
Lesson 30: Chapter 20 
Revelation 20 is one of the most hotly debated passages in all of Scripture, 

especially in eschatology. The “1,000 years” has sparked countless views, often 
leading to theological systems that contradict the rest of the Bible. 

We should be humble in approaching this passage. Yet humility does not 
mean hesitation; charity does not mean compromise. Scripture is clear, consistent, 
and sufficient. When interpreted in light of the rest of Scripture, Revelation 20 
does not teach a future earthly kingdom (Premillennialism), but the present 
reign of Christ with His saints from heaven during the entire age between His 1st 
and 2nd advents (Amillennialism; Postmillennialism agrees on this point). 

Revelation 19 brought us to the end: the Rider on the white horse conquers, 
the beast and false prophet are judged, and evil is cast down. Revelation 20 pulls back the camera. We 
are not moving forward in time; we are seeing the age we’re living in now from heaven’s perspective. 
Satan’s binding, the millennium, the saints’ reign, the final rebellion, and the last judgment are shown 
in a sweeping symbolic vision. This is a panorama, not a timeline. 

And as we study this chapter, we must remember how to read Scripture. The analogia scriptura (the 
analogy of Scripture) forces us to ask not only what this passage could mean, but what it cannot mean. 
Scripture interprets Scripture. When we listen to the rest of Scripture, we find ourselves on firm 
ground. Not because Amillennialism is clever, but because it is consistent. Not trendy, but true. 

[1] Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, 
holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and 
a great chain. [2] And he seized the dragon, that 
ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years, [3] and threw him 
into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so 
that he might not deceive the nations any longer, 
until the thousand years were ended. After that he 
must be released for a little while. 

[4] Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were 
those to whom the authority to judge was 
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had 
been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the 
word of God, and those who had not worshiped the 
beast or its image and had not received its mark on 
their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. [5] The 
rest of the dead did not come to life until the 
thousand years were ended. This is the first 
resurrection. [6] Blessed and holy is the one who 
shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second 
death has no power, but they will be priests of God 
and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a 
thousand years. 

[7] And when the thousand years are ended, Satan 
will be released from his prison [8] and will come out 
to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of 
the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; 
their number is like the sand of the sea. [9] And they 
marched up over the broad plain of the earth and 
surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved 
city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed 
them, [10] and the devil who had deceived them was 
thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the 
beast and the false prophet were, and they will be 
tormented day and night forever and ever. 

[11] Then I saw a great white throne and him who 
was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky 
fled away, and no place was found for them. [12] 
And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before 
the throne, and books were opened. Then another 
book was opened, which is the book of life. And the 
dead were judged by what was written in the books, 
according to what they had done. [13] And the sea 
gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades 
gave up the dead who were in them, and they were 
judged, each one of them, according to what they 
had done. [14] Then Death and Hades were thrown 
into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake 
of fire. [15] And if anyone’s name was not found 
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the 
lake of fire.  

(Revelation 20, ESV) 



The Binding of Satan (vv. 1-3) 
Most modern Postmillennialists would affirm the interpretation I’m presenting here. Their 

reading of Revelation 20 is nearly identical to the optimistic Amillennial view:  
• The 1,000 years is symbolic 
• The millennium represents the current Church Age 
• Satan has already been bound in a meaningful way during the ministry of Christ 
Therefore, any critique in this section is not directed at Postmillennialism, though I would part 

ways with that view in other areas, particularly its expectations of cultural transformation before 
Christ’s return and its misunderstanding of the nature of This Age. So, their views are not the same, 
but they are the same or very similar on this point. 

Instead, my critique in this chapter is a critique of futurist interpretations, whether Dispensational 
or Historic Premillennial. While they differ in many areas, both systems share a common 
interpretative structure in this chapter: they insist that the millennium is a future, literal, earthly reign 
of Christ that follows His 2nd coming. They also claim that the binding of Satan described in 
Revelation 20 has not yet occurred. But these claims do not hold up when tested against the NT. 

The Text Itself 
Revelation 20 opens with a striking vision: an angel descends from heaven holding the key to the 

abyss and a great chain. He seizes the dragon, that is, the ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, 
and binds him for 1,000 years. He is thrown into the abyss, which is then shut and sealed “so that he 
might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended.” 

Futurist interpreters take this as a prediction of what will happen after Christ’s return in 
Revelation 19. But that reading assumes something the text never claims: that Revelation 20 follows 
Revelation 19 chronologically. As we’ve already seen throughout the book, Revelation often 
recapitulates, shifting the camera angle to revisit the same age or event from a different perspective. 
Revelation 20 does exactly that. 

More importantly, the futurist view misunderstands what the text says about Satan’s binding. It 
doesn’t say he’s rendered completely inactive or powerless. It says he’s bound “so that he might not 
deceive the nations any longer” (emphasis mine); a specific limitation, not a total removal. 

When Was Satan Bound? 
The New Testament gives us a surprisingly clear answer. Satan was bound at Christ’s first coming. 
• Matthew 12:29 – Jesus says, “How can someone enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, 

unless he first binds the strong man?” Jesus has bound Satan and is now plundering his “house”. 
• Luke 10:18 – Jesus says, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” 
• John 12:31 – “Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.” 
• Colossians 2:15 – Christ “disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame.” 
• Romans 16:20 – “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” 
These are not vague metaphors. They are concrete theological declarations. Satan has already 

been cast down, bound, and disarmed. The victory has been won. But just like in World War II, there 
is a delay between D-Day (when the war was won) and V-Day (when the war ended.) So, Satan was 
bound by the ministry of Christ in His 1st advent, and importantly, he has not been unbound.  

What It Can’t Mean 
The idea that Satan will one day be entirely removed from the world for 1,000 years, no longer 

present, no longer active, no longer dangerous, is directly contradicted by numerous NT texts: 
• 1 Peter 5:8 – “Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” 
• 1 John 5:19 – “The whole world lies in the power of the evil one.” 
• Ephesians 6:11–12 – The believer must “stand against the schemes of the devil”, who still operates 

in “the cosmic powers over this present darkness.” 



These statements were written during the Church Age, to believers. Therefore, since Satan is 
clearly currently bound, his binding must mean something other than a complete cessation of activity 
by him. How do we reconcile the binding of Satan with Peter’s description of the devil as a prowling 
lion? Or John’s observation that the world lies under his power? 

We’ve already seen the answer in Revelation 12. After Christ’s ascension, Satan was cast down 
from heaven. He can no longer accuse the brethren before God (Revelation 12:10). He is enraged, but 
his power is limited. He makes war; not on Christ, and not on the Church as a whole, but on “those 
who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus” (Revelation 12:17). His wrath is real, 
but his reach is restricted. The Church (as a corporate body) is protected in the wilderness, but Satan is 
free to attack believers (as individuals). 

What It Must Mean 
The key to understanding Satan’s binding is found in the purpose clause: “so that he might not 

deceive the nations any longer.” This is a strategic restriction, not a total immobilization. And the New 
Testament tells us exactly when that restriction began: during the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ. 

Let’s revisit those passages from above: 
• Matthew 12:29 – Jesus says, “How can someone enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, 

unless he first binds the strong man?” Christ is plundering Satan’s house, and He can do so 
because Satan has already been bound. 

• Luke 10:18 – “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” Not a prediction, but a declaration: 
Satan’s fall began with the coming of the Kingdom. This matches Revelation 12 precisely. 

• John 12:31 – “Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.” Yet Paul 
also calls Satan “the god of this age” (2 Corinthians 4:4), so his being “cast out” is only in a limited 
sense… for now. 

• Colossians 2:15 – Christ “disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame.” The 
Greek here is literally “disrobed”, which is a fitting middle ground, showing the defeat of these 
powers, but not their total destruction… for now. 

• Romans 16:20 – “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” Not after a future 
millennium, but in the advance of the Church now. 

Satan has not been annihilated. He is still dangerous. But he is bound in a specific way: he no 
longer holds the nations in darkness. The Gospel is going forth to all peoples. The deception that 
once confined the knowledge of God to one nation has been shattered. 

Harmony, Not Contradiction 
So how do we reconcile the binding of Satan with Peter’s description of the devil as a prowling 

lion? Or John’s observation that the world lies under his power? We must recognize that the text itself 
limits the binding to a specific purpose (which we will discuss in detail in v. 7f) and not read into the 
binding more than Jesus intended for John to communicate. 

That’s why Peter warns us to be watchful. That’s why Paul tells us to stand firm. And that’s why 
John can say that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one (1 John 5:19), that Jesus has already 
overcome the world (John 16:33), and that believers have as well (1 John 2:13, 14; 4:4, 5:4, 5). 

Why This Matters 
If Satan is not bound now, when was he unbound? And if Christ bound him at His 1st coming, yet 

he is unbound now, then what exactly did Jesus accomplish when He said, “It is finished”? And what do 
other New Testament writers mean when they describe the victory of Jesus? 

This is where futurist Premillennialism falters. It divides what Scripture unites. It postpones what 
Scripture presents as present. It cannot explain the clear testimony of Jesus, Paul, and John about 
Satan’s defeat and the Church’s mission. 

Amillennialism can. It holds the tension honestly: Satan is a defeated enemy who still fights. His 
ability to deceive the nations is restrained. His accusations are silenced. His rebellion will one day end. 
But he is bound now, not in a prison of inactivity, but in chains of divine limitation. 



The Millennium (vv. 4–6) 
What John Actually Sees 
Revelation 20:4–6 gives us the only explicit description of the “millennium” in the entire Bible. 

What John sees here may surprise many readers, especially those conditioned by charts, timelines, 
and eschatological systems that rely on overly literal readings of prophetic visions. He does not see 
restored national Israel, global peace, or Christ ruling from a throne on earth. Instead, he sees souls, 
not bodies; thrones, not borders. He sees the faithful departed, not geopolitical institutions. 

These souls belong to those who were faithful unto death. Some were martyred for the testimony 
of Jesus. Others remained steadfast in their allegiance to Christ and refused to worship the beast or 
receive his mark. All of them, faithful in this life whether martyred or preserved, are described as 
having “come to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years”. This is the millennium. 

This is not a vision of the earth. It is a vision of heaven. The language and setting match 
Revelation 6:9–11, where John sees the souls of the martyrs under the heavenly altar, crying out for 
justice. In both cases, John clearly says he sees souls, not bodies. To insist that a bodily resurrection is 
in view here is not only unwarranted but directly contradicts the language of the text. These are not 
bodies rising from graves; they are souls already present in glory, reigning with Christ in heaven. 

It is also important to observe the use of “thrones” in Revelation. Every time John mentions thrones 
up to this point, they appear in heaven. Revelation 4 opens with a throne in heaven, surrounded by 
angelic beings and the worship of the redeemed. The imagery of thrones throughout the book 
consistently represents heavenly rule and spiritual authority, not earthly governance. There is no 
textual indication that the setting has changed here in Revelation 20. We are still in heaven, still in the 
presence of God and the Lamb, witnessing the vindication and exaltation of the saints who have died 
in the Lord. 

Premillennial interpreters often import an earthly kingdom into this passage. But that framework 
must be brought from outside the text. Nothing in these verses demands or even suggests an earthly 
scene. This vision describes the heavenly reign of the faithful dead, souls gathered around the throne, 
sharing in the victory of Christ. 

What the “First Resurrection” Means 
John refers to this heavenly reign as the “first resurrection”. This phrase has sparked much debate, 

largely because many readers approach the text with preconceived systems rather than letting the 
imagery of Revelation be shaped by the rest of Scripture. Premillennial interpreters insist that this 
must be a bodily resurrection at the beginning of a literal 1,000-year reign on earth. But the text does 
not support such a reading. Again, these are souls, not bodies. They are already present with Christ, not 
newly raised to reign on earth. The first resurrection is not physical. It is spiritual. 

The best way to understand the “first resurrection” is to view it as a theological reality with two 
aspects, both of which are spiritual and entirely consistent with the witness of the New Testament. 
First, it refers to the believer’s spiritual resurrection that occurs at the moment of regeneration. As 
Paul writes in Ephesians 2:5–6, even when we were dead in our trespasses, God “made us alive together 
with Christ” and “raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus”. This is 
not metaphorical language. It is a present spiritual reality. Those who have been born again are 
already spiritually raised and are already united to the risen Christ. 

But the experience of this resurrection continues and is more fully realized at death. When a 
believer dies, his soul enters the presence of Christ and is immediately perfected in holiness. This is 
what we call the intermediate state. Jesus assured the thief on the cross, “Today you will be with me in 
paradise” (Luke 23:43). Paul said he desired to depart and be with Christ, which is far better 
(Philippians 1:23). In another place, he writes that to be absent from the body is to be present with the 
Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8). Hebrews 12 speaks of “the spirits of the righteous made perfect” gathered in the 
heavenly Zion. These are the saints who now reign with Christ. They are not awaiting vindication; 
they are already enthroned with Him. 



Thus, the first resurrection is not either regeneration or the intermediate state. It is both. It is the 
believer’s present spiritual union with Christ begun in time and carried into glory. Those who share in 
this resurrection are declared “blessed and holy”. The “second death” has no power over them. They are 
already priests of God and of Christ. They already reign with Him, even now, during the entire 
symbolic period of the millennium, which is the present age between Christ’s 1st and 2nd advents. 

What This Reign Actually Is 
This reign is spiritual, not political. It is heavenly, not earthly. It is realized, not postponed. This is 

the present reign of the Church triumphant, the saints who have died in Christ and are now alive in His 
presence. It is also, in a profound sense, the reign of the Church militant, for even now, those who 
belong to Christ have been raised with Him and seated with Him in the heavenly places. 

This vision aligns perfectly with the wider New Testament witness. Paul tells Timothy, “If we 
endure, we will also reign with him” (2 Timothy 2:12). Jesus promises the one who conquers that he will 
sit with Him on His throne (Revelation 3:21). Revelation 5:10 declares that the saints “shall reign on the 
earth”. That final promise is not about the present intermediate state. It points forward to the age to 
come, when Christ returns, the dead are raised, and the saints receive glorified bodies fit for the new 
creation. The Church will reign in the age to come, in the new heavens and the new earth. But even 
now, those who have died in Christ reign with Him in heaven. 

The “reign texts” in the New Testament, taken together, describe a twofold reality. First, the 
present spiritual reign of the Church in union with Christ, both in the believer’s regeneration and in 
the intermediate state. Second, the future embodied reign of the glorified Church in the new creation. 
Neither of these realities requires a future, earthly, 1,000-year kingdom inserted between Christ’s 
return and the final judgment. 

What This Reign Is Not 
This passage does not describe a literal geopolitical kingdom. It says nothing about a restored 

nation of Israel. There is no mention of Jerusalem, no temple, no sacrifices, and no earthly priesthood. 
There is no military conflict or cultural dominance. Those elements, so central to Dispensational 
Premillennialism, must be read into the text. They are not found in the text itself. 

Historic Premillennialism also falters here. Although it avoids some of the excesses of 
Dispensationalism, it still insists on a future, bodily resurrection of the saints at the beginning of a 
1,000-year earthly reign. But Revelation 20 never says that the saints are raised bodily. It says they are 
souls. It never places them on the earth. It places them before thrones. If Revelation 20 is meant to 
describe a literal kingdom of Christ on earth, it is strangely silent about all the details that would 
make that clear, instead echoing previous passages in this book describing the heavenly throne room. 

The entire Premillennial system requires this passage to do something it never attempts to do. It 
relies not on what the text says, but on what it omits and what must be supplied from silence and 
assumption, rather than exegesis. 

Why This Matters 
The doctrine of the millennium is not academic. It is a pastoral truth given to encourage the 

Church in her suffering. John is not sketching out a secret timeline for end-times enthusiasts to 
decode. He is unveiling a spiritual reality that offers real comfort to persecuted and weary believers. 

Those who die in Christ are not asleep in some kind of soul-sleep, nor are they waiting in gloom 
or uncertainty. They are alive, perfected, reigning, and glorifying God. They are victorious. They are 
secure. They have overcome by the blood of the Lamb. And we who remain on earth, though still in 
conflict, are united to them and to Christ. We already share in that victory. We are already raised. We 
are already seated with Him. The millennium is not about a future earthly empire. It is about present 
union with the risen and reigning Christ. This Age, with all its hardship, tribulation, and martyrdom, 
is also the age of the Church’s spiritual reign. And when Christ returns, the saints will receive glorified 
bodies, the new creation will be revealed, and the reign of Christ will continue, visibly and eternally, 
and, yes, THEN both bodily and earthly.


