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Bates, Jensen (Toddler with Leukemia.) 
Baxter, Georgia (friend of Chambers) 
Cook, Donna (D. Nation’s cousin-Bone Cancer.) 
Deitz, Beverly (Friend of June Fox-Cancer) 
Driggers, Bill (Prostate Cancer-Radiation) 
Duvall, Larry (Debbie L. Brother-Melanoma cancer. His brain tumor 
is also growing again.) 
Egan, Evalee (Steven’s 1st cousin-Stage 4 Cancer) 
Godfrey, Paul (P. Mills brother-in-law-Stage 4 Bone Cancer) 
Henry, Jimmy (Larry & Debbie’s Son-At home recovering.) 
Henry, Larry (Prostate Cancer) 
Holland, Glenda (Friend of Steve & Harriett Angel-Leukemia) 
Houck, Amy (G. Bowles’ Niece-Breast Cancer-50 years old) 
Howard, Pam (Friend of A. Jones-Lung Cancer.) 
Jones, Brian (Chemo treatment for Brain Tumor is affecting his liver) 
Jones, Jeffrey (Brian’s brother—-Surgery & Chemo.) 
Loftis, Katie (Skin cancer-lymph nodes.) 
Mabrey, Robin (D. Lambert's friend) 
Magers, Harland (Friend of Jane Weaver-Brain cancer 46 yrs old) 
McCoy, Wanda (D. Lambert's friend) 
Pollard, Wanda (D. Green’s friend-Bone Cancer.) 
Pritchett, Marie (Cousin of the LaVigne family-Aggressive form of 
cancer.) 
Ray, Mike (L. Henry’s Brother-in-law-Brain aneurysm & Cancer.) 
Shuler, Kim (Chad’s co-worker has Breast Cancer) 
Sprinkle, Ted (Friend of Mike F.-Aggressive Prostate Cancer.) 
Teem, Katherine (Shaye & Cheryl’s Aunt  89 yrs old-Leukemia) 
Riva (H. Parris’ 1st cousin-Cancer.) 
Juanita (Friend of L. George.– Pancreatic Cancer) 
Wiggins, David (Prostate Cancer spread to pelvis-radiation) 
Megan (Daughter of Pastor Marty & Pam Masitto– Cancer cells in 
her hip.   Awaiting another scan to determine if other tumors have 
grown.) 
French, Jan (Friend of Carol E. –Lung Cancer & caregiver, Marcie) 
 

PHYSICAL NEEDS/OTHER PHYSICAL NEEDS/CANCER                      

PRAYER LIST OF MISSIONARIES 
McKinney, Ron & Kay (Physical needs) 

The Vance Family (Physical needs) 

Hawke, Robert & Jean (Physical needs) 
Lucy (Dennis Lagos’ mother-nearing the end of life.) 
Lagos, Holly (Tachycardia diagnosis-Doing better.) 
Poe, Debbie (Squamous Cell Carcinoma in her mouth.) 
Dehart, Dawn (Detached Retina– Recovering from surgery.) 

Crisp, Jeanie (Gary’s wife-She fell and broke her right arm in two 
places at the wrist.  He has taken some time off to help her mend.)   

Bell, Todd –Health issue 

PRAYER LIST OF PREACHERS 

Bagwell, Benny & Beth  
Winch, Don (Back Pain and declining health.) 
Marty & Pam Masitto -Their health and God’s leading.  Rest for 
both of them. 
Moore, Mike (Healing from a broken vertebrae after a fall.) 
 
The Family of Frank Rodriquez.  Funeral is Saturday Aug. 23rd, 
11:00 AM @ Grace Baptist Church.   

 
 
Allen, Dakota (Ms. Evie’s relative-Colon issues.) 
Anders, Wayne (Friend of Howard P./Heart issues.) 
Antes, Aretta (Debbie L. cousin-Sepsis) 
Arceneauy, Willow (Carol E. granddaughter-Encephalitis) 
Barnes, Mary (Carol E. sister-Salvation) 
Bennett, Kay (Friend of The Parris’—Health issues.) 
Blankenship, Janie (Health Issues/Gout.) 
Chambers, Shannon (Ron C. DILaw-Physical needs.) 
Chambers, Reggie & Edith (Ron Chamber's uncle & aunt-Physical 
needs) 
Clark, Melena & Edward-Mother & Son (Salvation and freed from 
drug usage.) 
Clayton, Jerry & Marian  (Physical needs.) 
Cochran, Matt (Mary C. son-in-law-  Doing much better and doctors 
can’t believe the obstacles that he has overcome!  PTL) 
Connerly, Sue & Leroy (Sue has Lewy Body dementia and her        
husband, as he cares for her.) 
Cottongim, Phyllis (Physical needs and Norm caring for her.) 
Cunningham, Willa Mae (R. Parris’ sister—Physical needs.) 
Dillard, Terry (Broken arm from a fall-Surgery and now in the Nursing 
Home) 
Douglas, Loretta (Longtime friend of Arlene D.-Possible Leg amputa-
tion.) 
Einstein, Robbie (Kidney Stone) 
Gennett, Julie (Friend of G. Bowles-Health issues.) 
Green, Bud (Macrodeg. Eye disease and salvation.) 
Greene, Grayson (G. Greene’s Granddaughter-Health Issues) 
Hatcher, Mike (Health issues-needs to see a doctor.) 
Hill, Lee (Bruce’s Brother-in-law-Health issues.  Improving) 
Hohenstein, Gisela (Friend of Jane W.-Severe health issues.) 
Hunter, Kent & Elaine (Friends of H. Parris-Health issues.) 
Hyde, Sue (Pastor’s mom is having spells of dangerously High Blood 
Pressure and they are not sure what is causing the       episodes.) 
Jones, Lynne (Friend of Carol E.-health problems and selling her cabin.  
Also, Carrie Keith-Heart problems.) 
McCoy, Terry (Pastor’s Friend-Health needs.) 
McKinney, Jake (Friend of Pastor-Car accident-Long recovery.) 
McMahan, Braydon, Beth & Eden (Eden has been diagnosed with 
PCH- Pontocerebellar Hypoplasia, Type 2A.  Pray for all of them.) 
McMahan, Mag (Please pray for her and her caregivers.) 
Mills, Barbara (Friend of M. Fitzgerald-Dementia) 
Montgomery Family (Friends of the Hughes’-Physical, emotional & 
spiritual needs.) 
MuKherjee, Sam & Nikki (Carol E. granddaughter and                          
husband. Salvation.) 
Pate, Ronda (Carol Einstein’s Daughter-Liver complications) 
Petersen, Jim (Ms Pete’s son-oral surgery) 
Pinsonbarger, Jo (Friend of J. Weaver-Heart Trouble) 
Rivera, Rafael (Bitterness toward God & father’s salvation) 
Schweinshaupt, Samuel, Laura, Gavin & Lincoln (Please pray that the 
court will do the right thing for Lincoln.  Sept. 3rd Court Date.) 
Smith, Wayne (Salvation) 
Spink, Linda (Carol E. 1st Cousin-Bacteremia-Serious condition in the 
hospital in CA.  Her daughter, Tracy is caring for her.) 
Stin, Jenifer (Jewish lady who needs salvation) 
Sumner, Mark (Health issues) 
Ward, Paul (Valerie Dillard’s father– Stage 5 Kidney Disease.) 
Willis, Amy (Mother of VCS students.  Has had 2 miscarries and is 
now pregnant again.  Prayers for a safe pregnancy & delivery.) 
Wood, Shaye (Knee problem and pain.) 
The Gray Family (Special request) 
Mickey & Elaine (Lord we lift them up to you!) 
Stephens, Kevin (VCS Car accident- Still in the hospital in Bristol TN.  
He will be there for 4 to 6 months,.  Facing another surgery.  Prayers 
are still needed. Thank you for giving to this family.) 
Henry, Jimmy (Treating a Blood Fungus.) 
Samantha’s baby is HERE!  9 lbs 2 ounces  21 1/2” long-Doing well. 
Johnson, Teresa (VCS Lunchroom Lady-Heart Cath on 8/29/25.) 

 
PRAY FOR OUR YOUTH! 

PRAY FOR OUR PASTOR AND HIS FAMILY! 

SERVICEMEN Prayer List 

PFC Gavin Robinson-Army, Germany (Bowles’ grandson) 

Cameron Barzotti, US Navy (Bowles’ grandson) 

Schweinshaupt, Jonathan (Deployed for 6 months.) 

McGaha, Jay  (Pastor’s nephew-Headed to the Marines) 



  

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

************************************ 

 

Saturday, August 23rd               
@ 4:00 PM 

Back to School Picnic @ Mark 
Watson Park, Sylva, NC 

Please bring sides to go with Fried Chicken, 
Desserts & Drinks. 

Looking forward to a great time! 

************************************* 

Monday, August 25th @ 7:00 PM 

Church Bible Sunday                                     
“The Case Against Calvinism” Week 3 

************************************** 

Sunday, August 31st                          
@ 6:00 PM 

Lord’s Supper & Finger Food 
Fellowship 

******************************* 

Sunday, September 7th,  10:00 AM 

New College & Career Class         
with Pastor Jody 

(Upstairs classroom) 

******************************* 

September 17th-21st 

Missions Conference    
@ VBC 

Faith Promise 2025-2026 

$105,000.00 Budget 

August Monthly Faith Promise       

Offerings:  $5,160.00 

  Missions:  The Investment you can  

Bank on for Eternity! 

Monthly Payout:  $8,621.00 

Thank you for giving to Missions! 

PRAY FOR VCS  

Pray for the Students & Staff, 
as school is now in full swing!  

 

Home Game-Volleyball 

Lady Cardinals vs Tabernacle 

8/26 @ 4:30 PM VCS GYM 

 

 

 

 

 

“THANK YOU” TO ALL THOSE 

THAT HELPED US HAVE A 

GREAT OUTREACH @ WCU! 

Sat. Aug. 30th @ 6:00 

Night Football Game 

Cash Ticket Price: $21 

Due Tonight 

https://mountainvictory.org/pages/events
https://mountainvictory.org/pages/events






From the Heart of a Pastor –  

          “Just What Was He Thinking” 

“Just what was he thinking? I told him to announce the meeting that we would be having after the service.” “Just what was he thinking? I don’t know why he 
didn’t mention the prayer request I gave him, when he walked into the church.” “Just what was he thinking? He used that same story two months ago in another sermon.” 
“Just what was he thinking? Does he not know that his suit and tie don’t match and are out of date?” “Just what was he thinking?” 

Right or wrong, it seems that pastors are judged and graded every time they step into the pulpit. From the clothes they wear to the cliches they use to the com-
mentaries they read and the comical stories they tell. In the culture in which we are now living, we feel almost justified in “scoring” the presentation, personability, and 
productiveness of the one that stands before us to preach. Is he relevant? Is he connecting to the audience? Is he in touch with the latest trends and fashions? Does he 
have a good rapport with the children, young families, senior adults, etc.? And heaven help him if he forgets to mention something. 

The older I get, the more it is becoming apparent the need for me to write certain items down. Not only does it help keep the train of thought on track, it also 
encourages the train to have a caboose. I often walk into the pulpit with a lengthy list of announcements, prayer requests, and last-minute thoughts of what needs to be 
shared with the congregation. But I will be quick to admit that on several occasions I have failed to address a matter simply because my mind was somewhere else. Some-
how, I don’t think I’m the only pastor to be guilty of such an egregious error. 

Much of what will follow may appear to be an excuse on the part of those that are tasked with setting a spiritual table from which others are to eat; but it is 
truly a microcosm of what happens on any given Sunday. When people in the pew find themselves wondering, “Just what was he thinking?” consider the following –  

He might be thinking about the family that hasn’t been in church in over a year. The one to whom he has reached out time and time and time again to encour-
age them to come back. He looks at where they once sat and realizes that their spot is empty. He is concerned about their walk with the Lord, about their family, about 
their future. He wonders what he did to drive them away and he racks his brain trying to find a solution to fix the problem he knows he can’t fix. 

He might be thinking about the mother that is sitting with her children. He knows what so many others in the sanctuary don’t know; that her husband has been 
arrested once again. He realizes that this home is struggling and is walking a razor thin edge. He is well aware that they may soon be evicted, that the children are hungry, 
and that the wife and mother has cried herself to sleep more nights than she can count. 

He might be thinking about the financial strain that the church is experiencing. Offerings have been down, as some of those that were faithful to give have grad-
uated to Heaven. He is contemplating steps that may need to be taken to reduce spending, so as to be a better steward of what is given. He knows that such an approach 
may mean making some hard choices that will affect dozens, if not hundreds, of people. 

He might be thinking about the widow or widower that faithfully attends the services, because they grow tired of being in an empty house all day every day. 
Church is the only place where they have any degree of socialization; and yet they sit alone, the sadness in their eyes revealing an emptiness with which they are dealing 
inside. He can only begin to imagine the difficulty that certain days on the calendar bring. He wonders what can be done to better minister to them. 

He might be thinking about his own prodigal son or daughter. They left home several weeks ago; angry at their parents, angry at the world, angry at God. He 
hasn’t heard from them in days. He and his wife have cried and prayed and have cried some more, as they walk the floor and worry. Where are they? Are they safe? Are 
they saved? 

He might be thinking about the last conversation he had with the disgruntled church member that now sits on the back pew with a sour expression on his face. 
He contemplates what can be done to mend the rift. He doesn’t understand why they are so enraged by the least little thing. He makes eye contact with them only to be 
met with distain. 

He might be thinking about the new family that has started attending. Will the church meet their needs? Are they there because they are wanting to help, or 
needing to heal? Will they be a stabilizing presence? Will they decide that another church has better facilities, better activities, better opportunities? 

He might be thinking about the man or woman in his flock that has just been diagnosed with cancer. He might be remembering the church member that had 
surgery last week that he was unable to reach on the phone, after they left the hospital. He might be recalling that another parishioner’s family member is going for some 
tests or that the results of a biopsy will be made known in the coming days. 

He might be thinking about the senior saint that is not long for this world. She has been declining for some time and her steps are not only getting slower, they 
have turned toward her home in glory. He knows it will not be long. He remembers when he buried her husband and sees that same cemetery on the hill in his mind. 

He might be thinking, as far too many pastors do, that he is just one business meeting away from being out on the street. He knows that his position, his hous-
ing, his livelihood and his life are all wrapped up in him being the pastor. He may be entertaining the thought that it would be easier to do something else. But that is   
dismissed, as he knows that this is what God has called him to do, what God made him to be! 

Oh, and he just might be thinking on what he has tried to study all week. He could be weighing his words, watching the time, or wondering if this will be the day 
when the lost man or woman, boy or girl that is listening to him preach about a sinless Savior that died a sacrificial death might come forward and be gloriously saved from 
their sins and from an eternity in hell. He considers that the last one to be rescued before the rapture may be one in his church on this day. He pictures a soul being set free 
and a trumpet sounding simultaneously. 

Just what was he thinking?   


