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Small Group Discussion Guide
The Way 9: Peter & Cornelius
Acts 10:1–48; Ephesians 2:11–22
Opening Prayer
Gracious God, you are the one who breaks down dividing walls and opens our hearts to new possibilities. Guide us in this conversation. Help us listen deeply to one another, reflect honestly, and grow together in faith. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Icebreaker
Have you ever been in a situation where you realized you were wrong about someone or something? What changed your perspective?

Sermon Summary
This week's sermon explored one of the most pivotal stories in Acts — Peter's encounter with Cornelius. Through powerful visions and divine timing, God orchestrates a meeting that will change the church forever. Peter learns that the Good News of Jesus is not just for a select few, but for all people — including a Roman soldier from Caesarea. This moment invites us to reflect on the ways we may hold onto categorical exclusions or assumptions about others. God’s Spirit challenges us, like Peter, to cross boundaries, reevaluate our assumptions, and allow grace to transform our hearts.

Key Scripture Readings
• Acts 10:1–48
• Ephesians 2:11–22

Key Quotes from the Sermon
• “Categorical exclusion of groups of people gets in the way of God’s plan for the world.”
• “What God has made clean, you must not call profane.”
• “God, this is the hardest thing you’ve ever asked me to do.”
• “We do it only by the grace of God. The brutally honest, often painful, costly grace of Jesus.”
• “Who are the Roman centurions in your heart?”



Discussion Questions
1. What stood out to you most in Peter and Cornelius’ encounter?
2. How does this story challenge your assumptions about who belongs in God’s family?
3. Where in your life do you see barriers that need to come down?
4. Who are the people or groups you struggle to see as fully included in God’s grace?
5. What steps can you take this week to listen, cross a boundary, or extend grace?

What’s Next?
• Spend time each day this week in prayer, asking God to reveal any prejudices or assumptions you need to surrender.
• Intentionally engage someone who is different from you — listen to their story.
• Reflect on Ephesians 2 and how Christ brings peace to those who were once far off.

Closing Prayer
God of grace and truth, we thank you for the transforming work you did in Peter and Cornelius, and for the way you are still at work in us today. Open our eyes, soften our hearts, and empower us to follow your Spirit wherever it leads. Amen.
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