/ UTHERAN CHURCH

AUGUST 10, 2025
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Introduction

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the
beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we are a part in today’s
assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear.



GATHERING

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING MUSIC WE ARE CALLED (ELW #720)
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live in the free - dom of the cit-y of God.
ha-tred and blind-ness . ..will be ... no more.
sis - ters and  broth-ers ... U - nit-ed in love.
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oth - er, to  walk hum - bly with God.

INVOCATION/CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own

way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life
you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary



in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our
bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God'’s children through faith.

In the cross of + Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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Lord, . . . . have mer - cy:




HYMN OF PRAISE
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glo-ry to God,

glo - ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts
to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
READING HEBREWS 11:1-3, 8-16

"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed,
by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were
prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive
as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. ° By faith he stayed for a
time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. '°For he looked forward to the city that
has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. ! By faith, with Sarah’s involvement, he
received power of procreation, even though he was too old, because he considered him faithful
who had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants
were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.”

3 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they
saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the
earth, 4 for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. "° If
they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to
return. '®But as it is, they desire a better homeland, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is
not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING Luke 12:32-40
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear
out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 3¢ For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 3¢ be like those who are waiting for their
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as
he comes and knocks. %7 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes;
truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve
them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are
those slaves.

39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he
would not have let his house be broken into. 4° You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR DAVID YOUNG




HYMN OF THE DAY

BE THOU MY VISION (ELW #793)
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I Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
| ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may | reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by ight,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my POW'T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er  of all.
Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 18801931

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with “God of grace” and the response will be “Hear our prayer”

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE

OFFERING

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran
Church! In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical
Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at

www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code.

MEAL

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION- YOU ARE MINE — DARLINE DEMOTT AND RON LAUCK DUET

LET THE VINEYARDS
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the Table.
For the Lord Jesus is with us, and all are welcome!

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!
Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform the
communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.
You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by the
second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice is also available.
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing.

LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

COMMUNION SONG- JESUS, KING OF ANGELS- RON LAUCK, SOLO

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

SENDING




BLESSING AND BENEDICTION

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you : wherever he may send you;
may he guide you through the wilderness : protect you through the storm;
may he bring you home rejoicing : at the wonders he has shown you;

may he bring you home rejoicing : once again into our doors.

In the name of the + Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit Amen.
SENDING SONG
“ACT JUSTLY, LOVE MERCY, WALK HUMBLY”

Music/lyrics Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram, Pat Barrett
© 2021 Capitol CMG Genesis; Capitol CMG Paragon; Housefires Sounds; S. D. G. Publishing;
Vamos Publishing; Jingram Tunes; So Essential Tunes Admin: Capitol CMG Publishing,
Essential Music Publishing LLC

DISMISSAL

Thank you for worshiping with us today.

We hope every person fe[t welcomed here, especiaﬂy our guests. We trust that our time together has ﬁl[ed you with a sense ofjoy and
peace, and we invite you to return soon.
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