FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

10* Sunday after Pentecost

3 ' Sunday, August 17, 2025
9:30 a.m.
Ordinary Time
We welcome you to worship!
Please fill out the blue worship card and place it in the offering plate later in

PRELUDE

WELCOME

INTRODUCTION

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our undivided attention
and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy com-
munion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit
of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kind-
ness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up
on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of *+ Christ, and through the
power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “Let the Whole Creation Cry” ELW 876

Let the Whole Creation Cry ELW 876
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sun and moon, lift up your voice: night and stars. in  God re - joice.
all who work and all Wwho wait, sing, "The Lord is good and great!"
"Ho -1y, Ho - ly. Ho -1ly One: glo - ry be to God a- lone!"

SALZBURG
Text: Stopford A. Brooke, 1832-1916, alt. 7777D

Music: Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750, adapt.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

0 God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal for truth.
Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants
and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.
ANTHEM “Siciliano” by J. S. Bach Rick Burton, Clarinet
Accompanied by Jeffrey Hartmann
READINGS

Jeremiah 23:23-29

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers rejection. Today’s reading distin-
guishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word, and the false prophet who misleads the
people through dreams. One is like wheat; the other like worthless straw.

3 Am I a God nearby, says the LORD, and not a God far off? * Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see
them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. 2° I have heard what the prophets have said
who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed! I have dreamed!” ° How long? Will the hearts of the
prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? > They plan
to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my
name for Baal. ?® Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my
word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. * Is not my word like fire, says the LORD,
and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God
Hebrews 11:29—12:2

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical heroes, we find examples of trust
in God that enabled them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of witnesses,” we have Jesus,
the perfect model of faithful endurance.

» By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do
so they were drowned. *° By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. *' By faith
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in
peace. > And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of Da-
vid and Samuel and the prophets, ** who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained
promises, shut the mouths of lions, ** quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made
strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. * Women received their dead by res-
urrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. ** Others

3



suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and imprisonment. *? They were stoned to death; they were sawn
in two; they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, torment-
ed *® of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and holes in the
ground. ** Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, ** since
God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. ' Therefore, since we
are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, *looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith,
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his
seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God
CHILDREN’S TIME Pastor Korra Looschen
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 142
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 12% chapter beginning at the 49 verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 12:49-56
Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to God’s call. The way of
the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even from those they love.

[Jesus said:] * “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already ablaze! *° I have a baptism
with which to be baptized, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! ° Do you think that I have come
to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! * From now on five in one household will be divid-
ed, three against two and two against three; >* they will be divided: father against son and son against father,
mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-
in-law against mother-in-law.” ** He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you imme-
diately say, ‘It is going to rain,” and so it happens. °> And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, “There will
be scorching heat,” and it happens. *° You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky,
but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you , O Christ.



SERMON Pastor Garrett Struessel
BAPTISM OF ADELAIDE MICHAEL THOMPSON

PRESENTATION

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament
of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in
Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of
the Holy Spirit, and sent out in mission for the life of the world.

Parents or Sponsors: We present Adelaide Michael Thompson for
baptism.

Parents and Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Adelaide and pray for her in her new life in
Christ?

We do.

As you bring Adelaide, to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: to live
with her among God's faithful people, bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, teach her
the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer, so that she may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through
word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help Adelaide grow in the Christian faith and life?
We do.

People of God, do you promise to support Adelaide and pray for her in her new life in Christ?
We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce evil and all the forces that defy God, the
powers of this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

DO YOU BELIEVE IN GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you
delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into free-
dom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of
Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in
you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of
baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

BAPTISM
Adelaide Michael Thompson, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen.

The congregation responds:
You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized.
Alleluia!

Let us pray:

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons
new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Adelaide with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence,
both now and forever.

Amen.

Adelaide, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ for-
ever.

Amen.



WELCOME

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giv-
ing thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all

the world.
Amen
Applause is appropriate to welcome Adelaide in Christ.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL

OFFERTORY
OFFERING PRAYER
Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table
with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.

Amen.
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Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we

praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen
SHARING OF COMMUNION (for those of you at home)

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord The ushers will invite you to come forward for com-
munion. We invite everyone to receive "continuous communion” in front of the communion railing, and you may
kneel at the communion rail after you receive communion if you so desire. Wine is in the darker-colored cups, and
grape juice is in the lighter-colored cups. Gluten-free wafers are available in a separate bowl as you come forward.

LAMB OF GOD Page 146
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COMMUNION HYMNS

“Come Let Us Eat”
“What Feast of Love”
Come, Let Us Eat
A Leader or All —

ELW 491
ELW 487

ELW 491
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rise, then, to sprcad a - broad God's might - y word.
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our Lord's bod - vy let us take to - geth-er
Je - sus' blood poured let us drink to - geth-er
n the pres - ence of our Lord we ig._ath -¢r.

Je - sus ris - en will bring in the kKing - dom.

Text: Billema Kwillia, b. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E Doan Jr., b. 1930, st. 4 alt.;

tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.
Music: Billema Kwillia, adapt.

Text sts. 1-3 and tune © Lutheran World Federation; text st. 4 adn adapt. © 1972 Contemporary Worship 4, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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What Feast of Love ELW 487
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What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won - drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this__is Christ the king, the bread come down_from heav - en.
This, this__is Christ the king, the sun come down_from heav - en.
This, this__is Christ the king, the sweet - est wine__ of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!

Oh, see__and hear and sing! The Word of God__ is giv - en!
taste and see and sing! The Son__ of God__ is giv - en!
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Text: Delores Dufner, 0sB, b. 1939 GREENSLEVES

Music: English Ballad, 16th cent. 87876767
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’' name.

Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” ELW 815
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815
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See next page for refrain
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Refirain
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: Kathleen Thomerson

Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration
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WELCOME to Worship!
WELCOME to worship! We are so glad you are here!

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can sit anywhere in the sanctuary, including the

chapel near the front.

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.

LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking lot, one-half block north of the church

on Terry Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the hallway leading to the Big Room.
There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and in the Big Room.

We love seeing you in worship!

Scan the QR Code for the Following! Preacher/Presider
View the Latest Sunday Bulletin Worship Assistant

Council Hosts

Ushers

Reader

Communion Assistants

Pianist/Organist

The Rev. Garrett Struessel
Deacon Korra Looschen

John Gaddis

Eric Pederson

Ann Hinman

Stephanie Nieuwlandt

Fran von Hagel

Sally Campbell
Brad Hall
Dwight Tilford

Jeffrey Hartmann

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license
#SBL14236. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen is copyright © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission OneLicense A-713218.
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