
 
 

 

CHORAL EVENSONG  

 
 

29 July 2025 7:00pm 
 

 

 

St George’s Cathedral, Kingston 
  



Versicles & Responses: Celia McDowall b. 1951 

Setting: Collegium Regale, Herbert Howells 1892-1983 

 

Please stand, as you are able, as the choir and clergy enter the Cathedral 

Introit 
Adoro te devote, latens Deitas, 

Quæ sub his figuris vere latitas; 

Tibi se cor meum totum subjicit, 

Quia te contemplans totum deficit. 

 

Visus, tactus, gustus in te fallitur, 

Sed auditu solo tuto creditur. 

Credo quidquid dixit Dei Filius; 

Nil hoc verbo veritatis verius. 

 

Jesu, quem velatum nunc aspicio, 

Oro, fiat illud quod tam sitio: 

Ut te revelata cernens facie, 

Visu sim beatus tuæ gloriæ. Amen. 

Godhead here in hiding, whom I do adore, 

Masked by these bare shadows, shape and nothing more, 

See, Lord, at thy service here low lies a heart 

Lost, all lost in wonder at the God thou art. 

 

Seeing, touching, tasting are in thee deceived: 

How says trusty hearing? that shall be believed; 

What God’s Son has told me, take for truth I do; 

Truth himself speaks truly or there is nothing true. 

 

Jesu, whom I look at shrouded here below, 

I beseech thee send me what I thirst for so, 

Some day to gaze on thee face to face in light 

And be blest for ever with thy glory’s sight. Amen. 
  

Celia McDowall b.1951 St Thomas Aquinas (1225–74)  

tr Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844–89) 
 

Minister. O LORD, open thou our lips; 

Choir. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

Minister. O God, make speed to save us;  

Choir. O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Minister. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

Choir. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

Minister. Praise ye the Lord; 

Choir. The Lord’s Name be praised. 
 

Please sit. 
 

Psalm 140 
Eripe me, Domine 

Deliver me, O Lord, from the evil man : and preserve me from the wicked man. 

2 Who imagine mischief in their hearts : and stir up strife all the day long. 

3 They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent : adders' poison is under their lips. 

4 Keep me, O Lord, from the hands of the ungodly : preserve me from the wicked men, who are 

purposed to overthrow my goings. 

5 The proud have laid a snare for me, and spread a net abroad with cords : yea, and set traps in my way. 

6 I said unto the Lord, Thou art my God : hear the voice of my prayers, O Lord. 

7 O Lord God, thou strength of my health : thou hast covered my head in the day of battle. 

8 Let not the ungodly have his desire, O Lord : let not his mischievous imagination prosper, lest they be 

too proud. 



 
 

9 Let the mischief of their own lips fall upon the head of them : that compass me about. 

10 Let hot burning coals fall upon them : let them be cast into the fire and into the pit, that they never rise 

up again. 

11 A man full of words shall not prosper upon the earth : evil shall hunt the wicked person to overthrow 

him. 

12 Sure I am that the Lord will avenge the poor : and maintain the cause of the helpless. 

13 The righteous also shall give thanks unto thy Name : and the just shall continue in thy sight. 

 

 

The First Lesson is written in the second book of Corinthians, in the first chapter, beginning at the second 

verse. 
 

Make room in your hearts for us; we have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have taken 

advantage of no one. I do not say this to condemn you, for I said before that you are in our hearts, to die 

together and to live together. I often boast about you; I have great pride in you; I am filled with consolation; 

I am overjoyed in all our affliction. 
 

For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted in every way—disputes 

without and fears within. But God, who consoles the downcast, consoled us by the arrival of Titus, and not 

only by his coming, but also by the consolation with which he was consoled about you, as he told us of your 

longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still more. For even if I made you sorry with my 

letter, I do not regret it (though I did regret it, for I see that I grieved you with that letter, though only briefly). 

Now I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because your grief led to repentance; for you felt a godly 

grief, so that you were not harmed in any way by us. For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to 

salvation and brings no regret, but worldly grief produces death. For see what earnestness this godly grief has 

produced in you, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what zeal, 

what punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves guiltless in the matter. So although I wrote to 

you, it was not on account of the one who did the wrong, nor on account of the one who was wronged, but 

in order that your zeal for us might be made known to you before God. In this we find comfort. 
 

In addition to our own consolation, we rejoiced still more at the joy of Titus, because his mind has been set 

at rest by all of you. For if I have been somewhat boastful about you to him, I was not disgraced; but just as 

everything we said to you was true, so our boasting to Titus has proved true as well. And his heart goes out 

all the more to you, as he remembers the obedience of all of you, and how you welcomed him with fear and 

trembling. I rejoice, because I have complete confidence in you. 
 

Here endeth the first lesson. 

 

  



The Office Hymn (please remain standing)  

 
Glory to thee, my God, this night 

For all the blessings of the light; 

Keep me, O keep me, King of kings, 

Beneath thy own almighty wings. 
 

2 Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son, 

The ill that I this day have done, 

That with the world, myself, and thee, 

I, ere I sleep, at peace may be. 
 

3 Teach me to live, that I may dread 

The grave as little as my bed; 

teach me to die, that so I may 

Rise glorious at the aweful day. 

4 O may my soul on thee repose, 

And with sweet sleep my eyelids close, 

Sleep that may me more vigorous make 

To serve my God when I awake. 
 

5 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise him, all creatures here below, 

Praise him above, angelic host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

  

Tallis’ Canon 
Thomas Tallis 1505-85 

Thomas Ken 1637-1711 

 

Please remain standing 

Magnificat. St Luke 1. 46 
 

Y soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded 

the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  

For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him 

throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and 

meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.  He remembering 

his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 

shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 

 

Please sit 
 

The Second Lesson is written in the gospel of Luke, in the 21
st

 chapter, beginning at the fifth verse. 
 

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated 

to God, he said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon 

another; all will be thrown down.” 
 

They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” And 

he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The 

time is near!’ Do not go after them. 
 

M 



 
 

“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the 

end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be 

dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
 

“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and 

prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an 

opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you 

words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed 

even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be 

hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain 

your souls. 
 

Here endeth the second lesson. 
Please stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis. St Luke 2.29. 
ORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy 

salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;  To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
 

Please remain standing 

 

 BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin 

Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third 

day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; 

The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Minister: The Lord be with you; 

Choir: And with thy spirit. 

Minister: Let us pray.  
Please kneel or sit 

Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

UR Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive 

them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.  

 
Minister: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  

Choir:  And grant us thy salvation.  

Minister: O Lord, save the King;  
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Choir:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.  

Minister: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;  

Choir:  And make thy chosen people joyful.  

Minister: O Lord, save thy people;  

Choir:  And bless thine inheritance.  

Minister: Give peace in our time, O Lord;  

Choir:  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

Minister: O God, make clean our hearts within us;  

Choir:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  
 

 ALMIGHTY God, who willest to be glorifled in thy Saints, and didst raise up thy servant William 

Wilberforce to shine as a light in the world: Shine, we pray thee, in our hearts, that we also in our 

generation may show forth thy praises, who hast called us out of darkness into thy marvellous light; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Second Collect, for Peace. 

 GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy 

servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 

and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; 

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.  
 

 

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils. 

IGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils 

and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

  
Please sit. 

 

The Anthem 
Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty, 

Give unto the Lord glory and strength, 

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His name. 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: 

The God of glory thundereth; 

It is the Lord that ruleth the sea. 

The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation; 

The voice of the Lord is full of majesty; 

The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars. 

Yea, the breaketh the cedars of Lebanon. 

The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire, 

The voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness 

And strippeth the forests bare. 

In His temple doth every one speak of His glory. 

 

The Lord sitteth above the water-flood; 

And the Lord remaineth a King for ever. 

The Lord shall give strength unto His people; 

The Lord shall give His people the blessing of 

peace. 
  

Edward Elgar 1857-1934 Psalm 29 
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The Prayers 
Please kneel or sit  

 

 LORD God of hosts, who dost order all the kingdoms of the world according to thy good pleasure: 

We give thee humble thanks for thy favour and goodness to the Commonwealth, and for upholding us 

with thy mighty arm in all the ways by which from age to age thou hast led us. And we beseech thee to 

continue thy loving-kindness to us, that, united, free, and mindful of our stewardship, we may through thy 

grace so fulfil thy purpose, that our Commonwealth may be a witness to thee among the nations of the earth, 

to the advancement of thy glory and the good of all mankind; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

LMIGHTY God, of whose only gift cometh wisdom and understanding: We beseech thee with thy 

gracious favour to behold our universities, colleges, and schools, that knowledge may be increased 

among us, and all good learning flourish and abound. Bless all who teach and all who learn; and grant that 

in humility of heart they may ever look unto thee, who art the fountain of all wisdom; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

GOD our heavenly Father, who art present in thy power in every place: Preserve, we beseech thee, all 

who travel by land, water, or air; surround them with thy loving care; protect them from every danger; 

and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

LORD, support us all the day long of this troublous life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening 

comes, the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in thy 

mercy, grant us safe lodging, a holy rest, and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of Saint Chrysostom. 

LMIGHTY God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name 

thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most 

expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. 

Amen. 
The Blessing. 

HE peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 

the love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 

the Son and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.  
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During this hymn a collection will be taken to support the work of St George’s.  
The work of this Cathedral is made possible entirely through the support of individuals like you. If you are able, please 

consider donating as the plate is passed, by visiting www.stgeorgescathedral.ca/give, or by using the card ‘tap’ machine 
by the main door. Thank you for your generosity. 

Hymn 

 
Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

forgive our foolish ways; 

re-clothe us in our rightful mind, 

in purer lives thy service find, 

in deeper reverence praise. 
 

2 In simple trust like theirs who heard, 

beside the Syrian sea, 

the gracious calling of the Lord, 

let us, like them, without a word 

rise up and follow thee. 
 

3 O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 

O calm of hills above, 

where Jesus knelt to share with thee 

the silence of eternity, 

interpreted by love! 

4 Drop thy still dews of quietness, 

till all our strivings cease; 

take from our souls the strain and stress, 

and let our ordered lives confess 

the beauty of thy peace. 
 

5 Breathe through the heats of our desire 

thy coolness and thy balm; 

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 

O still small voice of calm. 

  

Repton 
C. H. H. Parry 1848-1918 

John Greenleaf Whittier 1807-92 

 

The Choir of Pembroke College, Cambridge 

Anna Lapwood, Director 

 

The Choir of Pembroke College returns to St George’s in concert, tomorrow, 30 July at 7:00pm 

 

Officiants: 

The Right Rev’d William Cliff, Bishop of Ontario 

The Ven. Jane Humphreys, Executive Officer, Diocese of Ontario 

The Rev’d Canon Dr Gordon Maitland 
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