
Joshua 24:14–18 – “But As for Me and My House” 

Godly leadership begins in the home, and every father must personally choose to serve the 

Lord—regardless of his past, his upbringing, or the world around him. 

The Biblical World – Understanding the Context:​

As Joshua approached the end of his life, he gathered Israel at Shechem—a place rich with covenant 

history—to renew their commitment to the Lord. The people had seen God’s faithfulness firsthand: 

deliverance from Egypt, provision in the wilderness, and victory in Canaan. But now came the 

question: Would they serve the Lord, or follow the gods of their ancestors and neighbors? Joshua 

didn’t wait for consensus—he declared with clarity and conviction, “As for me and my house, we will 

serve the Lord.” It was a personal stand in the face of national compromise—a declaration every 

spiritual leader must make. 

 

Passage Outline 

●​ I. Godly fathers serve the Lord in reverence, sincerity, and truth. (v. 14) 

●​ II. A lack of godly leadership is no excuse—break the cycle. (v. 15) 

●​ III. Remember, Serve and Walk in Obedience. (Joshua 24:16-18) 

 

Passage Notes 

I. Godly fathers serve the Lord in reverence, sincerity, and truth. (v. 14)​

Joshua called the people to fear the Lord and serve Him wholeheartedly—no faking, no idols. Leading 

a family in faith means modeling a life centered on awe for God, lived out in daily integrity. 

II. A lack of godly leadership is no excuse—break the cycle. (v. 15)​

Joshua had seen a generation die in unbelief, yet he chose faithfulness. Spiritual leadership doesn’t 

depend on background—it depends on choice. “As for me and my house…” is a line in the sand every 

man must draw. 

III. Remember, Serve and Walk in Obedience. (Joshua 24:16-18)​

Israel remembered the Lord’s rescue, presence, and power. Gratitude fueled their declaration: “We 

also will serve the Lord.” Obedience isn’t driven by guilt—it flows from remembering grace. 



 

The Modern World – Relevance Today:​

 Fathers are pulled in every direction—career, culture, comfort. But none of those define legacy. What 

shapes generations is not success, but surrender. Our homes need men who fear the Lord more than 

they fear rejection or failure. 

The World of the Congregation – Applying This Passage Today:​

 Too many families drift without direction. Churches can teach, but homes must lead. Whether you’re a 

dad, mom, grandparent, or single believer, the call is the same: Choose today whom you will 

serve—and let it show in your home. 

 

What This Means for Us 

●​ Spiritual legacy begins with personal decisions. 

○​ What have you declared over your home—and who’s really leading it? 

■​ → Take spiritual responsibility and speak the words out loud: “We will serve the 

Lord.” 

●​ You don’t need a perfect past—you need a willing heart. 

○​ Are you letting your upbringing define your future? 

■​ → Break the cycle. Be the first to choose obedience in your family line. 

●​ Faithful leadership starts with one clear step. 

○​ What’s stopping you from leading your home with boldness today? 

■​ → Stand up, speak up, and live it out—because your house is watching. 

  

 


