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10™ Sunday after Pentecost. The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history.
He invites our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of
witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith.”

| *=ALL STAND for this part of worship |

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Abide With Me arr. Gert van Hoef
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors
and follow our own way.

You lead us by the Spirit

of joy and peace,

but we turn away

from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience,
kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary

in doing what is right.

You call us

to practice justice



and mercy,

but we remain entangled

in systems of oppression
that we do not always see.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Heal us, free us from sin,
and show us the path of life.
Amen.

You belong to Christ,

and through faith, you are united in God’s mercy.
In the cross of + Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Clothed in Christ,

renewed by grace,

you are made whole

for the life of the world.

Amen.
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*APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE (Continued on next pages)
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Verse 3
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray together.

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to
share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims
of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets,

to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7

'T will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard:

My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.

> He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with choice vines;

he built a watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes.

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah,

judge between me and my vineyard.

* What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes?

5> And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.
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I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.

6T will make it a wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be
overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain
no rain upon it.

" For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of
Judah are his cherished garden; he expected justice but saw bloodshed;
righteousness but heard a cry!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 82 (Read Responsively)

' God stands to charge the divine council assembled,
giving judgment in the midst of the gods:
2“How long will you judge unjustly,
and show favor to the wicked?
3 Save the weak and the orphan;
defend the humble and needy;
*rescue the weak and the poor;
deliver them from the power of the wicked.
> They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
S Now I say to you, ‘You are gods,
and all of you children of the Most High;
"nevertheless, you shall die like mortals,
and fall like any prince.””
8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth,
for you shall take all nations for your own.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29—12:2

2 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but
when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 3° By faith the walls of
Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 3! By faith Rahab the
prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had
received the spies in peace.

32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon,
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Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, ** who through
faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the
mouths of lions, ** quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to
flight. 3> Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured,
refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 3¢ Others
suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and imprisonment. 3’ They were
stoned to death; they were sawn in two; they were killed by the sword; they went
about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented *® of whom the
world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and
holes in the ground.

39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive
what was promised, *’ since God had provided something better so that they
would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, ? looking to Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne
of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Congregation:
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*GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] *° “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were
already ablaze! *° I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint
I am under until it is completed! ' Do you think that I have come to bring peace
to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! >> From now on five in one
household will be divided, three against two and two against three; >* they will be
divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
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4 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,” and so it happens. > And when you see the
south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,” and it
happens. °® You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth
and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz

Silence is kept for reflection.
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Is the Life OBS 52
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
We now profess the faith we share using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

Loving God, raise up faithful leaders for your church around the world. Inspire
global missionaries with a spirit of accompaniment, as they walk alongside our
partners in the gospel in solidarity, interdependence, and mutuality.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving God, safeguard rivers and lakes, especially Lake Morton and Lake
Hollingsworth, from pollution. Sustain the work of conservationists, policy
makers, and advocacy groups seeking to protect fresh water sources. For flash
flooding in Wisconsin, evacuations in Alaska, and all facing storms and floods,
we pray. Be a sure refuge to evacuees and empower those battling wildfires across
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Europe. Heal your whole creation, that out of flame and ashes new growth will
spring forth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Loving God, bridge divisions and heal partisan conflict in our nation. Bring an
end to war and genocide, especially in Gaza, Thailand, Cambodia, Colombia,
South Sudan, Myanmar, Ukraine, and Ethiopia. We pray for victims of gun
violence, especially in Atlanta, Georgia and Austin, Texas. Strengthen cooperative
efforts among lawmakers including Lakeland City Council, and those who enact
policies that protect our neighbors. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving God, embrace all who suffer in isolation: for those who are incarcerated or
detained, those who are fleeing from unsafe environments, and those who are sick
or homebound—especially Mary, Mabel, Doris, June, Barbara, Ann, Julie, Carol,
Anne, Judy, Tom, Lydia, Brian, James & Grace, Wil, Amy, Bob & Jane, Barbara,
Scott, Ron & Flo, Mac, Monica, Tom & Leona, Avery, Doris, John, Tim, Arleen,
Betty, Linda, Jeff, Henry, Gary, Greg, Helen & Ron, and Max & Michelle.
Reassure them of your care in all times and places. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered, whether silently or aloud.

Loving God, guide the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer weeks,
inspire their planning for the year ahead. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration and
support for their work. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving God, with thanksgiving we remember the cloud of witnesses who
surround us. Inspire us with the example of their faith, and enable us to run with
perseverance the race set before us, until that day when we join their unending
praise. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the One who

always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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*SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY Sonata in G minor (Adagio) Benedetto Marcello
*OFFERING SONG As the Grains of Wheat
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*OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good, and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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*PREFACE

It is our duty and delight
that we should everywhere and always
offer thanks and praise to you, oh God,
through Jesus Christ;
who calls us to follow his way
of humble service and love.

And so, with the church on earth,

all creation and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was handed over,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
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*LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.
Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

The baptized children of God are invited by the Lord to the Lord’s Table where we receive Jesus’ very body
and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine. We commune at the communion rail where we receive
the Body and Blood of Christ. Gluten free bread and grape juice are available. If you wish to commune, but
cannot come forward, let an usher know and Pastor will come to you. If you do not wish to commune, you
are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. You may wish to remain at the rail for a time of
personal prayer following which you may return to your pew down the side aisle.
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LAMB OF GOD

Congregation: Congregation or Assistant:
— — i
H i
e e
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
you break the chains of ha - tred and
you are the way of jus - tice and
you are the way of mer-cy and
g i Congregation:
17 [9 ]
l(\'\ b !1’7 1
}U!’ - 7 P &
world: have mer - cy on us, mer - cy on us,
fear:
{){;:‘?ge Final Stanza
| ) Congregation or Assistant:
I ) ) N | Iﬂ
¥ g1 1Ml [ 7] )]
\ — 4 = — —
oJ - !
mer -cy on us. Y.amb of God, you
Congregation:
3 N 3
-l * 3 3
ANI V.4 i A
e
take a-way the sins of the world: grant us peace,
—5—
£ I )
-
3] ©
grant us peace, grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMN(S) In This Feast of Love ACS 962
Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471

(next page)
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In This Feast of Love
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*POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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*SENDING HYMN 1 Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815
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day are  both a like.  The Lamb is the light of the
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cit -y of God Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.
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*BENEDICTION
The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

+ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The Spirit of Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE The Head That Once Was Crowned With Thorns  arr. Charles Callahan

PERMISSIONS

Liturgical Text and Music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, 2020, 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted and/or streamed
with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS016761. All rights reserved.

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Abide with Me, Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-1889. arr. Gert van Hoef, b. 1994. Arr. Gert van Hoef. All rights reserved.
How Firm a Foundation, Text: J. Rippon, 4 Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. Music: Early American. Public domain.

Now the Feast and Celebration, Text and Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted
and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274. All rights reserved.

Christ Is the Life, Text © 1989 Susan Palo Cherwien,1953-2021. admin. Augsburg Fortress. Text reprinted and/or streamed with
permission under OneLicense #A-722274. All rights reserved. Music: English melody. Public domain.

Sonata in g minor (Adagio), Music: Benedetto Marcello, 1686-1739. Public domain.

In This Feast of Love, Text: Jarkko Maukonen; tr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954. Music: Jarkko Maukonen; arr. Mark Sedio. Text and music ©
2017, 2020 Jarkko Maukonen, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-

722274. All rights reserved.

Let Us Break Bread Together, Text and music: African American spiritual. Public domain.

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light, Text and music: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934. Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration.
Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under CCLI License # 2241477. All rights reserved.

The Head that Once Was Crowned wtih Thorns (in Six Postludes on English Hymn Tunes), Tune: attrib. Jeremiah Clarke., 1669-

1707, arr. Charles Callahan, 1951-2023. Music © 2003 Birnhamwood Publications, div. MorningStar Music Publishers. Streamed
with permission under OneLicense #A-722274. All rights reserved.
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Grace Lutheran livestreams our worship services over Facebook, YouTube, or other platforms and
has them available for later viewing through our website. We may also use still photography of
church activities for church communications, websites, and other uses. By your presence with us,
you acknowledge that you may be photographed and you consent to our use of it for these
purposes. The video capture of congregants is minimal and will usually be from the back. If you
want to be sure that you will not be shown on any video, we recommend sitting near the back on
the left side of the sanctuary.
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Scan this Tithe.ly QR code with your h« q‘u
phone camera to send an offering to Grace. F’-g"f e
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