FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

8™ Sunday after Pentecost

3 ' Sunday, August 3, 2025
9:30 a.m.
Ordinary Time
We welcome you to worship!
Please fill out the blue worship card and place it in the offering plate later in the service.
PRELUDE
WELCOME

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy
business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with
Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the
“things that are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s
word.

INTRODUCTION
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit
of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kind-
ness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up
on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of *+ Christ, and through the
power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “Be Thou My Vision” ELW 793
Be Thou My Vision ELW 793
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1. Be thou my__ vi - sion, O__ Lord of my heart;
2.Be thou my__ wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3.Rich - es I__  heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4.Light of my__ soul, af - ter_ vic - to - ry won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en's joys, O heav - en's Sun!
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thou my best thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul's shel - ter, and thou my high tow'r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in my heart,
Heart of _ my__ own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing thy __ pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav'n-ward, O___ Pow'r of my pow'r.
great God of heav - en, my__ trea - sure thou art.
still be my vi - sion, O__ Rul - er of all.
Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931 SLANE
Music: Irish trasitional 10101010



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In_ peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



THIS IS THE FEAST
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This Is the Feast
Refrain
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who was slain, whose blood set us free  to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
= =co= Q;. = — :
R r_i_‘_H_ 1 + i
This is the [feast of wvic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - 1a,
e ﬂ 'L ~ J
(CESSEESS=. o . & —
al-le -lu-ia, al-le -lu - ja. 2Pow - er, rich-es, wis-dom, and

]

2

L:gs:'t

J J—d: (4] H

[ i

strength, and  hon - or,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love what is worth
loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen
ANTHEM “Sarabande” Jeffrey Hartmann
WORD
READINGS

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of wealth turns life into an
empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s
work because such enjoyment is a gift from God.

2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

121, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 3 I applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all
that is done under heaven,; it is an unhappy business that God has given to humans to be busy with. 141 saw all
the deeds that are done under the sun, and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 28I hated all my toil in
which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to my successor, ' and who knows whether he will be
wise or foolish? Yet he will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is van-
ity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 2! because
sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who
did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22 What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which
they toil under the sun? 2 For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds
do not rest. This also is vanity.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

Colossians 3:1-11

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their old clothes and
put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life shaped by God’s love in
Christ.

1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of
God. 2Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and
your life is hidden with Christ in God. * When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed
with him in glory. 5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and greed (which is idolatry). ¢ On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobe-
dient. " These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life.  But now you must get rid of all
such things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. ? Do not lie to one another,
seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices ' and have clothed yourselves with the new self,
which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. ! In that renewal there is no longer
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but Christ is all and in
all!



Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

CHILDREN’S TIME
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 142
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| —
% C —

words of e - ter - nal Iife. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.

GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 12% chapter beginning at the 13® verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 12:13-21

In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying the worth of one’s
life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God.

13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” 14 But
he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” > And he said to them, “Take care! Be on
your guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 1* Then he
told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 7 And he thought to himself, “‘What should I
do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ '® Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. ' And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid
up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” 2 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 2! So it is with those who store up treas-
ures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Garrett Struessel

THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascend-
ed into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
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dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of Grace

Hear our prayer.
PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER
Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your
table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior.

Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our

thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we

praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 144
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comes In  the name of the Lord.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen
SHARING OF COMMUNION (for those of you at home)

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord The ushers will invite you to come forward for com-
munion. We invite everyone to receive "continuous communion” in front of the communion railing, and you may
kneel at the communion rail after you receive communion if you so desire. Wine is in the darker-colored cups, and
grape juice is in the lighter-colored cups. Gluten-free wafers are available in a separate bowl as you come forward.

LAMB OF GOD Page 146
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COMMUNION HYMNS

“Break Now the Bread of Life” ELW 515
“Let us Break Bread Together” ELW 471
Break Now the Bread of Life
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1 Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as once you
2 Bless your own word of truth, dear Lord, to me, as when you
3 You are the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, your ho - ly
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broke the loaves be - side the sea. Be - yond the sa- cred page
blessedthe bread by Gal - 1 - lee. Then shall all bond-age cease,
word the truth that res - cues me. Give me to eat and live
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I seek you, Lord; my spir-it waits for you, O liv-ing Word.
all fet-ters fall; and I shall ind my peace, my All - in - All!
with you a - bove; teach me to love your truth, for you are love.

Text: Mary A. Lathbury, 1841-1913, alt.
Music: BREAD OF LIFE, William F. Sherwin, 1826-1888
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Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471
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l.Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees:

2.Let us drink  wine to - geth-er on our knees.
3.Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees:
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let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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BREAK BREAD TOGETHER

Text: African American spiritual
Music: African American spiritual
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SENDING

HOMEBOUND COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN “Son of God, Eternal Savior” ELW 655 vs. 1,3,4
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Son of God, Eternal Savior

ELW 655
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1.Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav -ior, source of life and truth and grace,
2.As you, Lord, have lived for oth - ers, so may we for oth - ers live.
3.Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of Peace;
4.Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav -ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Free -ly__ have your gifts been grant - ed; free-ly__ may your ser - vants give.
hush the storm of strife and pas-sion, bid its__ cru-el___ dis - cords cease.
Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us hal-lows all our hu - man race:
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Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea; _
By your pa - tient years of toil-ing, by your si - lent hours of pain,
by  yourmpray - ing, by your will-ing that your peo - ple should be one, _
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o, .
) 0e®
N - ) | 7 ) 1®
)¢ . 8 L . . [ 8 0 - '

o I | | | |
N F I =

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932 IN BABILONE

Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr Juius Rontgen, 1855-1932 8787D
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WELCOME to Worship!
WELCOME to worship! We are so glad you are here!

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can sit anywhere in the sanctuary, including the
chapel near the front.

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.
LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking lot, one-half block north of the church
on Terry Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the hallway leading to the Big Room.
There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and in the Big Room.

We love seeing you in worship!

Scan the QR Code for the Following! Preacher/Presider The Rev. Garrett Struessel
View the Latest Sunday Bulletin Worship Assistant Deacon Korra Looschen

Council Hosts Bill Campbell

Andrew Howell
Ushers Holly Keenan

Mike Shiveley
Reader Char Lemkee
Communion Assistants Mary Hall

Barb Mohr
Pianist/Organist Jeffrey Hartmann

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license
#SBL14236. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen is copyright © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission OneLicense A-713218.
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