
	
  

EVENING PRAYER 
SEASON after PENTECOST 

Proper 12 
Wednesday, July 30, 2025 

6:30 P.M. 

 St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church 
in the Admiral District of West Seattle 

We acknowledge that we are on the unceded traditional land of the Coast Salish people, 
including the Duwamish and Suquamish People past and present. 

We honor with gratitude the land itself and the Duwamish and Suquamish tribes. 

Please know, that wherever you are in your spiritual journey, you have a place at St. John’s. 
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 Evening Prayer: Rite II 
If you wish to make online donations to the congregation, you may do so here: 

https://sjbwestseattle.org/page/49/stewardship-giving 

Opening Sentence of Scripture 
 Presider Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble before him. 
   — Psalm 96:9 

  Seek him who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into the morning, 
and darkens the day into night; who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out 
upon the surface of the earth: The Lord is his name. — Amos 5:8 

Confession 
 Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
   in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
    and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
   we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
   that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
    to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 Presider Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

The Invitatory 

 Presider O God, make speed to save us. 
 People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
  Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light • Phos hilaron 

  O gracious light, 
   pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
    O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  

  Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
   and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
    we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

  You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
   O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
    and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
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The Psalter 
Psalm 119:73-80 Yodh • Manus tuæ fecerunt me 

 73 Your hands have made me and fashioned me, * 
give me understanding, that I may learn your commandments. 

 74 Those who fear you will be glad when they see me, * 
because I trusted in your word. 

 75 I know, O LORD, that your judgments are right * 
and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me. 

 76 Let your loving-kindness be my comfort, * 
as you have promised to your servant. 

 77 Let your compassion come to me, that I may live, * 
for your law is my delight. 

 78 Let the arrogant be put to shame, for they wrong me with lies; * 
but I will meditate on your commandments. 

 79 Let those who fear you turn to me, * 
and also those who know your decrees. 

 80 Let my heart be sound in your statutes, * 
that I may not be put to shame. 

Psalm 119:81-88 Kaph • Defecit in salutare 

 81 My soul has longed for your salvation; * 
I have put my hope in your word. 

 82 My eyes have failed from watching for your promise, * 
and I say, “When will you comfort me?” 

 83 I have become like a leather flask in the smoke, * 
but I have not forgotten your statutes. 

 84 How much longer must I wait? * 
when will you give judgment against those who persecute me? 

 85 The proud have dug pits for me; * 
they do not keep your law. 

 86 All your commandments are true; * 
help me, for they persecute me with lies. 

 87 They had almost made an end of me on earth, * 
but I have not forsaken your commandments. 

 88 In your loving-kindness, revive me, * 
that I may keep the decrees of your mouth. 

Psalm 119:89-96 Lamedh • In æternum, Domine 

 89 O LORD, your word is everlasting; * 
it stands firm in the heavens. 

 90 Your faithfulness remains from one generation to another; * 
you established the earth, and it abides. 

 91 By your decree these continue to this day, * 
for all things are your servants. 

 92 If my delight had not been in your law, * 
I should have perished in my affliction. 
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 93 I will never forget your commandments, * 
because by them you give me life. 

 94 I am yours; oh, that you would save me! * 
for I study your commandments. 

 95 Though the wicked lie in wait for me to destroy me, * 
I will apply my mind to your decrees. 

 96 I see that all things come to an end, * 
but your commandment has no bounds. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reading 
2 Samuel 3:22–39 

Just then the servants of David arrived with Joab from a raid, bringing much spoil with 
them. But Abner was not with David at Hebron, for David had dismissed him, and he had 
gone away in peace. When Joab and all the army that was with him came, it was told to 
Joab, “Abner son of Ner came to the king, and he has dismissed him, and he has gone away 
in peace.” Then Joab went to the king and said, “What have you done? Abner came to you; 
why did you dismiss him, so that he got away? You know that Abner son of Ner came to 
deceive you, and to learn your comings and goings and to learn all that you are doing.” 
When Joab came out from David’s presence, he sent messengers after Abner, and they 
brought him back from the cistern of Sirah; but David did not know about it. When Abner 
returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside in the gateway to speak with him privately, and 
there he stabbed him in the stomach. So he died for shedding the blood of Asahel, Joab’s 
brother. Afterward, when David heard of it, he said, “I and my kingdom are forever 
guiltless before the LORD for the blood of Abner son of Ner. May the guilt fall on the head 
of Joab, and on all his father’s house; and may the house of Joab never be without one who 
has a discharge, or who is leprous, or who holds a spindle, or who falls by the sword, or 
who lacks food!” So Joab and his brother Abishai murdered Abner because he had killed 
their brother Asahel in the battle at Gibeon. Then David said to Joab and to all the people 
who were with him, “Tear your clothes, and put on sackcloth, and mourn over Abner.” 
And King David followed the bier. They buried Abner at Hebron. The king lifted up his 
voice and wept at the grave of Abner, and all the people wept. The king lamented for 
Abner, saying, “Should Abner die as a fool dies? Your hands were not bound, your feet 
were not fettered; as one falls before the wicked you have fallen.” And all the people wept 
over him again. Then all the people came to persuade David to eat something while it was 
still day; but David swore, saying, “So may God do to me, and more, if I taste bread or 
anything else before the sun goes down!” All the people took notice of it, and it pleased 
them; just as everything the king did pleased all the people. So all the people and all Israel 
understood that day that the king had no part in the killing of Abner son of Ner. And the 
king said to his servants, “Do you not know that a prince and a great man has fallen this 
day in Israel? Today I am powerless, even though anointed king; these men, the sons of 
Zeruiah, are too violent for me. The LORD pay back the one who does wickedly in 
accordance with his wickedness!” 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 
The Song of Mary • Magnificat: Luke 1:46–55 

  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

  for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
  the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

  He has mercy on those who fear him * 
  in every generation. 

  He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
  he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

  He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
  and has lifted up the lowly. 

  He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
  and the rich he has sent away empty. 

  He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
  for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

  The promise he made to our fathers, * 
  to Abraham and his children for ever. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reading 
Mark 6:47–56 

When evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. When he 
saw that they were straining at the oars against an adverse wind, he came towards them 
early in the morning, walking on the sea. He intended to pass them by. But when they saw 
him walking on the sea, they thought it was a ghost and cried out; for they all saw him and 
were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be 
afraid.” Then he got into the boat with them and the wind ceased. And they were utterly 
astounded, for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened. 

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. When 
they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed about that whole 
region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And wherever 
he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged 
him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 
The Song of Simeon • Nunc dimittis: Luke 2:29–32 

  Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
  to go in peace as you have promised; 

  For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
  whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

  A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
  and the glory of your people Israel. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Reflection 
Silence may be kept. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 
 Presider The Lord be with you. 
 People And also with you. 

 Presider Let us pray. 

 People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Suffrages 
Set A 

  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
And grant us your salvation. 

  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
Let your people sing with joy. 

  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
For only in you can we live in safety. 

  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

  Let your way be known upon earth; 
Your saving health among all nations. 

  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 
Proper 12 

 Presider O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is 
holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Choose one or more of the following Collects. 

A Collect for Peace 
 Presider Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give 

to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be 
fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, 
may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

A Collect for Aid Against Perils 
 Presider Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and 

dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Collect for Protection 
 Presider O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and 

the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly 
ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; 
through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for the Presence of Christ 
 Presider Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the 

way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in 
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 
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Prayer for Mission 
 People Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 

angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, 
bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for 
your love’s sake. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Form IV 

 Presider Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

  Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 
we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what 
accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness 
cannot ask, grant this for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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One or both of the following may be used. 

A General Thanksgiving 
 People Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 

thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. 

   We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above 
all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

  And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 People Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

The Blessing 
 Presider Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

 Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. — 2 Corinthians 13:14 


