to: love as a family, worship God as a whole community and reach out to new friends.
It is a joy and a privilege for St. Peter the Apostle congregation to become an Anglican parish in Edmonton. 
