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| would like to do a quick survey. Please put your hand up if you love to receive gifts. Hands up! Do you love to receive
gifts? PR — PMIURIEE - WRIRERUALY) - 1§28 F - IREREERLYIG ? 3528 F |

Now, how many would put your hand up if | ask “Do you love to give gifts”? Some of us might not be so sure!
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It’s no surprise that most of us love to receive gifts, but giving gifts is another matter.
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I must admit that while | love to receive gifts, | can’t truthfully say that | love to give gifts. | like to give gifts, but | can’t
say | love to give gifts.
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Gift-giving is not something that comes naturally to me. | don’t often think ahead and scheme delightfully about
finding the perfect gift for someone.
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But some people do. Some people seem to be natural gift-givers [HHG 2t A it < » M 1R REFIEEALE

There are people in our church from whom | receive not only Christmas presents, birthday presents, anniversary cards,
but also, whenever they return from a trip, they give me, and all the other pastors, gifts from wherever they travelled
to. A IS EAXHEAA » AUREIMA I8 284 ~ £BALY) - BELSTR S i E st Tk T
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I’m quite certain that their love language is “gift-giving.” I'm not like that.
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If I'm returning from a trip, | might remember to shop in the duty-free area to at least get small gifts for my family. But
| must admit that | often forget to do even that.
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My wife Sandra is an excellent gift giver. She has secret drawers in our home where she hides, small, inexpensive gifts
for no one in particular.  FXHYZEF- Sandra 2L I EHVAFLE - ER BUA - MNOmHIE - TeE — LIRS
TEAEFHY/INTG HACTRA ALY -

Then, when someone’s birthday or wedding shower comes along, she can pull something out on a moment’s notice.
She’s never caught without having a gift to give.
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And sometimes she even lets me take something from her secret stash, so | don’t need to go shopping for a gift.
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| believe that God is a natural gift-giver. Actually, He is a super-natural gift-giver. You could say that one of his love
languages is gift-giving.
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God loves to give good gifts, especially to his children. Jesus explained that “If you, then, though you are evil, know how
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts...” (Matt. 7:11).
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We read in James 1:17 that “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly
lights.”
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Our passage today tells us that God has given each Christian the gift of grace through Jesus.
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Our passage begins in verse 7, by saying “But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.”
BATESONE 7 TiH46E - “BA TSR RA S ELE N ArEG - 7

The English word “grace” is translated from the Greek word “charis” from which we also get our word for the gifts of
the Holy Spirit, which in Greek is “charisma.”
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Christ gives the gift of grace to everyone who believes in Him — grace to cover all our sins, grace to be reconciled to
God, and grace to inherit eternal life.
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And in his grace, Christ also gave us some other, very special gifts, or “charisma.”
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You see, the biggest gift-giving day in history was not Christmas, not Epiphany, no, it was Ascension Day -- the day Jesus
ascended from earth to heaven. This is what these confusing verses 8 through 10 are talking about.
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When Jesus ascended to Heaven, He gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to indwell all who believe in Him. And through the
Holy Spirit He also gave each believer spiritual gifts, or “charisma.” HHF#RTFRET » #ilg T~ 7 X2 BIG - (EFrAE
S ANERA ERNEAEAMA TR - Ak 2R - A ERAVLE “BIG” - G EAE1E -

These are spiritually-empowered abilities with which we can help in the work of the church, sharing God’s grace, and
his message, with the world. XELZERINEES] » (ERATBEH IEIAEHVETL » SR =E EawryEiEe -
Each person who puts their faith in Jesus receives at least one of these spiritual gifts. These were given to us when
Jesus ascended to Heaven, as He sent the Holy Spirit to indwell the church.
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God loves to give gifts to his children, and if you are his child through faith in Jesus, then He has given you at least one
spiritual gift, that is, at least one special ability empowered by the Holy Spirit. 75 & I tLY5 % ﬁﬂ[:‘i’j}Lﬁ HIRA
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But if you notice Paul’s language in verse 11, you see there that he refers to another kind of gift. He describes the
church’s leaders, themselves, as gifts from God. {HUIEIREERSESE 11 TTRAVERE » St L MRS 75—+
B - A S A B R BRI T AR -

Whereas in other passages, Paul lists various abilities as spiritual gifts, in this passage he describes the people
themselves as gifts.
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So there is not only a gift of teaching — teachers themselves are a gift from God to the church. There is not only a gift
of evangelism — evangelists themselves are a gift to the church. | believe we can extend this principle further.
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If you have put your faith in Christ, you have not only received a spiritual gift, you ARE a gift to the church. You are a
gift to the church when you serve in your area of special ability. We each are a gift of God to the church.
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The only question is, are we acting like it? Are we using the spiritual gifts God has given us to help in the ministry of the
church, and to share his grace and good news in the world?  IfE—[a] @i @Zﬂ]EI’J TN ? FRA TR 1 5
W 2a 3 10 8 SR RIS RAR HZ =Y E L FHAE TS ey B RN S
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The Apostle Peter challenges us this way: “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God'’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Pet. 4:10).
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God loves to give gifts. He has given each one of us spiritual gifts. And He gives you and | as special gifts to his church.
ERWEE ALY o G TEATENERAVENG - HHRERIE R RINEIG S TRV = -

There is another application of this truth that | believe is especially important at this particular time in the life of Trinity
Baptist Church. £ =—/FFAEX MR - XEHNS— PRI CHEE -

Paul describes “the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers” (Eph. 4:11), themselves, as being
gifts to the church. {RZJEA "(H4E - Skl ~ (FEFHY ~ e fBon" (95 4:11) KEFEZ=EN -

God has given us a particular gift in the ministry and person of Pastor Callum and his family over the past eight years.
We may wonder what lies ahead, how we will find the right Senior Pastor for the coming years.

ok R @ Callum BOM R HERENE T 54 - EWIGT T HRA—0FRIRALY) - Bl 180 2FaARk
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But there is no need to worry. God loves to give gifts to his church. We can count on God to gift us with the Senior
Pastor who is right for the next season of Trinity Baptist Church.
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We will do our homework -- our Board and Search Committee will go through a thorough process. But ultimately it
does not depend on them, or on any of us.
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God will gift his church with the Senior Pastor we need, with the leadership team we need, and with every member
who serves. _ERF NG IV AT N RN - Frfs ZHVIFHIPA - DL IR AFHIATA G -

We can count on God to provide the pastor we need, because God loves to give good gifts, and He will provide for his
church.  BATRIDAMER EAF SHREEA TR ZAVRON - R B BG4y - b BN iy s -

As we approach a new chapter in the life of our church, we need to ask ourselves a very timely question: What is the
job of a pastor? U IV E= A ERIFEI TR ER - FA T2 H C— M FE AN HOm TEZ (2 ?
More generally, what is the job of spiritual leaders in the church? Is it to do the work of the church? Is the work of the
church to be carried out mainly by paid staff and elected leaders? Clearly not.

R B B ER I T ER T2 ? B MEEI TAEE ? Baiy T/E 22 IR HIER S Al gezs H ki
RSB RITIE 7 IR TE -
We read in verse 12 that the job of spiritual leaders, including pastors, is to “equip (Christ’s) people (that’s all of us) for
works of service” (Eph. 4:12a).

BAMESE 12 T188] » BFEEUTENRYE R ey TR "3 (B R (WEEEATFrE ) MEEY
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This does not mean that leaders and pastors can sit back and watch everyone else do the work...no, they must work as
hard as anyone else.  ZXFH-A ERE THHAIFOIN BT LA LEA A T ——A > A LoaZiFn EHfh A —AE25 07 TFF -
But their primary function is to equip everyone in the church to serve effectively.
EMTIEARDRE R E R = TN AF A RO AREE -

Verse 12 goes on to say that this is precisely how “the body of Christ (that is the church) [is] built up” (Eph. 4:12b) — by
leaders equipping everyone to serve.
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Paul goes further to explain that this is the true path to maturity — that as we become better equipped to serve God,
then we will learn to work together in unity, and we will come to know Jesus better, even becoming more like Him.
RO TR K@ EIERE —— JEATE RS H OB F MR - Bl Tiay I Ea—F(E
T BT R AN IHERER - & 2215 H G -



4

Verse 13 tells us that this is how we “become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” That is
the highest standard of maturity!
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So, we look forward to discovering who will be the next Senior Pastor of Trinity Baptist Church, but not so that they can
do all the work — rather so that they can help equip each one of us to serve Christ together.
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You see, our Heavenly Father loves us too much to leave us the way we are. He doesn’t want you and me to sit back,
thinking we’ve arrived, thinking we’ve come far enough.  {RAE » IR KEFRATT » ARSI EIRAI
o WATEIRIBZER » IARMELAE T > DARTELEEFB T -

Verse 13 explains that the goal of the church is to imitate the character of Jesus, so that we “become mature, attaining
to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” Now that is a high goal! & 13 @R » Zi=my B in20EHD
o (ERAT S REA - AFEE T2 KRN EE" - Xg—MREfVER |

When will we be mature enough? When we match the standard of character set by Jesus. That is the north star
toward which we travel. We will never reach that standard of maturity — until Jesus returns to bring us into his glory.
AU 2 BHEA R 2 BEATAF IS ERE EAIPRAERT  XEH55 1R Tt Avdbi g » BTkt AR E]
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Then, as the apostle John tells us, “we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he
is” (1John 3:2). T H. » IEAIERELIER S RFA] - "FRATRTRIERYE © 2B BBV - PTGt - Ry FATTR
WLEHEAIATE" (29— 3:2) -

But for now He calls us to begin striving toward that goal. As Paul wrote in Philippians 3:12: “Not that | have already
obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but | press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold
of me.”

BIE - HIPFEI HHATIE X HIRES )] « IEeRPAEREIIEL T 3:12 1 EIE "R B WMRCLEE T &8
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So let us keep pressing forward, together, toward the goal of maturity in Christ.
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But if the goal is so far off, why even try? Well, to not move forward is to slide back. And the perils of sliding back into
deeper immaturity are truly fearful.
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We are surrounded by many voices today, many of which threaten to throw us off course, so that we lose our bearings,
and become ineffective. 5K » AT EEESE - HPFZEMEZ LRI HREERER - E3R1 128577
(IH > SRS -

We are surrounded by many deceptive influences. The current word for these is “influencers.” The problem of
deceptive influencers is nothing new.

P TV 25 B M szt S B - BT SH A TRRy "SR A sl IR " = B s 0 = B [ AN
Centuries ago, the apostle Paul warned us of the same thing. He warned us of how dangerous it is to remain immature
in the midst of many competing, deceptive teachings.Z /ME42FT] » {EIE(R D G ST I EIREAY R o fEEE TR
17 FERZEETEF ~ FORMERVB N, - (RIS LG -

Verse 14 challenges us: “... no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by
every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming.”
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That sounds like our current society, doesn’t it? Too often Christians and even entire churches are blown off course by
the latest currents of opinion. XUFEERERGFA LUFTAY LS » R ENG ? BVEER 28D B iy EiS
R AR -

How are we to avoid these pitfalls? How are we to press on toward Christ, in keeping with his truth? — F{JiZ 41/a] %
X LB 7 Pl iz ar e BB iy EL B (R i g 2

Verse 15 explains: “Speak the truth in love.” This is what we can do for one another.

5515 IR T HB O BIRIOE" © SRR AT LN B ey -

But as you know, this is much easier said than done. How do we discern the balance between truth and love?
ETEAIRATRT AL » XU RESRA Zy G RrE - Fefl IOl BB S & 2 [RIHY~F-H1E ?

This is why Paul describes maturity as a collective enterprise — it’s something the church learns together.

Rt - PREIEREAE N — IR - BB F TS HIRD -

Wisdom is not something we learn in isolation — we each need input from others.

BHEARRA LTS BVRE — — A TR AR TR AR B -

This is where pastors and spiritual leaders can help us.

X RPN 8 52 0l v] ARG B3R TR T -

All of the gifted leaders listed in verse 11 have one thing in common —they are expected to be trained in God’s word
and to be able to communicate it in a way that is constructive.

55 11 T AT A A RIS S A — 3 [E ff—— A IROZAE S B2 R HRE 98 DU I Y T =% 2K
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They are here to teach and to guide, but only in keeping with God’s word.

MATERBESMG SR - ALAFFFE AT ©

Then we can grow together in Christlikeness, learning the truth, and learning how to speak that truth in love.

XAE M IEREEERUEEE BALE K ~ o HE ~ F 2 AT & LU LS -

So verse 15 concludes that “speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of
him who is the head, that is, Christ.”
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Christian maturity cannot be gained in isolation. We grow in maturity only as we serve together in Christ’s church.
EEBEARTREEIO LR A « HA ST TEEEN B —_EE » BT STHEEEN -

We need to put into use the spiritual gifts that we have been given, we need to take advantage of the equipping
ministry of the church’s leaders, we need to learn to speak the truth in love, and we need to work together.
HMFEZHECHEREG » B TFEAHASIEEEEEE L RMIFEFZHEZ OB 5 3]
T[] LT T -

The church will grow only as each member does their work. This is the conclusion of our passage.

HEF MR AEGEFECHNAD Bt 2k - XESREXHER -

Note that all of this is a result of each member doing their part. 151 & » X—VJE &5 MRS R EHPEE R -
Verse 16 tells us, “From [Christ] the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” This is the path to Christian maturity — each of us serving Christ
together. 5 16 TI5IRI ] "SEE (BAE) 25EEFEEKZE BTSSR » IESRATIHZ I AEE) - &
SR K ERPETEC” - XA EEE R BGYREE - TSR —FRFEE -

Last week, our youth and young adults enjoyed a campout at my mother’s lakeside home. It was delightful to see our
young people enjoying the water, and learning new skills. & » Bl 10VE /D EFIER AFFREEAHRSE » 57
T—RFEEED - BEIMATE 2K EIESINREHZ S RRE - FREEIFEE &% -

My mom later mentioned that she watched some of our young people learning to paddle a kayak. That may sound
simple, but these small boats are very tippy, and easily get off course.
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At one point, two beginner kayakers climbed onto a two-seat kayak, but they took their seats facing backwards from
each other. So when they tried to paddle, of course they went nowhere, except maybe in circles.

B AT BTN EEARASRY - B AR YR AL o BRIEL - BTG RIS - BT SR 4h
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When they finally figured out how to sit in the same direction, then they could get moving.

LA AR AR A R — T RS o A TR AT DA RIAT T -

But even then, they had to learn how to paddle in harmony with each other, so that they could travel more quickly, and
in the desired direction.
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On that same lake, early in the morning, when the water is calmest, we often see what are known as “dragon boats.”
Dragon boats are very large canoes that were first developed in the Pearl River region of China.

FE[E—N80 b 0 B K S FRFVI % - 1L E B RIFTIEN "R « HAHEIRE RAVEAR - &P HIE
HFEERTHIK - They can be up to 27 meters long, and usually contain a crew of 22 people. For a dragon boat crew
to move effectively, it is no good for each crew member to paddle at their own rate.

T RFPTDUCIA 27 0K - HHEE 22 20T - G AR RITT - B LLE CHVERE TR A THY -
They must paddle in sync with the rest of the crew. In order to paddle simultaneously, they must all stroke at the signal
of a drummer, who is considered to be the “heartbeat” of the crew.
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So it is with us, the church. We must each follow the heartbeat of our Lord Jesus. We must follow his truth and love.
And we must work together in harmony.
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Only then can we move forward. Only then will we move in the right direction.
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As the word of God tells us, only then will “we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). Amen.
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