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8th Sunday after Pentecost.  Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are 

occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard 

against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him 

and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the 

sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word. 
 

*=ALL STAND for this part of worship 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE                 Blessed Jesu          J.S. Bach 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful God, 

you free us to love others, 

but we neglect our neighbors 

and follow our own way. 

You lead us by the Spirit 

of joy and peace, 

but we turn away 

from the abundant life you offer. 

You surround us with patience, 

kindness, 

and generosity, 

but we grow weary 

in doing what is right. 

You call us 

to practice justice 
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and mercy, 

but we remain entangled 

in systems of oppression 

that we do not always see. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Heal us, free us from sin, 

and show us the path of life. 

Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ, 

and through faith, you are united in God’s mercy. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Clothed in Christ, 

renewed by grace, 

you are made whole 

for the life of the world. 

Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN                  Bring Forth the Kingdom                 Marty Haugen 
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*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*KYRIE (Continued on next page)     
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*HYMN OF PRAISE (Continued on next pages)      
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray together. 

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. 

Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and 

to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

 2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 

  vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
 

  12 I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I applied my mind to 

seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy 

business that God has given to humans to be busy with. 14 I saw all the deeds that 

are done under the sun, and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 
 

 2:18 I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must 

leave it to my successor, 19 and who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet 

he will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. 
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This also is vanity. 20 So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all 

the toil of my labors under the sun, 21 because sometimes one who has toiled with 

wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did 

not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22 What do mortals get from all 

the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 23 For all their days are full 

of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This 

also is vanity. 

The word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 49:1-12  (Read Responsively) 

 1 Hear this, all you peoples; 

  give ear, all you who dwell in the world, 

 2 you of high degree and low, 

  rich and poor together. 

 3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom, 

  and my heart shall meditate on understanding. 

 4 I will incline my ear to a proverb 

  and set forth my riddle upon the harp.  

 5 Why should I be afraid in evil days, 

  when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me, 

 6 the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own prowess, 

  and boast of their great riches? 

 7 One can never redeem another, 

  or give to God the ransom for another’s life; 

 8 for the ransom of a life is so great 

  that there would never be enough to pay it, 

 9 in order to live forever and ever 

  and never see the grave. 

 10 For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they perish 

  and leave their wealth to those who come after them. 

 11 Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from 

generation to generation, 

  though they had named lands after themselves. 

 12 Even though honored, they cannot live forever; 

  they are like the beasts that perish.  

 



10 

 

 

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-11 

  1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are 

above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you 

also will be revealed with him in glory. 

  5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, 

impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6 On account of these 

the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7 These are the ways 

you also once followed, when you were living that life. 8 But now you must get 

rid of all such things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from 

your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old 

self with its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is 

being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11 In that 

renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 

barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but Christ is all and in all! 

The word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        
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*GOSPEL:  Luke 12:13-21 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother  

to divide the family inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him,  

“Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?”  

 
15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds  

of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”  

 
16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced 

abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place  

to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns  

and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  
19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 

relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night 

your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared,  

whose will they be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves 

but are not rich toward God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

          Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                   The Rev. Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY                 In Christ There Is No East or West         ELW 650 

 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

We now profess the faith we share using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church 

and pray for the needs of the world. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Holy God, renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. 

Build our enthusiasm to embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life of the 

world, is revealed to everyone. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Holy God, revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to 

value the earth, winds, waters, trees, and animals, the gifts that make life possible 

on our beautiful planet. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Holy God, speak wisdom to those in positions of power, that they cease practices 

of divisiveness, insult, violence, and oppression. Help us see that all people bear 

your image, and empower us to establish equity and peace. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Holy God, bring your love and comfort to all those suffering hunger or need, 

illness or grief, pain or fear—especially those we name before you now, whether 

silently or aloud, including: Mary, Mabel, Doris, June, Barbara, Ann, Julie, 

Carol, Anne, Judy, Tom, Lydia, Brian, James & Grace, Wil, Amy, Bob & Jane, 

Barbara, Scott, Ron & Flo, Mac, Monica, Tom & Leona, Avery, Doris, John, Tim, 

Arleen, Betty, Linda, Jeff, Henry, Gary, Greg, Helen & Ron, and Max & Michelle. 

Strengthen caregivers, and fill them with compassion as they make your love 

known. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

Holy God, store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. 

Guide the work of our treasurer, financial secretary, bookkeeper, stewardship 

committee, and all who attend to financial matters. Bless and support those whose 

work in our community is difficult and demanding; make us mindful of the toil 

that goes unnoticed. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Holy God, receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their 

labors. Give us wisdom through their witness, and encourage us in love as we 

walk in their footsteps. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Holy God, trusting in your lovingkindness, we offer our prayers to you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY        In the Garden   arr. Mark Hayes & Marvin Gaspard  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

*OFFERING SONG        As the Grains of Wheat 

 
 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER   

Creator God, 

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good, and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, 

that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

DIALOGUE  

 
 

 

 

*PREFACE 

It is our duty and delight 

that we should everywhere and always 

offer thanks and praise to you, oh God, 

through Jesus Christ; 

who calls us to follow his way 

of humble service and love. 

And so, with the church on earth, 

all creation and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                    

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

  

*LORD’S PRAYER 

 Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

                and forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The kingdom of God is set before you. 

Eat and rejoice. 

Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION 
 

 

The baptized children of God are invited by the Lord to the Lord’s Table where we receive Jesus’ very body 

and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine. We commune at the communion rail where we receive 

the Body and Blood of Christ. Gluten free bread and grape juice are available. If you wish to commune, but 

cannot come forward, let an usher know and Pastor will come to you. If you do not wish to commune, you 

are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. You may wish to remain at the rail for a time of 

personal prayer following which you may return to your pew down the side aisle.  

  

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMN(S)         Break Now the Bread of Life          ELW 515 

     Christ, Be Our Light           ELW 715 

     (next page) 
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*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Mothering God, 

you gathered us to your table 

and we drank deeply of your grace. 

Send us out by your Spirit 

to love our neighbors as ourselves 

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

*SENDING HYMN                   We Know That Christ Is Raised                      ELW 449 
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*BENEDICTION 

The love of God abound in you; 

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The Spirit of Christ is with you.  

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE                 Praise to the Lord              arr. Franklin D. Ashdown 
 

PERMISSIONS 
 

About the Prayer of the Day: The prayer of the day is inspired by one ascribed to Thomas à Kempis, the fifteenth-century author of the 
devotional classic The Imitation of Christ. Hearing about the rich man busy building bigger barns, we pray for the wisdom “to 

treasure what is precious” to God. 

 

Liturgical Text and Music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, 2020, 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted and/or streamed 

with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS016761.  All rights reserved. 

 

Blesssed Jesu, Music: Johann Sebastian Bach, 1865-1750, Ed. Ellen Jane Lorenz, 1907-1996. Arr. © 1977 Lorenz Publishing Co. All 

rights reserved. 
 

Bring Forth the Kingdom, Text and Music: Marty Haugen, b.1950, Text and music © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Text and music 

reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 
 

Now the Feast and Celebration, Text and Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted 

and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 
 

In Christ There Is No East or West, Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt. Music: African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. 

Burleigh, 1866-1949. Public domain. 
 

In the Garden, Words and Music: C. Austin Miles, 1868-1946, Arr Mark Hayes, b. 1953, and Marvin Gaspard, b. 1953 in 

Piano/Organ Duets. Music ©1998 GlorySound, div. Shawnee Press, Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

Break Now the Bread of Life, Text: Mary A. Lathbury, 1841–1913, alt. Music: William F. Sherwin, 1826–1888. Public domain. 

 

Christ, Be Our Light, Text and music: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957. Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP 

Publications. Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. 

 

We Know that Christ Is Raised, Text: John B. Geyer, 1932-2020, Text © John B. Geyer Estate. Reprinted and/or streamed with 

permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved.  Music: Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924.  Public domain.  

 

A Litany of Praise, Tune: Lobe den Herren from Erneuerten Gesangbuch, 1665.  Music: Franklin D. Ashdown, 1942-2023. Music © 

2001 H.W. Gray Company, admin Warner Bros. Publications U.S. Inc. Streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274. All 

rights reserved. 
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Grace Lutheran livestreams our worship services over Facebook, YouTube, or other platforms and 

has them available for later viewing through our website. We may also use still photography of 

church activities for church communications, websites, and other uses. By your presence with us, 

you acknowledge that you may be photographed and you consent to our use of it for these 

purposes. The video capture of congregants is minimal and will usually be from the back. If you 

want to be sure that you will not be shown on any video, we recommend sitting near the back on 

the left side of the sanctuary. 

 

Scan this Tithe.ly QR code with your   

phone camera to send an offering to Grace.   
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