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WELCOME
Please stand

GREETING

P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

OPENING HYMN Open the Eyes of My Heart Lord

Open the eyes of my heart Lord
Open the eyes of my heart

I want to see You

I want to see You

To see You high and lifted up
Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy holy holy

Holy holy holy
Holy holy holy
Holy holy holy
I want to see You

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

P: In the name of God, our Creator,
Redeemer, and Sanctifier.
C: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.



P: Merciful God,

C: you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we choose self-righteous resentment and anger.

You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,

but we grow impatient in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break the bondage of our sin,

and show us the path of life.

C: Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of =+ Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

C: Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open
our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you
appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated




FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-6
A: A reading from the Book of Genesis, the fifteenth chapter.

! After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” * And Abram
said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.”  But the
word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue
shall be your heir.” *He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars,
if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” ¢ And he
believed the Lord, and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SECOND READING Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

A: A reading from the Book of Hebrews, the eleventh chapter.

"'Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 Indeed, by
faith our ancestors received approval. * By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by
the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as
an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. ° By faith he stayed for a time in
the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who
were heirs with him of the same promise. '° For he looked forward to the city that has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. ! By faith, Sarah herself received power to
conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered. > Therefore from one person,
and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

3 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw
and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, * for
people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. '° If they had been
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. ' But as
it is, they desire a better homeland, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Please stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Music: Caribbean traditional
GOSPEL Luke 12:32-40

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.

[Jesus said:] **“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out,
an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. ** For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

33¢“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; *® be like those who are waiting for their
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he
comes and knocks. ¥’ Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I
tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve
them. *® If he comes during the middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are
those slaves.

39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he
would not have let his house be broken into. ** You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.



Please be seated

MESSAGE
HYMN O God, Our Help In Ages Past ELW 632
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I O God, our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un-der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be -fore the hills in  or-der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve-ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is  sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to  end-less years the same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.
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5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,
bears all our years away; our hope for years to come,
they fly forgotten, as a dream still be our guard while troubles last
dies at the op’ning day. and our eternal home.

THE PRAYERS

P: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for
the needs of the world.

P: God of grace,

C: Hear our prayer.

P: Trusting in your loving kindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus
Christ.

C: Amen.



THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please be seated

NOISY OFFERING

OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
In gratitude to God we give out of the abundance that God has given us.
Please stand

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C: Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,



who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up,
and his victory over death,

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth

will come to celebrate together your eternal banquet.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Please be seated




COMMUNION

This is God'’s table so all are welcome to join the feast.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available.

P: The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.
C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand

BLESSING

P: The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

+ bless you and give you peace.

C: Amen.



SENDING HYMN Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning

| 1
—

ey e E———— . . — —
o p—
1 Keep your lamps trimmed and  burn - ing, keep your
2 Dark-er mid - night  lies be - fore us, dark - er
3 Lo, the morn - ing soon is break - ing, lo, the
4 Keep your lamps trimmed and burn - ing, keep your
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lamps trimmed and  bumn - ing, keep your lamps
mid - night lies be - fore us, dark - er mid - night
morn - ing ~ soon is break - ing, lo, the morn - ing
lamps trimmed and burn - ing, keep your lamps
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trimmed and  burn - ing, for this work’s al - most done.
lies be - fore us, for this work’s al - most done.
soon is break - ing, for this work’s al - most done.
trimmed and burn - ing, for this work’s al - most done.
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chil-dren, don’t grow wea - ry, for this work’s al-most done.
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DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
C: Thanks be to God.
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