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WELCOME TO SAINT PAUL!
We are happy to have you here!

HOW TO KNOW WHEN TO STAND, SIT, OR SPEAK

Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able.
You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do
not wish to stand, that is okay.

You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type.

WE ARE AN OPEN COMMUNION CONGREGATION

This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited
to receive Holy Communion.

HOW TO FINANCIALLY SUPPORT US

@&?'@ Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran
o .-‘f_.'pz Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside
. -.b.‘,"' ® door to Pastor Paul's office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex
@b T8 ear the entrance of the sanctuary.

A NOTE ON COMMUNION WAFERS

To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it
possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerant to be able to
eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads
and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of
gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much
gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain
15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten
free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results.

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.



http://stpaulpgm.org/give

GATHERING

The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the
“unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We
who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to
elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the
Lord's supper and the encouragement of God'’s word.

PRELUDE — out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.

P Most merciful God, A: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors
and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience,
kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy,
forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path
of life. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN “Making Their Way” (ACS 979)
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Je - sus’dis - ci-ples, oneand all. Gath-ered for wor-ship, of - fer-ing thanks,
learn-ing to walk in  Je-sus’ way. Mem-bers of Christ, u - nit - ed in love,
car - ing for strang-er as for friend, till in the joy of long-ing ful-filled,
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the great-est with the least have come to share this feast.

they seek our God to know, and so to- geth-er grow.
to - geth-er we will come to our e - ter - nal home.

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b, 1939
Music: KOMT NU MET ZANG, A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank, 1626
Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. A: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives.
Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure
what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen.



WORD
FIRST READING: HOSEA 1L:1-11

Because Luke often presents Jesus as carrying on the ministry of the Old Testament prophets,
our first readings during these weeks are from several of those figures. Today's reading is the
turning point of Hosea’s preaching: up until this point, the prophet had described Israel’s
unfaithfulness to God, and God'’s threats to abandon and punish the chosen people.

"When Israel was a child, | loved him,
and out of Egypt | called my son.
“The more | called them,
the more they went from me;
they kept sacrificing to the Baals
and offering incense to idols.

“Yet it was | who taught Ephraim to walk;
| took them up in my arms,
but they did not know that | healed them.
“I'led them with cords of human kindness,
with bands of love.
| was to them like those
who lift infants to their cheeks.
| bent down to them and fed them.

°They shall return to the land of Egypt,
and Assyria shall be their king,
because they have refused to return to me.
°The sword rages in their cities;
it consumes their oracle priests
and devours because of their schemes.
"My people are bent on turning away from me.
To the Most High they call,
but he does not raise them up at all.

®How can | give you up, Ephraim?
How can I hand you over, O Israel?



How can | make you like Admah?
How can | treat you like Zeboiim?
My heart recoils within me;
my compassion grows warm and tender.
1 will not execute my fierce anger;
| will not again destroy Ephraim,
for lam God and no mortal,
the Holy One in your midst,
and I will not come in wrath.

'"“They shall go after the LORD,
who roars like a lion;
when he roars,
his children shall come trembling from the west.
""They shall come trembling like birds from Egypt
and like doves from the land of Assyria,
and | will return them to their homes, says the LORD.
L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 107:1-9, 43 (sung to the tune Saltzburg)
Psalm 107 describes various times in Israel’s history (like the time of Hosea) when God
was faithful to the divine promises, even when Israel had proved faithless.
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1.Let the Lord's re - deem - ed say this: those lives God has  pro - cured.
2. Filled with  hun - ger and with thirst, till  their life did ebb a - way.
3. And God's won-drous deeds for them, sent un - fail - ing from a - bove.
4. let the wise heed all thesethings; see the great love of the Lord.
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1. from the hand_ of all  their foes, gath - ered in from ev - ery land;
2. Thenthey cried_ out to the Lord, in their trou - ble and dis - tress;
3. For the thirs - ty, God does fill, all their thirst God sat - is - fies;
4, Llet them give__thanks to the Lord, for God'sstead - fast, cov' - nant love,
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1. East and west, from south and north, those God gath - ered by God's hand.
2.God led them by a straight way, to a a - ty safe and bless'd.
3. And the hung - ry, God feeds still, with good things God's hand pro - vides.
4, And God's won-drous deeds for them, sent un - fail - ing from a - bove.

SECOND READING: COLOSSIANS 3:1-11

There appear to be people telling the Colossians that their salvation is not complete, but
rather that they need to receive secret knowledge which only these people know. In response,
the apostle affirms the completeness of Christ's work and reconciliation. The apostle’s advice
to live as reflects that reconciliation includes avoiding greed - a thread which will continue in
today’s Gospel.

'So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. “Set your minds on the things that are above, not on
the things that are on earth, * for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. “When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in
glory.

> Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). ©On account of these the wrath of God
is coming on those who are disobedient. ' These are the ways you also once followed,
when you were living that life. ® But now you must get rid of all such things: anger, wrath,
malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. ? Do not lie to one another,
seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices '°and have clothed
yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the
image of its creator. ' In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but Christis all and in all!

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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for theirs is the king - dom of heaven.

*GOSPEL READING: LUKE 12:13-21

Through these weeks, we have been reading about Jesus’ journey toward Jerusalem, where he
will be crucified. Along the way, he engages in controversies with opponents, heals the sick,
and teaches, often in stories and often in response to questions from his followers.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twelfth chapter.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.

“Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family
inheritance with me.” ' But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or
arbitrator over you?” "> And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all
kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” ' Then
he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. " And he thought
to himself, 'What should | do, for | have no place to store my crops? '“Then he said, 'l will
do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain
and my goods. "?And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry. *’ But God said to him, 'You fooll This very night your
life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they

be? ?' So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward
God.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
A: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY “Faith Begins by Letting Go” (ACS 1004)
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2 Faith en-dures by hold -ing on, keep-ing mem-ry’s roots a - live
3 Faith ma-tures by reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en - larg - ing hearts,
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but
ripe with wit - ness

not through mer - it
till  we

we pos - sess
find the com-mon-place

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: RATISBON, J. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

*APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

by God’s great faith - ful - ness.
to God’s grace.



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray
for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

L: Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. Build an
enthusiasm to embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life of the world, is revealed to

everyone. God of grace,
A: hear our prayer.

L: Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to value the earth,
winds, waters, trees, and animals, the gifts that make life possible on this planet. God of

grace,
A: hear our prayer.

L: Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease practices of divisiveness,
insult, and oppression. Clothe all people in your image, and establish equity and peace.

God of grace,
A: hear our prayer.

L: Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, iliness
and grief, pain and fear (especially). Give strength to those who give care, and equip them
with compassion as they make your love known. God of grace,

A: hear our prayer.

L: Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. Guide the
work of treasurers and all who attend to financial matters. Support those whose work in
our community is difficult and demanding; make us mindful of the toil that goes

unnoticed. God of grace,
A: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

L: Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors,
especially Lee Roy McGinnis Sr, Bev Burruano, Fred Ferguson, and Royal Kline Sr. Give us
wisdom through their witness and encourage us in love as we continue our lives in the
world. God of grace,

A: hear our prayer.
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L: Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of

Jesus Christ.

A: Amen.
*PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. A: And also with you.
MEAL
OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING
*OFFERTORY: “For the Fruit of All Creation vs.2” (ELW 679)
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in the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is done.

*OFFERING PRAYER

L: Let us pray: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the
harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our
labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. A: Amen.

11



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

* DIALOGUE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

12



*SANCTUS
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: Holy, Mighty, and Merciful God,
in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals,
the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.

When Sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.

In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

We proclaim the mystery of our faith:
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing,
his body given up, and his victory over death,
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we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. A: Amen.

“*LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, hallowed be your name,
thy kingdom come, your kingdom come,
thy will be done, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; Give us today our daily bread.
and forgive us our trespasses, Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those as we forgive those

who trespass against us; who sin against us.
and lead us not into temptation, Lead us not into time of trial,
but deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, For the kingdom, the power,
and the power, and the glory, and the glory are yours
forever and ever. Amen. forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

14



*LAMB OF GOD
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION

P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you. A: Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN: “Break Now the Bread of Life”

(ELW 515)
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1 Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as once you
2 Bless your own word of truth, dear Lord, to me, as when you
3 You are the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, your ho - ly
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broke the loaves be - side the sea. Be - yond the sa- cred page
blessedthe bread by Gal - 1 - lee. Then shall all bond-age cease,
word the truth that res - cues me. Give me to eat and live
Oy | .
A O 4 — i % i i %
Grz—FFf [ ¢J, 4 fF ],
J | | * T & O
I  seek you, Lord; my spir-it waits for you, O liv-ing Word.
all  fet-ters fall; and I shall find my peace, my All - in - All!
with you a - bove; teach me to love your truth, for you are love.

Text: Mary A. Lathbury, 1841-1913, alt.

Music: BREAD OF LIFE, William F. Sherwin, 18261888

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body,
mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen
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*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE - Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord)
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

L: Let us pray. Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of
your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim
your love in Jesus' name. A: Amen.

SENDING

*SENDING OF COMMUNION

P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. A: Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
You may be seated.
*BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord'’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, +
and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN: “In Christ There Is No East or West” (ELW 650)
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1 In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north,
2 In Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com-mu - nion find;
3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.
4 In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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but one com-mu-ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice is the gold-en cord close bind - ing hu - man-kind.
All chil-dren of the Iliv-ing God are sure - ly kin to me.
all Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.

Text: John Oxenham, 18521941, alt.
Music: MCKEE, African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949

*DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.

A: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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DAILY READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, August 3

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

Psalm 49:1-12 (3)
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

Monday, August 4
Ecclesiastes 2:1-17
Colossians 3:18— 4.1
Psalm 127

Tuesday, August 5
Ecclesiastes 3:16— 4:8
Colossians 4:2-6
Psalm 127

Wednesday, August 6
Ecclesiastes 12:1-8, 13-14
Luke 12:22-31

Psalm 127
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Thursday, August 7

Job 21:1-16

Romans 9:1-9
Psalm 33:12-22

Friday, August 8
Ecclesiastes 6:1-6
Acts 7:1-8

Psalm 33:12-22

Saturday, August 9
Genesis 11:27-32
Matthew 6:19-24
Psalm 33:12-22



ST PAUL

PINE GROVE MILLS

SERVING TODAY
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ABOUT ST. PAUL
PURPOSE

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love.

MISSION

Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,
and serve community.

CORE VALUES
Faith ® Compassion ® Generosity ® Community

OUR BIBLE VERSES

As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.
[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before the nations.- Acts 9:3,15

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for
worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous
siblings who have and continue to care for this place - this land - and call it their home.

COPYRIGHT AND LICENSE INFORMATION

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000528. New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition Bible, copyright © 2021, National
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Hymns reprinted and
streamed under Onelicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2025 - Aug 10, 2026. The Scriptural Prones (introductions to the
pericopes) are written by the Rev. Dr. Mark Oldenburg and used with permission. Words found in psalm taken from Seedbed.com,
written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship with acknowledgement of
the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge.
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