 “Drop the Stone. Grab the Mirror”

 (Matthew 7:1-6,12)
If you ask your average Aussie on the street what they think of church, here’s what you’ll often hear:

· “Too judgmental.” “Out of touch.” “Full of hypocrites.”
· Ortberg – the church must be known for: radically inclusive, non-judgmental, grace-offering community. Soul-healing, fear-melting, and misfit-embracing irrational acceptance.
At the end of His most famous sermon—the Sermon on the Mount—Jesus drops this line:

Matthew 73 “And why worry about a speck in your friend’s eye when you have a log in your own?
 4 How can you think of saying to your friend, ‘Let me help you get rid of that speck in your eye,’ when you can’t see past the log in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye. 

Pause for Personal Inspection

Matt 7“Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. 2 For you will be treated as you treat others. The standard you use in judging is the standard by which you will be judged. 

Measure with Mercy

· Grace received must become grace released. 
· Love always identifies with. Judgment always distances from. 
Matt 76 “Don’t waste what is holy on people who are unholy. Don’t throw your pearls to pigs! They will trample the pearls, then turn and attack you. 

Don’t waste what’s sacred - Grace isn’t Garbage
Proverbs 9:7–8 – “Whoever corrects a mocker invites insults… Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you.”
12 “Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you. This is the essence of all that is taught in the law and the prophets.

· This is bottom-line discipleship for everybody. 
· Even if you don’t believe in God
Practice the Platinum Rule

Are you REAL or just RELIGIOUS?


Religion says, “They need to change.”
Real faith says, “Lord, change me.”
