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Small Group Discussion Guide
The Way
A Journey Through Acts
Acts 16:16–40
Opening Prayer
Gracious God, thank You for the witness of Paul and Silas, who sang in the darkness and trusted You in their trials. Fill us with that same faith and courage as we face our own challenges. Amen.
Icebreaker Question
Share about a time you expected something to be hard or discouraging, but instead found joy or hope in the situation.
Sermon Summary
This week’s sermon explored Acts 16:16–40, where Paul and Silas are imprisoned after casting out a spirit from a slave girl. Beaten and placed in chains, they choose to pray and sing hymns instead of despairing. God responds with an earthquake that opens the prison doors and breaks their chains. Through their faith, the jailer and his household come to believe in Jesus. The message reminded us that we will face challenges in life, but God can transform suffering into strength, worship can break chains, and opposition can become opportunity.
Key Points
• We will face challenges in life, but nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
• Faithful worship can break chains—both physical and spiritual.
• Opposition can become an opportunity for the Gospel when we respond with trust and courage.
Key Quotes
“Faith, when rooted in God, can transform suffering into strength and setbacks into breakthroughs.”
“God still opens prison doors. God still breaks chains. God still transforms opposition into opportunity.”
“Live in the freedom Christ has given you.”
Key Bible Verses
• Acts 16:25 – About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.
• Romans 8:39 – Nothing in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
• Psalm 42:8 – By day the LORD directs his love, at night his song is with me—a prayer to the God of my life.
Discussion Questions
• What stands out to you in the way Paul and Silas responded to imprisonment?
• How can worship help us endure in times of suffering?
• What ‘prisons’ (emotional, spiritual, or relational) do you think God wants to free you from?
• Have you ever seen opposition become an opportunity for ministry? Share your experience.
• What is one way you can practice praising God in your current season, no matter the circumstances?
What Next?
Choose one area of your life where you feel ‘chained’ or stuck. Commit to bringing it before God daily in prayer this week. Trust God to bring freedom, transformation, and new opportunities to witness to God’s love, mercy, and grace.
Closing Prayer
Lord, thank You for the example of Paul and Silas. Strengthen us to praise You in all circumstances, to trust You when the way is hard, and to see Your hand turning our trials into testimonies. Amen.
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