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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 
How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  

You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 

 
We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 
How to financially support us 

Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 
A note on Communion Wafers 

To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerant to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of 

gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request. 

  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship 

 

An Introduction to the day 
Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the 

beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we are a part in today’s 

assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear. 

 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. 

 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P Most merciful God, A: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors 

and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, 
kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, 
forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path 
of life. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun”                      (ELW 557) 

 

 

 

 
 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  

 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your 

church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive 

you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 
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Word 
First Reading: Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
Because Luke often presents Jesus as carrying on the ministry of the Old Testament prophets, 

our first readings during these weeks are from several of those figures. Today we begin 

reading through the first part of Isaiah. This book was written when Jerusalem and the 

surrounding area was under threat from the northern kingdom of Israel and its other 

neighbors, casting doubt on God’s promise to preserve David’s dynasty. These verses provide a 

summary of Isaiah’s message of judgment and comfort. New moons and sabbaths were 

regular occasions of worship. 
 
1 The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the 

days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 
 

 10 Hear the word of the Lord, 

  you rulers of Sodom! 

 Listen to the teaching of our God, 

  you people of Gomorrah! 

 11 What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? 

  says the Lord; 

 I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams 

  and the fat of fed beasts; 

 I do not delight in the blood of bulls 

  or of lambs or of goats. 
 

 12 When you come to appear before me, 

  who asked this from your hand? 

  Trample my courts no more! 

 13 Bringing offerings is futile; 

  incense is an abomination to me. 

 New moon and Sabbath and calling of convocation— 

  I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. 

 14 Your new moons and your appointed festivals 

  my soul hates; 

 they have become a burden to me; 

  I am weary of bearing them. 

 15 When you stretch out your hands, 
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  I will hide my eyes from you; 

 even though you make many prayers, 

  I will not listen; 

  your hands are full of blood. 

 16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 

  remove your evil deeds 

  from before my eyes; 

 cease to do evil; 

  17 learn to do good; 

 seek justice; 

  rescue the oppressed; 

 defend the orphan; 

  plead for the widow. 
 

 18 Come now, let us argue it out, 

  says the Lord: 

 If your sins are like scarlet, 

  will they become like snow? 

 If they are red like crimson, 

  will they become like wool? 

 19 If you are willing and obedient, 

  you shall eat the good of the land, 

 20 but if you refuse and rebel, 

  you shall be devoured by the sword, 

  for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.       

                                  L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23                                          (sung to the tune New Britain) 

This psalm continues the law court imagery with which the first reading ends and also 

promises the safety of Jerusalem and the certainty of God’s promises. 
 

 



7 

 

 
 

5. “Hear, O My people, I will speak, against you testify; 
I am your God; I don’t rebuke your constant sacrifice. 

6. “Consider this, who forget God, or I will bring you down; 
To pieces you’ll be torn with none to rescue you around. 

7. “The one who sacrifices true, with thanks does honor Me; 
And he prepares the way so God’s salvation he may see.” 

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
This Sunday we begin reading the book of Hebrews, written to a community beginning to tire 

of God’s delay in fulfilling the promises of Christ’s return and their vindication. It is particularly 

well placed today, since like the Gospel reading it affirms the need to be tenacious in trusting 

God’s promises. 
 

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that 

the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from 

things that are not visible. 

  8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 

receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he 

stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, 

as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he looked 

forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 By faith, 

with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of procreation, even though he was too old, 

because he considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, 
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and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven 

and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

  13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance 

they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on 

the earth, 14 for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a 

homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would 

have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better homeland, that is, a 

heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 

prepared a city for them.  
      L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  

 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 
*Gospel Reading: Luke 12:32-40 
Through these weeks, we have been reading about Jesus’ journey toward Jerusalem, where he 

will be crucified. Here, he is speaking not to the crowds, but to the disciples. Immediately 

before these verses, Jesus has instructed them not to worry about the necessities of life, in 

words familiar to us from Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount (“Consider the lilies, they neither 

toil nor spin.”)  

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twelfth chapter.   
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 

you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that 

do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no 
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moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

  35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are waiting for 

their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for 

him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds 

alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to 

eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the night or 

near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

  39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 

coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for 

the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
A: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  
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*Hymn Of the Day “What Is the World Like”         (ACS 1047) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray 

for the needs of the world. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: Keep the heart of your church set firmly in you so that, with lamps lit and attentive to 

Christ’s call at any time or place, your people are ready to respond with faithful action for 

the sake of the world. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Worlds were prepared by your word. Speak healing and protection upon the earth, 

especially where life and habitats are threatened (places may be named). Guide the work 

of astronomers and all who teach us about the stars and galaxies. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: You know the actions and deeds of the nations. Turn humanity away from instruments 

of war and violence. Fashion the hearts of world leaders to work for peace. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Let your loving kindness be on those in need (especially). Assure all who are afraid or 

experiencing great uncertainty that your promises are sure. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 



12 

 

L: Calm the fears of migrants and refugees who set out, not knowing where they go. 

Provide shelter, sustenance, protection from harm, and welcome. Bless the work of 

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service and other means of support and advocacy. 

God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: We celebrate the ancestors in the faith who built their lives on your promises and died 

having seen them only from a distance especially Bev Burruano, Royal Kline Sr, Leo Ray 

McGinnis Sr., Fred Ferguson, and Lawrence - deacon and martyr.  Sustain us in our hope 

of things not seen. God of grace, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of 

Jesus Christ. 
A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

 
 

Meal 
Offering 
 
 
 
 

Musical Offering 
*Offertory: “For the Fruit of All Creation vs.2”                        (ELW 679) 
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*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the 

harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our 

labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. A: Amen. 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

* DIALOGUE 

 

 

 

 
 
*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 

to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Sanctus  

 

 

 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Holy, Mighty, and Merciful God, 

in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals, 

the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise. 

When Sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills 

and to form us again into one. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

We proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, 

his body given up, and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  A: Amen. 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 

 

 
 
 



16 

 

*Lamb of God  

 

 

 
 

Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.  

 

Communion Hymn: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”              (ELW 502) 
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*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body, 

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen. 

 

*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 

 

 

 

 
*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of 

your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim 

your love in Jesus’ name. A: Amen. 
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Sending 
 

*Sending of communion 
P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.    A: Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  

 

*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 

 

*Sending hymn: O God, Our Help in Ages Past”                                    (ELW 632) 
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*Dismissal  
L: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader...….……………………………………….Pastor Elisa Osman 

Assisting Minister…………………………………….…….Lauren Tingle  

Pianist…...…………………………………………….............Michelle McMullen 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Karen Magnuson 

Reader……………………………………………………………Morgen Hummel 
About St. Paul 

Purpose 
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 

 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for 

worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
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