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Everything is done, Father. Everything is written. So many words. So much speaking. So much noise.
— VIR T R e =S N T o AL ZiE1E ~ A2~ A2 RE
But, O, that we would meet with You, Lord. That we would see Your glory. That we would witness Your
power. fHEM - AEFRATSHRAHI ~ 1EFATE WARHVZRME ~ 1EFATAEFRAYAEE
And that, this morning, Christ would be lifted higher — ever higher. We ask it in His name, Amen.
IESREE - AEREgE2 - BORRGS - TR0k o ] -
Two weeks ago, we considered the life of John Rogers who was burned alive after helping translate the
Bible into English. PARER - FATE T ED R NAE > SUEAN R 2L BRI UE#0 5 S5 sEy 2 R0 -
In keeping with our theme of Christians from church history who loved God’s word, | want us to consider the
life of Martin Luther — because there is a portion of his life that is less well-known but especially suited to our
text today. Jy T OrFF ERI—2 > FMNSKREEHFEZ S L REE BB N AE—O TSR -
B BA N NI A - HAR RIS SRS RV -
In case any of us are unfamiliar with Martin Luther, he is best known for his initiating role in the Protestant
Reformation. 5 —3A |4 A ANHGES TR E - i AV S MAEN T ECE F i EI & A o
On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. The
95 theses were, in simple terms, Luther’s way of critiquing two main things from the Roman Catholic Church:
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1) the pope’s role in the remission of sins, and  ZSEERSETRHYEINAG® 5 &

2) the false assurance of salvation that came from purchasing indulgences. 35 52777 SRR AR CRIE -
Indulgences were a way for Christians to pay the church a sum of money in exchange for the forgiveness of
certain sins — both for themselves, and their dead relatives.
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Martin Luther’s goal was to reform the church from within. Z T B&{ERY H Fre M NS Z 2 -

However, his critique of the Catholic church eventually led to the birth of the Protestant Reformation, where
the church split off into all the denominations that we have today. ZA1f @ XK F 2SR A SR T 52
BUERHEAE - BSEBUET R TS RINEFMEK -

In response to the 95 theses, Pope Leo X issued a papal bull against Luther in 1520.
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This was a formal document classifying 40 of Luther's 95 theses as heretical statements and giving Luther
60 days to recant before facing excommunication. XZ—{7IE= 3 » ML TEE (JLHASKieg) Fiy
40 YN FImS 16 - HEETH T EETE 60 RIS RIERAH AR » SN =#Z = -

Here is a quotation from the papal bull, “Arise, O Lord, against the...wild boar who [is] destroying the [your]
vineyard.”  DUNEHFIEB AV —EES I3 “EW o FESRIE » AT R R A T A R 7

One thing about Martin Luther is that he was not a timid individual. He takes the papal bull, he gathers a
crowd together in Wittenberg, and he publicly burns it! LT R EEH h— Mg SR (R E/ NMAEZERY
A o MEBLFNES - EEEEAET A HURRE 7iE$ |

So, Luther is excommunicated — he’s put out of the church. Two months later, the Roman Emperor, Charels
V summons Luther to the Diet of Worms, a formal assembly, where he is told that he will have the
opportunity to defend his teachings. (At - & TsfE#EHH = - MPMHAE - PEwEEWERE L HEEHE D
TEEEZSIIARITN S » XE—HIERIVES - & TEEESMFAETIS R NS E VB OB SEREP -
When he arrives he is excited to publicly proclaim his convictions — until he realizes that — actually — he has
just walked into a heresy trial.  HEZAN S > EMEHATFEAREHCHE - BEIEIRE—FR L
NI RE 33 T — SN 5 I Y B A
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One of Luther’s greatest opponents, Johannes Eck, takes the stand and he asks Luther two questions: “Are
these your books?” and “Will you recant the things written in them?”
Ly TR aR R RSO B 2 — A RiR T R RE(RIE - fihin] 7B T RSAEPAN )R X B2 Ray-Hng 27 Ml “fRan
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Luther receives permission to take one night to think and pray. The next day he is asked again, “Will you
recant?” Iy T R (ESRAE A — % _EHVIN RIS5 BRI - 55K » Mt XA E © IR A EAR R 7
and Luther gives these famous words, “Unless | am convicted by Scripture and plain reason (I do not accept
the authority of popes and councils because they have contradicted each other), my conscience is captive to
the Word of God. | cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe.
Here | stand, | can do no other, so help me God. Amen.” LT BR{EEH TXZE © "RIEFR G R LM B
HFT i (BAREZECER AR - ROAMTIEETE) - OB O EMIVIERTEEE - ARt~
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And Luther leaves the trial, with a target on his head. He is outlawed, his books are banned, he is declared a
heretic, it becomes a crime to help him, and it is pronounced that anyone can kill him without legal
consequence. Ey [ REFEEHEEHIEE » Bl T RKZHY o A EVNRNEZLE - MY HRgEEL - M=
Uit 5 LM FEBAE T IRAT o T ELEAR AR ED A DL SEM A AR AR SR -
Immediately, Luther is kidnapped by his friends, and they bring him to a place called the Wartberg Castle
where he lives in hiding for just under a year.
WERN » S T BS{E gt A AR AR - ] — U LR ERRYS T - AR RS E TR e —4F -
It is here that Luther translates the Bible into German — which has never been done before.
TERAEXE » B TR IR E L BINER S XAELAFTEMARA LR -
And it is only after he has lived through these many years of being alone, and persecuted, and rejected by
the world, that Martin Luther is able to write his famous hymn, "
LT ERTEAE 20 T A0 ~ ABEAIH AR 2 f5 o A5 T ERBATFER

A mighty fortress is our God, ¥ 2EFREXE/ R

A bulwark never failing. TR S Tk EX g
Our helper, He, amid the flood, HSE B FE R
Of mortal ills prevailing. BB SRR EZR -

“Amid the flood,” the accusations of heresy, excommunication from the church, and fleeing for his life —
Martin Luther has nowhere else to turn — so he turns to the word of God.
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He finds peace as he reads and translates the Scriptures. With this in mind, let us turn to Psalm 119.

L AE IR AIEN 222 FHRE] T2 - IWEX S BATEIFIFRE 11975 -

And today, our focus will only be on one verse — verse 165, “Those who love Your law have great peace,
and nothing causes them to stumble.”

SR BATELRIES 165 717 “EFIREENARE L - (B RE A B E -

The first thing that we learn from verse 165 is this, FRATMEE 165 TiFEHE—EEE

The psalmist loves God’s word, and it leads him to have peace within his heart.

WAZFZ MG - S S [t S SN LY -

There is something peculiar about this verse which makes it stand out from the rest. It is the only verse in
this section, written from a third person perspective. The rest are written in the first person.

X CHHME 2, - (L EMEE e, - BRXE 0T - E—DIS = AMERATIFE] 5 BRIV
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“Princes persecute me,” “my heart stands in awe,” “I rejoice,” “I hate...falsehood,” “I love Your law.”
“EREE.AFERRT S AL ERET S BORE  EIRE.RE R TRERIRIEDE” -

If he had stayed in the first person, we may have thought that the passage only applied to himself.
WRM—BHEAFE AR BTSN XEE HEHTIFAEC -

But in order to take away any confusion, he switches to the third person — “Those who love Your law have
great peace, and nothing causes them to stumble” —
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B2 T OHBREATER - MBI = AR  “ERIREEANAKRAE L - A REEE A TR A"
it's as if he were saying, “| am not just speaking for myself! But anyone who loves God’s law can have great
peace just as | do!” BELAFEAEYL - "BA HENE O | {ENE B A ABREGI—FE - AR
Pz
Verse 165 allows us to be a part of the text, in a way that the other verses do not.
55 165 TIEBA TN —E 9y - BXIEHAM SR A A EIHY -
Rather than stating his own personal experience, as he has done up to this point, the switch to third person
gives us this universal principle which makes the text even more applicable to us today. WHARHEB
AIAMRERR L E CHYE S 4207+ B DI = AFR - 28 T3 T— PR E RN - MM EEX LSO S RETHEA R
Wi EEESCHNME -
It is also important to note that, although he refers to a group of people in the third person, the psalmist does
not exclude himself from this group. He speaks of “the ones loving [God’s] law.” AN EEEER
& BT AMHEZARRE—EEA - Bt AIEE CBBRESD « fhidayE “F EiEnE A" S
but twice elsewhere in this section he says, “I love Your law” which tells us that he is part of this group as
well (HAEASER Iy HAt 3t 7 > 15 AP “E R IRHVEDE" > XS Rt 2 X B ARy — A -
Next, it is extremely important to understand the kind of peace that is being referred to here.
HR > X BRSSP > BN Y -
Is this peace, as in the absence of war and conflict? Is this the kind of peace that Paul refers to in Romans
5:1 “having been justified by faith, we have peace with God?” XA R G5 T BV R 2R, ? XS 2A R
DD 4 5:1 dfrts ‘B TERERR X ... 15 LS 1 ?
What kind of peace is being referred to here? To answer this question, we observe several things from the
surrounding context: X EFEHYE EAEHY 2 7 E(aEX R - B TaI PAM BN SCRWEEE LA
1) First, it is an internal peace that is unaffected by external circumstances;

B XA ZIMEM RS I NP
2) Second, itis a peace in the midst of waiting;  HZ » X2 (EFAVFEZE S
3) Third, it is a peace that comes from the Word of God. 2= > XEREHIGIEAEZE -
Let us unpack these three statements. IEFATRAR X =] -
1) First, the psalmist must be referring to an internal peace that is unaffected by external circumstances.
B WAFTEN—E 2N ZIMEMF BRI N2 -
This becomes obvious when we consider two things: Y 1ZELL T L » X—ai5VE BT ESEHE ¢
a) First, external peace is excluded from possibility by verse 161, “princes persecute me.”

B 0 5 161 T “EREETBUAEFIR” R T AIME LA TR -
The context shows that the psalmist has peace within, though there is persecution all around him.
METCRTEAE - RVE R AR EH 7iEE » BN P -
b) The second reason this must be an internal peace is because, the Hebrew word for “peace” is $a-16m. In
some cases, $a-16m can refer to physical safety.
XWNE RN PN E A FEREGE » P IRESKRS0E $a-10m « FEREEEL T » 88-10m A[LE A5 %44 -
But it more often carries the sense of “completeness,” “soundness,” or “wellbeing” — and often, “spiritual
wellbeing” as opposed to “physical wellbeing.” HEZMEE ETE ‘28 ~ e & " —EE S
5 “SEVE ERYERRE" - A2 RS BRI -
So, by carefully examining both the Hebrew word for peace, and the psalmist’s current state of persecution,
we are left with no other options. External peace is excluded from possibility. A} 2. » B FAINTFER AR
S " —Td o UK AN B RIFTZVIEE - A AT BEE: - AMER P2 ATRERY -
Verse 165 has to be referring to internal peace that is unaffected by external circumstances — by the
currents of life. It must be a constant peace that does not change when life changes.

% 165 TIRAUESE A ZIMEREL (IR TRV ) I INIE % XAUREARI 2 A= NATERYZE
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It is the peace that Paul wrote about from prison in Philippians 4:7 that “surpasses all understanding.”
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It is the peace which Martin Luther found in God’s word while he hid from his persecutors in the Wartberg
Castle. XWE L T PR B S0 I A I - M IE R EHY P2 -
2) Second, the kind of peace that the psalmist is referring to, is a peace in the midst of waiting.
B W AFTHEN P F B -
Take a look at verse 166. Literally, the Hebrew says, “I hope for Your salvation, O LORD.” But it can also be
translated, “I wait for Your salvation” as it says in the NIV translation.
THESS 166 11 - MRy E B2 HORIEN » P IRagRUE” s B nf DAFHEE BB IRk
B SRR AR AR Y -
One commentator argues that this word “hope” or “wait” is best understood as “[confidently] looking forward”
to something that will surely happen,
—LFEREZNT - R B F " A ER HIME LR RN R A
as opposed to wishing for something that might happen or might not. This is an expression of confident
expectation, not doubtful uncertainty. MARHERLEF LA AR - BCERA THEE
OHTHARE - T Z BEMEE SR E HYERET -
Next, when we hear the word “salvation,” in verse 166, our minds immediately think of heaven and eternal
life. HIRATIESE 166 T E] “B&” —ians » T T ZIERI R ENIKE -
But in the context of our passage, “salvation” is directly connected to “princes persecute me” back in verse
161. {HZg Y B Nsce > “BUal” 558 161 10y “EAGE.... HEFR EREHESR -
In other words, “salvation” here should not be taken as entrance into heaven, but as deliverance from the
psalmist’s persecution. #ifji&ii » X ERY “FE "R ROZAERAREY I AKE 2R AMIEE FgRiHsR -
When we apply this to our understanding of “peace” in verse 165, we discover that the psalmist has “peace”
before he has deliverance — he has peace as he confidently looks forward to God’s deliverance. 4FA 1M H
X — AR 165 TRy P I - JAMEEH - I AEREERZ AT ELR P —HA 2R
(AT RN AN w/e = 3 ot g ) 2 e
It's what we see in Psalm 13, “How long, O LORD? Will You forget me forever? How long will You hide Your
face from me...But | have trusted in Your lovingkindness.” X & 115 ik 13 B EZIAY @ "HSAIAER » /R=id
WEFJUIE ? ZEK e ? fREE G A PHECEE S LNIE ? ... [HIEFEIRHVZERE 7
God has not yet acted. He has not yet intervened. He has not rescued the psalmist from his difficult
situation. But nevertheless, the psalmist is at peace. It is a peace in the midst of the waiting. isCAREN
KHEUTH) - AT A EAIERE AMBESE R REHR - REMLL - 7§ AFREEZE » XEEETHPEL -
3) Third, it is a peace that comes from the Word of God. “Those who love Your law have great peace.”
F= 0 KEREWIEEN L | “BERINEEN ARG L -
His peace is not conjured up from within himself. It does not come from sitting in a cross-legged fashion — or
balancing on one leg with your palms pressed together above your head. It does not come from a pattern of
breathing or an emptying of the mind. th# - A ZME ST AR § A ERE AR > S5E R
RPN E S HBHERT 5 IRA R E — MR =B 0 ST
It is a peace that comes from the word of God! From the Scriptures! From hearing God’s word — and trusting
in the promises He has spoken to us. X PR E AL | 5RE £45 | RERUTHIIE—EFEAN AT T
A -
So then, we bring together these three observations — that we have now collected from the surrounding
context. And we now see that, the peace that the psalmist is referring to is
XRE > FATPRAM E I > MR T =51 - IHE - BATEENF AFTHAPLE
1) First, an internal peace that is unaffected by external circumstances;
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2) Second, it is a peace in the midst of waiting; HK » BHEGPEYEE
3) And third, it is a peace that comes from the Word of God. 5= » B R EHEIBHTEZ -



But how do these observations apply in a real way to our lives? We might answer thus,
(B2 X ] BN A B R AR A PSR E 2 el Tr] DUXAR R
If the psalmist’s peace comes not from his life circumstances, but from God’s word, then we should find our
peace not in financial security, or physical health, or intellectual achievement — but in God’s word.
WIRTFANHP A TRRE THATARY ARSI - 2R B - A2 T NAZ AR G TP E P2 - T
EAELTTIRIE L~ A RAE S R EEE IR R EF P2 -
If it feels like there is no peace in your life right now, open the Scriptures. Remind yourself of who He is! Of
what He’s done! Of what He says He will do! MR G EH Y2 15T £4 - ItfiEE G
HiZE ~ L T2~ it t2 !
If He spoke a word and the earth was formed from nothing — is He not able — with a word — to give you
peace in your difficult situation? 4154t —15 1% - HFFMEIR - MEEATYTE A BE LS AE R TP AR P20, 2
If He rescued His people from the hand of Pharoah and led them for forty years in the wilderness — is He not
able to lead you through a dry season in your life? #15h MJEZ Fd&f T iy B i T/El B4 S
T MR R DR A an  HY R R 2
If Christ went to the cross and paid for all of our sins with His blood — how could we doubt whether God
cares about our troubles? WIREE P2 MR EMmEE 7TRATFTATIZE - IOTEREMSE ERFE
B 5LFA THYITIRIE 2
Great peace belongs to those who love God’s law — who remind themselves of who God is, of what He has
done, and what He has said He will do. R F L BTSSR AN A > 1= EE C B
e MR T2 DU 2,
It is a peace that cannot be shaken by external circumstances, that persists through times of waiting, and
that comes from the word of God.
PR TN MEM IR ERE - BAEFET RS - ERE G -
How kind has the Lord been to us that He would reward us for the privilege of listening to His voice?
FEXERA T2 - = PRES I Hi S B AR AU AT CITESIT A= S VR AR S i il ) !
In Sunday-school | remember being rewarded for reading my Bible with candy and chocolate. But now —
reading the Bible is its own reward, in itself!
HACHEEH N - SEELSERIERAIT R E R - BIAE @ ARG 2R |
And candy and chocolate pale in comparison to the reward of hearing the voice of my Father and
experiencing the peace that comes, just by being alone with Him! SR RACHNE S ~ 206 5 aAfr
HRHPZARED - SERAITS Se IR Kbk RASCN el T
Up until this point, our focus has been the kind of peace that the psalmist refers to.
FIHACN I - ATV S —EHEE T AFRI P -
However, there is still more to uncover from the same verse. We will now turn to the idea of loving God'’s
law. 21 FIE L SOAAEZHRHENR - AT EZE NN 2 Z I EDE -
And we observe a very simple but profound teaching: F/{ T ZLEFEE BB AL S
The psalmist loves the law of the Lord. WFAEF EHREL -
The idea of loving God’s law comes up three times in this section of Psalm 119:
X H R 119 7% - BRYEAL B 7 =2 ¢
1) Verse 163, “I hate and despise falsehood, but | love Your law.”

55163 71 IR - MR  MEEFIRIVEE o
2) Verse 165, “Those who love Your law have great peace.”

5% 165 71 “SRINEENAKRA FEL -7
3) And verse 167, “My soul keeps Your testimonies, and | love them exceedingly.”

55167 1 “BolESFIRIAR » XAEBRESE -7
We will spend the remaining time that is left in our series, talking about why we ought to love God’s word.
FATR AR ZFR N BT R RTHE N (2 BA TRIZ A (IS -
And we will do this by recapping all that we have learned from our series so far.

BAPREIERAZ 50 1F > BT Z S F 2RI FTA AR -



Over the last three weeks we have seen that, FErtEN=  FIIED -
e The psalmist trembles at God’s Word. Therefore, 19 AR IE T S » ATlL o
e We should also read God’s Word, not flippantly, or casually, but reverently and with trembling hearts.
We learned that, Fef THNZBEAHAYTE - A EFEEREEEERE - S IAEMIE - 155 By ik o Fef]
FE
e The psalmist reads God’s Word while he is being persecuted. And that,
W AR 210 FIHTIRE W SEHHETIE 5 F 2,
e We too should seek refuge in God’s Word in our seasons of suffering. We learned that, Ff [t N % EH
N e MEATI % - MY IS HR SRR © Bl 1523 -
e The psalmist rejoices in God’s Word as one who finds great plunder. Therefore,
WAER LHNEE - FERAGEF LA o BTLL
e We should plunder the Word of God and rejoice for the privilege of reading it. We learned that,  F{ ]
% BRET YIS - OB T SRR RIS =% o Bl 155
e The psalmist hates and despises falsehood but he loves God’s law. So,
WAMREIERE R - EfE ERryEns - XA
e We should hate the falsehood in ourselves and in others by clinging to the perfect truth of God’s word.
We learned that, Ff [HAGZIRRER - TieEHAEH SRR M ARIER » Bl TZRGEMHTIRATIEIE -
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e The psalmist praises God seven times a day for His word. So, 13 AR Jy #ifgiE— KRB 2% - Fibl
e We should respond to our reading of God’s word with worship, and we should make the business of
praise the perpetual theme of our lives. This morning, we learned that,
BA IR BRI EE BRI AN 5 PR INAEBEEAY A F IR AR E/ - SR EIR1T55]
e The psalmist loves the word of God which leads him to have peace within his heart. And that,
WAZEMIVIE - HEIES [ S EI N OEYEZ - H
e Our peace should not come from life’s circumstances, but from God’s word.
BATH A NZK B ARG » 2R E Wi -
This series has been such a privilege to share with you. Apart from the points that we covered, there were
many more that | decided not to mention for the sake of time! FI/EHEEFES AT TEX I EZRY] - [ TIeM
VRS2 AAEZFENNE  HRKNEIR Z » BREAR |
Initially, | planned to cover eight verses over these three Sundays and we only made it through five! But this
actually tells us something about the Bible: B BatWIE="1F H g ) rigt s HE T AT !
EXSLPr EEUR THAT » R EEMY B
God has given us this book that was written in such a way that no one could ever plumb to the bottom of its
depths;  EWIGHEINE FE4 - BB NEBIRFTECAVRAE A
that no one could ever search out the furthest reaches of its wisdom;
EAANEBFEIFENEE RS2
or empty the water from its well! H5 5 N BEMEIZE XN FREAY /K |
We look at the word of God and it's like looking at Mount Everest from the bottom!
BA TR - BUEMILRIE ZRE B |
This is not a textbook that can be memorized and then moved on from! It’s like a river which never runs dry!
XANT—ARBEH - [LSESEICEE R - ZNEEE] N —TT | EE A —Fok AT RAYAR |
It's not a list of rules that weigh down on our shoulders! It's our refuge where we find our deepest peace!
EAREEETASE E—ZFEHN] | 2B ERT - A0 B IR TREFRE N LR 4 |
It's not an old, outdated history book full of mistakes! It is the perfect word of God that has an infinite number
of real and living truths that guide our lives everyday!
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| remember when my grandpa passed away, and | had been going to church but | didn’t read the Bible.
HILRFFH AN - W—EHALRE  HZAIEEZ -

For the first time | began to read it everyday. | fell in love with the Scriptures. There were times in high
school when | would take my Bible with me to class. MR E—RFHEERFEEREE > Rgg L TX%2 - 5
it > HJLRE T E LR LR -

| remember taking it to the movie theatre and reading it in the dark while the movie was playing.

Hicts » WirEZL R - ERED — BT — ik -

| would take it to the grocery store for no reason at alll F2 T4 I B X5 524 15)E |

There was one time when | was getting ready for bed, and | set my alarm clock for 1 a.m. — just so that |
could imitate the psalmist who says, “I rise at midnight to praise You because of Your righteous [word].”
H—R o P ERIEER > FHERMIEEZE L 5 JEN TEDTIFAURY © “BERIRA XY 18] > "
KPR -

One day, we will trade this present world for a better one. We will stand in glory — face to face with Christ —
and we will walk with Him and talk with Him — and hear his voice.

AR AR DABIAERY T S S S5t 57 o ZRATRrnb ez ek - SEEmEYE - SMETT - Sihsg
7 BRI AV -

But for now, we are here. The day is coming but the night has not yet passed.

BIIAE - BATAEXE - HEHNFEER - HRERREEL -

And God leaves us His word. He says, “Soon you shall see My face. But for now, just listen to My voice.”
The final point that | will leave us with is this,

BRI NI o At IR HRPESEL S WEFAYIE - (EIFE - SRR RIEE" o R RENAE ¢
The psalmist loves the word of God. And if this is so, then let us love and cherish God’s Word all the days of
our life — until that day when this signpost [the Bible], is replaced by that to which it points — when we see
Him face to face.

WA I - AEREXAEAVIE - AL 20 EBA TR ARG MY - BEF—X - XEgir (££) #Ehr
TR R HARATEU S 3 | St X Ay i -

Let us pray. HA1H# -

Father, how can this be true? How can this be real? That we have in our hands, Your very words? PN
K XELA AN 7 X E LS AEENE ? AT FHEEN - E2IRAYIEE ?

We’ve heard what we ought to do — but when we step out of this sanctuary, we know that we do not have
the strength to do it.

BATEN T HATROLEAYVEE » AH LR TE X R > A IFIERATEHE &' LM -

So, we ask for Your help. Help us to imitate the psalmist. Help us, Father, to love Your word.

PRI BA TEKARAYAS B - FEBIEA T 1 A RAC » FEBIEA T VRAYIE -

In Jesus’ name, Amen. ZZE&RAY4Z > fu[[ ] o



