 “Is Jesus really the only Way to Heaven?”

 (Matthew 7:13-14)
· Last week we said the Church has a reputation problem.  
· Not a Jesus problem — it has a representative problem.

· People aren’t walking away from Christ.

· They’re walking away from the version of Him we sometimes present — the angry, judgmental, graceless religion.
· How do you know the difference - real faith and religious vibes?

In the SOTM Jesus has been making it clear that the religion practiced by his listeners for centuries was insufficient… Matthew 7:13-14 
You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.

The Wide Way Is Easy — but Empty 

· AC/DC got it half right: there IS a highway to hell. It’s real. It’s packed. And it's paved with self-confidence and spiritual apathy.

Prov 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.

The WIDE Road is EASY. Easy Doesn’t Equal Eternal
“The gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult…”
The Narrow Way Takes Courage — and Commitment 
Matt 8:18–22 — 19 Then one of the teachers of religious law said to him, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” 20 But Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens to live in, and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place even to lay his head.”  
“You can enter God's Kingdom only through the narrow gate…”

The Narrow Way — Open to All 
At Catalyst, we’re surrounded by people from 50+ nations—different languages, customs, dress, & food! Beautiful. And it tells a story.

God has always been about gathering the nations—From the very beginning, the promise to Abraham was that “through you, all nations of the earth will be blessed.” 

John 14:6: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

· That sounds exclusive—because it is. There is one way.
· But it’s also radically inclusive—anyone can come.
Rev 7:9 gives us the endgame: “A vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and tribe and people and language, standing in front of the throne…”
Which Way will you choose?
· Am I choosing what’s easy — or what’s eternal?

· Am I following the crowd — or following Christ?

· Has my faith cost me anything — or am I just comfortable?
One of the most beautiful things about Catalyst… 
We are many people — different stories, cultures, and journeys.

Many people. One voice. In Jesus’ name.

