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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side.

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape
Sunday School classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.
Ushers are also available to assist you.
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If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code. Here’s how it works:
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and
share whatever information you desire. Thank you! Hope to see you again soon!

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “Be Still, My Soul” Donald Busarow
(We Stand)

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen




GATHERING HYMN “O God, Our Help in Ages Past* ELW 632
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I O God, our help in a - ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow  of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,

4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve - ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter-nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense 1is sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end-less years the same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris-ing  sun.
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5 'Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,
bears all our years away; our hope for years to come,
we fly forgotten, as a dream still be our guard while troubles last
dies at the op’ning day. and our eternal home!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you always.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, hcav - en-1ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
0 — P—
) » T
Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho -ly One, yvou a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A -  men.

THE SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(We Sit)
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INSTALLATION OF PRESCHOOL AND SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-6

'After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, |
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you
give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” *And Abram
said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” “But
the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own
issue shall be your heir.” °He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” °And
he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 33:12-22
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on us, as we place our hope in you.

?Happy is the nation whose God | is the LORD!
Happy the people chosen to | be God’s heritage!
*The LoRbD looks | down from heaven,
and sees all | humankind.
“God sits firmly en- | throned and watches
all who dwell | on the earth.
®*God fashions | all their hearts
and observes | all their deeds. R
'®A king is not saved by the size | of the army,
nor are warriors rescued by | their great strength.
""The horse gives vain | hope for victory;
despite its great strength it | cannot save.
"®Truly, your eye is upon those who fear | you, O LORD,
upon those who wait for your | steadfast love,
“to deliver their | lives from death,
and to keep them alive in | time of famine. R
20ur innermost being waits for | you, O LORD,
our helper | and our shield.
ZSurely, our heart rejoic- | es in you,
for in your holy name we | put our trust.
?2|_et your lovingkindness, O LORD, | be upon us,
even as we place our | hope in you. R



SECOND READING Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

'Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. ?Indeed, by
faith our ancestors received approval. *By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by
the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. ®By faith
Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. °By faith he stayed for a time in
the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who
were heirs with him of the same promise. "°For he looked forward to the city that has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. "By faith he received power of procreation,
even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him
faithful who had promised. "?Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand
by the seashore.” *All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners
on the earth, *for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.
I they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity
to return. '°But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(We Stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:32-40

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ***Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. *3Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear
out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. *For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. %“Be dressed for action and have your
lamps lit; **be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so
that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. *’Blessed are those
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slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly | tell you, he will fasten his belt and
have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. **If he comes during the middle of
the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. **But know this: if the
owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his
house be broken into. “°You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(We Sit)

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Jason
SERMON Pastor Jason
(We Stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY "Have No Fear, Little Flock” ELW 764
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1 Have no fear, lit-tle flock; have no fear, lit - tle
2 Have good -cheer, lit-tle flock; have good cheer, It - tle
3 Praise the Lord  high a - bove; praise the  Lord high a -
4 Thank-ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts  raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to  heal you, up -
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
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give you the king -dom; have no fear, lit - tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, Iit - tle  flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord  high a - bove!

all things  works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!



THE APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spir-
it, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
(We Sit)

OFFERING

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through
the Givelify app. If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.

VOLUNTARY “Great is Thy Faithfulness” Donald Busarow
(We Stand)
OFFERTORY ELW 854
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord owur God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THE PREFACE
THE SANCTUS
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

(We Sit)
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THE AGNUS DEI
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to
remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Music “Andante Religioso” B. Ed. Muller

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the WOV (Blue) Hymnal in your pew rack.

Communion Hymn “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” WOV 783
(We Stand)

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you this
day and forevermore.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” ELW 802
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I Let us ev -er walk with Je -sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly die with Je - sus. Sinceby death he con-quered death,
4 Let us al - so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
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through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he is there is no loss.

he will free wus from de-struc-tion, give to us im-mor-tal breath.
that to life we may a- wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,
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Though to-day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
Let wus mor-ti - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we are your own liv-ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let us do our Sav-ior’s bid-ding.
all dis - com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.
in your pres-ence con - stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.
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Faith-ful Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Musique Royale” Michael R. Delalande
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in memory of Homer Corley’s birthday on
August 14th by Agnes Corley, their children, and grandchildren.

SERVING TODAY:
Ushers: (8:30) Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler, Jim Nantz,
and Daryl Hooker;
(11:00) Otis Rawl, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, Myra Strock, Manning Burgess,
Roy Windham, and George Mathias
Cantor/Soloist: Shawn Lackey
Organist: Frances Webb
French Horn Player: Eric Gilfus
Greeters: (8:30) Jodi McFarland; (11:00) Marilyn Fattman
Readers: (8:30) Lacy Geary; (11:00) Johnnie Peechatka
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Sandy Shealy; (11:00) Bill Cegelis
Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30) [A] Katy Hooker [C] Cameron Moore;
(11:00) [A] Audrey Lewis C] Madelyn Burgess

The Church Staff Website: www.sslc.org

The Rev. Jason T. Antley The Rev. Ralph G. Hill

Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life ~ Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator

Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist  Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus

Summer Sunday School Information:
Locations for Adult Classes

Agape Adult Class
Room #102 (Closest to Narthex)
Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR
Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room)
If you are interested in beginning a new
Sunday School class please contact
Mrs. Shannon.

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslic.org) so she
can add you to the distribution list.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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