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When nothing seems to be happening " 4P+ E80&HE &4 |

This weekend is BC Day. This public holiday was introduced in 1974 when the Attorney General proposed a way to
recognize the culture and achievements of British Columbia and to give people a long weekend to enjoy in the
middle of summer. AKFEREHATH - XAMEHIT 1974 FHGZE ST - §ERZHRIT ISR
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The first Monday in August was chosen because it echoes the British parliament’s declaration on Monday, August 2,
1858, that British Columbia was a “crown colony”. %&£ /\ HHE—DEH—2 RV EREN T 3EE W <T 1858
8 H 2 HEM—EAMRIr &y “EEHERM” -

Of course, European explorers were not the first in British Columbia. Archaeological evidence of indigenous peoples
has been dated as early as 13,500 years ago. 478 » WOMEEIGZ H A & BRIV EER - FHiEERE -
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How do you plan to spend this weekend? Hiking trails? Resting in Stanley Park? Enjoying a leisurely breakfast?
Walking at Jericho Beach or going downtown? PRSI A EE A X SRR 2 it /@ 2 fTESE P AFEIRE ? B2
RN F& ? fEESFEREERCE 72 A2 - R ?

| plan to do nothing! If | get the opportunity, | want to be an example of what happens when nothing happens!
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But this got me thinking. Sometimes, it seems as if God is on vacation, taking a long weekend break, doing nothing.
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Have you ever thought this? God, it seems, likes to take his time and we don’t like the time he takes. | think this is a
common thought.  {RAEXABEX ? EALFENREER - Bl TAERMYAE T - BAEXE NS B
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Back in June when Mark organized his question and answer evening, one person asked a question about how we
cope wondering if God is going to fulfil a promise he made when it looks like he isn’t. SIENH » YO
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So, today, as | hope we have time to rest, let’s see what answer the Scriptures give when we’re tempted to think
God is taking too long.  FffLL » SR » WALEWANEANHZE » ILRANTEE - RN ERE BT
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Jesus told lots of stories. We call them parables. These stories have shaped our culture, our language, our outlook:
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we use the term “Good Samaritan” for someone who cares for people;
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we use “prodigal son” for someone who turns up after making many mistakes.
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Both are parables Jesus told. Matthew 13 has seven of Jesus’ parables: the parable of the sower, the parable of the
weeds, the parable of the net, the parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl, and the two parables read to us a
moment ago.  XPRAENZHRERYFAYELIT - EoRHETS 13 TS 7 HRERAYE/ ML « SiayEbmy ~ Aty -
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One theme is common to all the parables in Matthew 13. It answers the question: why does it seem God is doing
nothing? LyKtEE 13 ERTARIELEA — N EE E- - B T O ERg ot ? 7 BYR) 2
We could say these parables are about “patience”, “waiting”, “giving it time”. But really these parables tell us that
God’s work isn’t necessarily dramatic, immediately obvious, or instantly identified. Bl 18] DA X EL ph iy
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Instead, God’s kingdom advances more quietly, less obviously.
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It’s the steady slow-turning pressure of a hand-held wrench on a bolt rather than the sudden burst of an impact
driver, or the gradual drip of water filling a tank rather than the powerful gush from a fire hose. R E= ey
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What these parables teach is this: don’t make a presumption, don’t draw an early conclusion, don’t think that
apparent inaction is correct;
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do keep trusting, do persevere, do lean on God’s sovereignty and God’s timing.
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Both parables begin, “The Kingdom of Heaven is like”. What is this Kingdom?
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Matthew uses “Kingdom of Heaven”; the other Gospels and the rest of the New Testament used “Kingdom of God”.
They mean the same; it’s just that Matthew prefers “Kingdom of Heaven” because he doesn’t want to suggest ideas
of an earthly military kingdom to his Jewish readers.
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Let’s also remember that the Kingdom of God or Heaven isn’t a geographic location, with international boundaries,
like the United Kingdom.
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Instead, it’s the realm where God’s values are at work. The Kingdom is about God’s reign showing itself in our world
andourlives. 7 EAFHYEIZAE THIEVOMENSECLSEH 5 @5 B a e eyt R Fe /& 2
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We also shouldn’t think the Kingdom is another way of saying the Church.
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The Church —the community of believers in Jesus Christ as Lord — is evidence of the Kingdom and part of the
Kingdom, but the Kingdom of God is bigger than the church. He—— (M N FERHA—EK
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God’s power is at work even where the church doesn’t exist. God can move in people’s lives and God can work his
purposes through people even when those people are not Christians. That's encouraging, isn’t it? EREHIAEE
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So, let’s look at these two parables.  H}Z. » 1EFATREBE XM ERME] -

In the first, a man sows a mustard seed in his field. Jesus says this is the smallest of seeds and where birds can nest.
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Of course, Jesus is not giving a botanical lesson: the mustard seed isn’t the smallest seed (the smallest seed is the
orchid seed), and the mustard tree isn’t a tree worth perching in.
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Jesus isn’t talking botanically; he’s talking proverbially. The point isn’t about plants and the nesting habits of birds;
it's about how what seems insignificant becomes substantial.
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Small beginnings produce large results. RUN I RE R B KA R SR -
In the second story, a woman works leaven or yeast it into flour. The yeast raises the dough to produce bread. The
point of this story is the small amount of yeast and the huge amount of flour. EBETNE S > — DA
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This woman is not making a couple of donuts; the amount of flour will produce enough dough to feed over 100
people.
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(Clearly, this woman has muscles and strength! | guess she’d probably win medals for weightlifting!  E2A » X%
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The point is this: Jesus is saying that no matter how big the circumstance or great the challenge or huge the mission,
like the small amount of yeast, his Kingdom works in a hidden, unremarkable, almost imperceptible way.
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How does this speak to us when we wonder if God has taken a long weekend to do nothing?
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Here are three simple points. U\TE#/ME—,‘[ﬁgﬁ o

First, snap-shot spirituality won’t work. s RIE Y SR T A AN o
| enjoy photography, playing with aperture, shutter speed, white balance, and ISO settings on my camera to capture
a passing car or cyclist. WEWEER - AN BB RE ~ B TREE - P IS0 & E - DUfilife—RiE
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Freezing a car’'s movement so that it is in sharp focus and the background is a blur gives the sensation of movement,

pace, action. TEMESINARZE > IR WY S ik
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But it’s just a snap-shot. It says nothing of where the car is going, how well-tuned the engine is, how careful the
driver is. It's just a snap-shot.  [HXHZ2—5kidf » ELEWIDRENEM @ S[BIREKAE LT - 8B W
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And what’s more, the driver doesn’t care about the snap-shot; the driver cares about reaching the destination.
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Both parables remlnd us not to measure our spiritual growth or church life or God’s overall purpose in an instant
snap-shot.  ZXPAPELIFEBELA ] > N FHBE RV R ERA T E R K - Ziadds BrgryEe iRt
X -
When we do that, we make the mistake of wondering if God is at work or if we should give up and give in. That’s
snap-shot spirituality. LI TXREMT > A TEIE NS R - MheE BB S AE LIF - BRI B ROZ I
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The apostle Paul was tempted to follow snap-shot spirituality. He thought of giving up and giving in. fiH
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In 2 Corinthians 1:8, he says, “We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired
of life itself.”
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Several chapters later, in 2 Corinthians 11, he catalogues all the struggles, persecutions, and threats he’s been
through.
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Then, in 2 Corinthians 12:8, he says how he pleaded with God three times to take away what he calls “a thorn in the
flesh” (which is probably some sort of persistent handicap).
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Instead, God showed Paul that he uses weakness to show his power and that his grace is always sufficient.
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Paul had to learn that snap-shot spirituality won’t work. And he does learn.
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In 2 Timothy 4:7, at the end of his life, Paul says he’s run the race, fought the fight, kept the faith, and persevered to
theend.  fEIREENIGTH 4 E 7 11 (REIMAR I - L L2RE5E T HPEAVES » FT58 THREHFAIGL » 5P T1%
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So don’t fret times of doubt, awkward questions deep in your heart, and the apprehensions about God’s activity.
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Snap-shot spirituality doesn’t work because the story isn’t over. It’s at the end when we know the story is over!
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Second, fixing God’s schedule won’t work.  EZ¢ » & ZHE ERF Y HE ST~ @AY -
How many times have you heard yourself say, “Lord, | wish you’d hurry up.”
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Some years ago, we were trying to figure out home-schooling tutors for our children. We had one or two leads, but
nothing finalized. But what was most concerning was that the beginning of the school term was only a week away.
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| like things planned and organized in advance. | want a clear map. | don’t like not knowing what’s going to happen.
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God, on the other hand, doesn’t seem to care much about my preferred schedules. He even appears to enjoy doing
things at the 11™ hour. It can be very frustrating — | have much to learn.
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So, it comes as no surprise that while the man plants the mustard seed and the woman kneads the flour and yeast,
neither can predict when the tree will be ready or the dough has risen sufficiently. Rt > FEARES AZAHN » BB A
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In other words, there is no time-scale in these parables.
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Just look at the parable before the mustard seed and the yeast — the story of the weeds planted among the wheat.
The owner of the field deliberately prevents his servants from their knee-jerk desire to pull up the weeds before the
harvest. (BB EHRIHEEE 2 FIHYELE—2% FH P AR AVEE © FECETRT » B T SRR 1Aty
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God tells us to wait, be patient, and trust his wisdom and ways.
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This means things are not always going to look tidy — weeds and wheat will grow together, there will be a waste of
resources irrigating more plants than planned, and there will be huge inconvenience and extra effort to separate
wheat and weeds at harvest time.
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But God is okay with this. B _EE S REREZHY -
It’s the same with the parable of the mustard seed and the yeast: God says, “My time scale moves at a different
pace, don’t try to fix it, correct it, divert it, or circumvent it.”
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So, trying to hurry God along, won’t work. RIEE - A E e E TR @AY -
But this doesn’t mean nothing is happening! And what about our daughter’s education? Sure enough, everything
needed fit into place.
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Third, trust and patience will work. B= ER5AMNSTEE -
There’s a wonderful phrase | heard years ago in the Alpha Course: when you can’t trace God’s hand, trust God’s
heart.
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We can’t always see what God is doing. Sometimes it seems he’s taken a vacation from handling the affairs of his
creation.
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What happens when it seems God is on vacation? We struggle to see God’s hand; we struggle to comprehend his
ways. Y B RAEE RN - SREM2 ? BA I LEEE N EWETF 5 Rl #5405 2R aI i
e
And doubts come: if God is so loving and powerful, why isn’t he answering me? We think God owes us an answer as
if we have the right to pass judgement on his sovereignty.
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Instead, in times of delay or uncertainty, God is inviting us to be patient and trust him.
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C.S. Lewis, the great Christian author and philosopher, once said, “I am sure that God keeps no one waiting unless
he sees that it is good for him to wait.” FHERIVEBEERAMTF R Emieg i - “BehfaE » BRIE LA
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When God wants to form his likeness in us, sometimes the only way to overcome our stubbornness or impatience is
to make us wait! It’s painful for us, but it’s the only way to refine us. Y BRI S R s YT SR 0 B R
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The sower of the mustard seed and the baker of the flour and yeast had to be patient and trust. They cannot

control the processes of plant growth or baking bread. TSy AR iy SRR A OV R
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There’s an interesting parallel in 1 Corinthians 3:5-7. Paul reminds the Corinthians that it isn’t the ability or
personality of Christian leaders that matters. BRI 3 B 5-7 TTE — A BIVETE S (RD FERE MR
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Paul and another leader, Apollos, may have been used by God to begin the church in Corinth and to start
discipleship classes in Corinth, but it's God who makes them grow into Christian maturity. “So neither he who plants
nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes all things grow.” TR B 15— 4t R 2 B] BE 5
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If you are wondering what God is doing, if you are wondering if God is at work in your life, the Lord says, “Be patient
and keep trusting — in time you will see my hand.”
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Snap-shot spirituality won’t work — God calls us to have a long-term perspective. Trying to fix God’s
schedules won’t work — we need to trust God’s timing and power.
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So, patience and trust will work; God will fulfil his purposes. But there’s even more: our expectations of his purposes
will be exceeded! At - O SEFESTER . EWOBEHIHEE < B8RRI 5 ZERHAA
R |
My mom was an accomplished violinist and professional violin teacher. Over 65 years, she taught hundreds of
children.
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All her students started the same way — emitting sounds from the violin that made a wailing cat sound musical.
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Though many students stopped playing as adults, some continued. And a few have become very accomplished.
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In their cases, the initial expectations during the cat-wailing days have been gloriously exceeded. This is true in the
Christian life. MAATHYSEFI R - FEZ2 ) L2 = BAR A S S CL S gl gk - X S e R B AR S
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The day will come when we’ll look back in awe at God’s work in our lives — we’ll see the full magnitude of his
sovereign ways. KK el 1= I S Bt B ag E A 1A an AT TRV =S 5 FRO T HEEE LT
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The book of Revelation, at the end of the Bible, gives us a hint of this. The book closes with a picture of a great city
descending to earth, where every tribe and tongue is represented, and where the throne is occupied by one like a
Lamb who was slain and like a Lion, the Lion of Judah - Jesus. FHERENERTENTRINE R T X—5 0 BER
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The description in Revelation is matched by Paul's words. SRy HE Il SR 2 HYIERERTD -
In 1 Corinthians 2:9, he writes that no eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has imagined what God has prepared
for those who love him.  fEEf#AZ AT 2:9 » (REEE | RIEARAYEN » ARG > AOtAREEE]
N At NPTy o
We have a foretaste, an inkling, because we have the Spirit of God, the third person of the Trinity, dwelling within
us: he acts as a down-payment on our eternal future, guaranteeing our inheritance in glory (Ephesians 1:14).
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But until Christ comes, we only see and know in part (1 Corinthians 13:12), so, as Jesus taught in Matthew 6:10, we
pray that God’s Kingdom will come here on earth as it is in heaven.
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Our prayers are prayers of expectation, but expectation whose reality will be exceeded.
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Like the violinist who painstakingly practices, advancing slowly but surely, the mustard tree will be the largest in the
garden; the leaven will work its way through an extraordinary amount of flour. And the result, beyond expectation.
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This is BC Day weekend — a time to rest, relax, and enjoy Beautiful British Columbia.
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You may be tempted, as | am, to put your feet up and take a break. That’s great.
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But be assured God neither slumbers nor sleeps — he is at work, even if we can’t see the seed grow and the yeast
work through the dough.  HIFHUL » BIEEATE A EIF&ZF - WEABNHEFEEEE P T AR - ERiAsT
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